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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME – Pastor Clayton Faulkner 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures 

forever. 
All: Amen. 
 
P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: Holy One, source of our renewal, 
All: we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We have not 

practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. For the sake 
of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the 
glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
P: Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
All: Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                    Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 

 
 
GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
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KYRIE   
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. 

Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come 
through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:1-4 
A: 1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time the 

LORD brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 
latter time the LORD will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations. 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those 
who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the 
nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 
people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across 
their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 
A: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  27:1, 4-9   Please read responsively 
A: 1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 
   The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
All:  4One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; 
   that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the 
 beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple. 
 
A:     5For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 

hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock. 
All:  6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 

Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing 
and make music to the LORD. 

 
A:  7Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; 

have mercy on me and answer me. 
All:  8My heart speaks your message—“Seek my face.” 

Your face, O LORD, I will seek. 
 
A: 9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. 
All: Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my 
 salvation. 
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
A: 10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all 

of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united 
in the same mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s 
people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that 
each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or 
“I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 
baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus 
and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize 
also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone 
else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with 
eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 18For the 
message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 
 

A: The word of the Lord.  
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       

 
 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 4:12-23 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
P: 12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left 

Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 
Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of 
the Gentiles—16the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who 
sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” 17From that time Jesus began to 
proclaim, “Repent, for the dominion of heaven has come near.” 18As Jesus walked by the 
Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And Jesus said to them, “Follow 
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me, and I will make you fish for human beings.” 20Immediately they left their nets and 
followed Jesus. 21Going on from there, Jesus saw two other brothers, James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, 
and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 
23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good 
news of the dominion of heaven and curing every disease and every sickness among the 
people. 

 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON – Korie Williams 
 
SERMON – Pastor Clayton Faulkner 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY      Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
P: Joining together let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
          creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
A: Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. Help us to work 

together across differences. Energize ecumenical partnerships, including the World 
Council of Churches and Lutheran World Federation. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 
 

A: We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with your abundance. 
Bless harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in the northern hemisphere. 
Equip farmers to till and keep the earth sustainably. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 
 
A: In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the rod of the oppressor 

in every nation. Dispel the shadow of death in places of war and persecution. Grant us 
leaders who lift the yokes that burden those in need. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 
 
A: Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. Rouse communities 

to care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, or are isolated and 
lonely. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 
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A: Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this community. Nurture 
each congregation’s unique witness to your presence; foster mutual respect; inspire our 
cooperation in loving our neighbors. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous and unknown. 
Help us to leave our nets and follow, and bring us with them to the fullness of your 
promise of eternal life. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 
 

P: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed 
in Christ crucified. 

All: Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING 

The ministry of New Life Lutheran Church is made possible through the tithes, gifts, and 
offerings of the people. We encourage you to give as an act of worship today. You can 
offer a gift by texting to 281.864.3278, adding a dollar amount to the message box, and 
send. A link will appear for a one time set up. Once it is set up, it takes seconds to give 
again. You can also give through our website by scanning the QR code on the pew. 

 
OFFERTORY – Johnny Salvesen 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray. Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go 

free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and 
shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through 
Jesus our Savior, 

All: Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By 
the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you 
proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed 
your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
 be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
 our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
 the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
P:  Come and taste the joy of God! 
All: Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 
SHARING THE MEAL 
 Everyone is welcome to receive Jesus in bread and wine. This is Jesus' table, and he welcomes all. Pre-
 filled communion packets are available in the Narthex if you would prefer to receive communion that 
 way. Everyone else is invited to come down the center aisle maintaining two continuous lines. You will 
 receive a piece of bread with the words, "The body of Christ given for you," and you can respond with, 
 "Amen." Remain on the side of the section of pews you are sitting in. You will receive an individual cup 
 of either wine (red) or grape juice (clear) with the words, "The blood of Christ shed for you," and you 
 can respond with, "Amen." There is a basket available for your empty cup. You will then return to your 
 pew from the side aisle.  
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COMMUNION HYMN  You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore 
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
P: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you, strengthen you, and 

keep you in God’s grace. 
All: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from 

this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 
All: Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Pastor Clayton Faulkner 
 
FAREWELL AND GODSPEED 
P: Johnny, as your time of serving on staff at New Life Lutheran Church comes to a close, 

we wish to bid you farewell. 
 

A reading from Exodus: The LORD said, “I am going to send an angel in front of you, to 
guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that I have prepared.” (Exodus 23:20) 

 

We are proud to say that Johnny has been called to serve the people of Messiah Lutheran 
Church in Cypress, TX as Director of Worship and Music. For the last six years you have 
given to our church your gifts of leadership in worship and music. We recognize God’s 
Spirit leading and directing you and know that you will continue to be a blessing to God’s 
people. 

 

In holy baptism our Lord Jesus Christ called you as a child of God and gifted you to serve 
the mission of the church. When you began serving New Life, we rejoiced to welcome 
you into the mission we share as the people of God. In this community you have come to 
know and to share in God’s loving purpose for you and for all creation. God has blessed 
you in this community, and God has blessed us through you. 

 

We encourage you to continue to receive and share God’s gifts at Messiah, united with us 
in the body of Christ and the mission we share. 

 

Let us pray. Eternal God, we thank you for Johnny and for his time on staff at our church. 
As he has been a blessing to us, so now send him forth to be a blessing to others; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
P: The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, 

strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. 
All: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                Lift High the Cross 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
A:  Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Copyright permission: CCLI #3220202 and One License A-740956. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Today is the Third Sunday after Epiphany:  January 22 

Traditional Worship: 8:00 AM  
Sunday School: 9:15 AM 
Contemporary Worship: 10:30 AM  

Annual Congregational Meeting: Today, January 22 at 11:30 AM. 

New Member Class: Sunday, January 29 at 11:30 AM. 

GriefShare Support Group: Monday, January 30 at 6:00 PM. This 13-week support group 
will take place on Mondays at 6:00 PM, beginning on January 30. It will be co-led by 
Aimee Castillo and Pastor Clayton. Cost for registration and workbook is $20. 

2023 Flower Chart: A new flower calendar is available on the Narthex door. If you’d like to 
sponsor flowers for a special occasion or in honor of someone, please add your name to 
the chart. 

Notes for Johnny: There is a book in the narthex where you can write a note to Johnny. If 
you would like to send your note/letter via email, we will print and include it in the 
book. 

Shrove Tuesday: Tuesday, February 21. Pancake Dinner at 6:00 PM. 

Ash Wednesday: Wednesday, February 22. Worship at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM. 
 

   

Today’s Worship Leaders (8:00 AM)      
Assisting Minister   Elna Ritter 
Communion Assistant   Vince and Robin Gottlieb 
Usher     Charlie Gaevert 
Technology    John F. Gestl 
 

Altar flowers are given by Helen Beckman  
in memory of her mother, Else Wente’s birthday. 

 


