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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME – Pastor Clayton Faulkner 
 
LAMENT FOR RACISM 
Today we remember two occasions: the commemoration of the Emanuel Nine and Juneteenth. 

Eight years ago, on June 17, 2015, nine people of color met to read the Bible and pray at 
Mother Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, SC. We speak their names: Cynthia Hurd, Suzy 

Jackson, Ethel Lee Lance, Rev. De’Payne Middleton-Doctor, Rev. Clementa Pinckney, Tywanza 
Sanders, Rev. Daniel L. Simmons, Rev. Sharonda Singleton, Myra Thompson. Their lives were 

taken by a white supremacist who was a member of an ELCA church. 
 

Juneteenth is a holiday that commemorates the end of slavery in the United States. It recalls 
how the states of Louisiana and Texas heard the news that President Abraham Lincoln had 
signed the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863. Slavery continued in those two 

states for more than two years after the proclamation was signed because the Confederacy did 
not surrender until April 9, 1865. Former slaves in Texas and Louisiana finally heard the good 

news on June 19, 1865. 
 

As a church, we lament for racism and the injustices that people in our country face. People of 
color may opt for silence during parts of this lament to contemplate the community’s words. 

 

P: The sin of racism hurts communities of color, fractures human relationships, and denies 
God’s good creation. Lament is a way for us to recognize the harm caused by racism. 

  

Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:35-39). God’s 
grace in Christ frees us for the difficult work of recognizing and lamenting racism. 

  

We are all part of one body in Christ, called to act with equity, fairness, and justice. 
God’s saving love creates grace-filled spaces within us and within our relationships. 
God’s saving love calls and leads us toward rooting out the racism that continues to infect 
the body. 

  

Within the whole human family, people of color have experienced both interpersonal 
aggression and structural oppression instead of abundant life. We recognize and lament 
the harm racism has caused to African Descent communities; We cry out to you, 

All: hear our lament, O God. 
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P: We have assigned the notion of race to human beings created in God’s own divine image. 
We have judged God’s beautiful diversity by our flawed and artificial standards. We cry 
out to you, 

All: hear our lament, O God. 
 
P: We have used language and images in ways that equate black and dark with dirt and sin, 

and that fail to welcome the treasures of darkness in God’s good creation. We cry out to 
you, 

All: hear our lament, O God. 
 
P: We have accepted practices in our churches and in our society that privilege whiteness 

over diversity and equity. We have been complicit in how racism continues to exclude 
and harm people of color. We cry out to you, 

All: hear our lament, O God. 
 
P: When one part of the body of Christ hurts, the whole body hurts. As we listen to people 

who are harmed by racism, we call to you, 
All: open our hearts, O God. 
 
P: As we reflect on our daily interactions with people and communities of color, we call to 

you, 
All:  open our hearts, O God. 
 
P:  As we reconsider what we have been taught about race and racism, we call to you, 
All:  open our hearts, O God. 
  
P:  As we contemplate what we have done and what we have left undone, we call to you, 
All:  open our hearts, O God. 
  
P:  As we labor to create a loving and safe community for our siblings of color, we call to 

you, 
All:  open our hearts, O God. 
  
P:  Holy and merciful God, as your people we recommit ourselves to loving one another as 

you have loved us. We pray in the name of the One who has made us one, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

All:  Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN              Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  

 
 
GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
          Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to 

yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share 
the blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Exodus 19:2-8a 
A: 2[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and 

camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.3Then Moses went 
up to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the 
house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and 
how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you obey 
my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the 
peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6but you shall be for me a realm of priests and a 
holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.” 7So Moses came, 
summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that the Lord had 
commanded him. 8aThe people all answered as one: “Everything that the Lord has spoken 
we will do.” 

 
A: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 100                      Please read responsively. 
A: 1Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands! 
    2Serve the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song. 
All:  3Know that the Lord is God, our maker to whom we belong; 
    we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.  
 
A:      4Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the courts with praise; 
          give thanks and bless God’s holy name. 
All:  5Good indeed is the Lord, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
    whose faithfulness endures from age to age.  
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SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8   
A: 1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we 
boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person though perhaps for a good person someone 
might actually dare to die. 8But it is proof of God’s own love for us in that while we still 
were sinners Christ died for us. 

 
A: The word of the Lord.  
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 9:35 – 10:23  
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
P: 35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 

proclaiming the good news of the dominion of heaven, and curing every disease and 
every sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers for the harvesting.” 10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples 
and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease 
and every sickness. 2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known 
as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip 
and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The dominion of heaven has come 
near.’ 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those with leprosy, cast out demons. You 
received without payment; give without payment. 9Take no gold, or silver, or copper in 
your belts, 10no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers 
deserve their food. 11Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and 
stay there until you leave. 12As you enter the house, greet it. 13If the house is worthy, let 
your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14If anyone 
will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you 
leave that house or town. 15Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 16“See, I am sending 
you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as 
doves. 17Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their 
synagogues; 18and you will be dragged before governors and rulers because of me, as a 
testimony to them and the Gentiles. 19When they hand you over, do not worry about how 
you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at 
that time; 20for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through 
you. 21“Brother and sister will betray one another to death, and the parent the child, and 
children will rise against parents and have them put to death; 22and you will be hated by 
all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23When they 
persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you will not have gone 
through all the towns of Israel before the Son-of-Man comes.” 

 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MISSION TRIP REPORT VIDEO  
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HYMN OF THE DAY               Lord, Speak to Us That We May Speak   
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
A: For the church here and around the world, we pray. Seek out disciples and send them out 

with authority to proclaim good news, bring healing where there is pain, and counter the 
forces of evil. God, in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 
 

A: For our siblings at Faith Lutheran Church in Dickinson as they recover from the fire in 
their building, that their suffering leads to endurance and hope. God, in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 
 

A: For those who govern, we pray. Empower those who seek peaceful solutions to conflict 
and embolden those who advocate for all who are oppressed. Work through systems of 
government to establish justice throughout the world. God, in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 
 
A: For those who suffer, we pray. Accompany those who feel helpless, alone, or abandoned. 

Embrace any who long for successful treatment for mental illness or freedom from 
addiction. Heal those who are sick. God, in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 
 
A: For fathers and father figures, we pray. Console all who long to be fathers, children 

estranged from their fathers, anyone grieving the death of a father, and fathers who have 
lost a child. Draw near to all for whom this day stirs up difficult emotions. God, in your 
mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: For all the saints, we give thanks. Receive into your eternal care all those who have died  
and fill us with hope that does not disappoint. God, in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 
 
P:      Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
All:   Amen.  
 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING 

The ministry of New Life Lutheran Church is made possible through the tithes, gifts, and 
offerings of the people. We encourage you to give as an act of worship today. You can 
offer a gift by texting to 281.864.3278, adding a dollar amount to the message box, and 
send. A link will appear for a one time set up. Once it is set up, it takes seconds to give 
again. You can also give through our website by scanning the QR code on the pew. 

 
OFFERTORY – Rebecca McDonald  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray. God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. 
          Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, 
          that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
          give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior  
          Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his  
          glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the  
          choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your  
          name and join their unending hymn: 
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P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
 be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
 our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
 temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
 the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
P:  All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 
All: Amen. Thanks be to God. 
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SHARING THE MEAL 
 Everyone is welcome to receive Jesus in bread and wine. This is Jesus' table, and he welcomes all. Pre-
 filled communion packets are available in the Narthex if you would prefer to receive communion that 
 way. Everyone else is invited to come down the center aisle maintaining two continuous lines. You will 
 receive a piece of bread with the words, "The body of Christ given for you," and you can respond with, 
 "Amen." Remain on the side of the section of pews you are sitting in. You will receive an individual cup 
 of either wine (red) or grape juice (clear) with the words, "The blood of Christ shed for you," and you 
 can respond with, "Amen." There is a basket available for your empty cup. You will then return to your 
 pew from the side aisle.  
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMN                I Love to Tell the story   

 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
P: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you, strengthen you, and 

keep you in God’s grace. 
All: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received 
          at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
          through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 All: Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Pastor Clayton Faulkner 
 
BLESSING 
P: The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, and 

sustain you now and to the end of the age. 
All: Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN                   Rise Up, O Saints of God   
 

 
DISMISSAL 
A:  Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
Copyright permission: CCLI #3220202 and One License A-740956. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Today is Third Sunday after Pentecost:  June 18  

Traditional Worship: 8:00 AM  
Bible Study with Pastor Clayton: 9:15 AM 
Contemporary Worship: 10:30 AM 

Father’s Day: We celebrate all men of the church. Please enjoy a snack and mini flashlight in 
the narthex.  

Mary and Martha Bible Study: All women of the church are welcomed to join us for a Bible 
study in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, June 21 at 9:30 AM – 10:30 AM. 

Helping Hands Meeting: On Sunday, June 25 all worship assistants will meet in the 
sanctuary after each worship service for a brief informational meeting. If you are 
interested in volunteering as an usher, communion assistant, or assisting minister please 
attend.  

VBS Leader Meeting: On Sunday, June 25 at 10:00 AM we will meet in the fellowship hall 
to plan for our Vacation Bible School. If you are interested in lending a hand, please 
come.  

Vacation Bible School: July 30 – August 3, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM. Register at 
Newlifelutheran.com 

God's Work, Our Hands Projects: On Sunday, September 10 we will observe "God's Work, 
Our Hands" Sunday. This day is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. 
We are looking for service projects in the community. If you have a need or would like to 
nominate someone who has a need, send an email to office@newlifelutheran.com. 

 

Today’s Worship Leaders (8:00 AM)      
Assisting Minister            Elna Ritter 
Communion Assistant   Doug and Lynn Barron  
Usher     Charlie Gaevert  
Technology    Stephen Castillo  
 

Altar flowers are given by Allen and Viola Patschke    
in celebration of Viola’s birthday today.  

 
 

 


