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The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed...

Matthew 13:31
®K .

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pearland, TX
Worship at 8:00 AM
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost
Holy Communion, ELW Setting 10
July 30, 2023



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

WELCOME - Pastor Clayton Faulkner

CONFESSION AND FORGIVNESS

P:

All:

All:

All:

P:

All:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have
squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of
Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked
the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us
and grant us your mercy.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

God of Grace and God of Glory
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - vil round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - ry;
sail his ways! From the fears  that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - 1ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; let the gift of your sal - wva - tion
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bring its bud to glo-rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo-ry ev - er- more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv - ing you whomwe a - dore, serv - ing you whom we a - dore.

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

GREETING
P:

Holy Spirit be with you all.
All:  And also with you.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate  in us new hearts!
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a- bove;
Ho - ly Omne in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt

thanks and praise.

you, we a - dore you, we lift high our

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.

Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir - it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

in your prom-ise firm we stand.
God on high!

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;

For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son
you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your
wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

All:  Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12

A: At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what
I should give you.” ®And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to
your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. ‘And now,
O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although
| am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in
the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot
be numbered or counted. °Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern
your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great
people?” It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 1*God said to him, “Because
you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of
your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 2l now
do according to your word. Indeed | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like
you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.”

A:  The word of the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:129-136 Please read responsively.

A: Your decrees are wonderful;

therefore | obey them with all my heart.

All: B%When your word is opened it gives light;

it gives understanding to the simple.

A: 31 open my mouth and pant

because | long for your commandments.
All: 32Turn to me and be gracious to me,

as you always do to those who love your name.
A: 1330rder my footsteps in your word:;

let no iniquity have dominion over me.

All: 3*Rescue me from those who oppress me,

and I will keep your commandments.

A:  Let your face shine upon your servant

and teach me your statutes.
All: ®*My eyes shed streams of tears,

because people do not keep your teaching.



SECOND READING: ROMANS 8:26-39

A:

A.

26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 2’ And God, who searches the
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God. 2We know that all things work together for good for those
who love God, who are called according to God’s purpose. *For those whom God
foreknew God also predestined to be conformed to the image of the Son of God, in order
that the Son might be the firstborn within a large family. *°And those whom God
predestined God also called; and those whom God called God also justified; and those
whom God justified God also glorified. 3'What then are we to say about these things? If
God is for us, who is against us? *The very Son of God was not withheld, but was given
up for all of us; will God not along with the Son also give us everything else? 3*Who will
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. **Who is to condemn? It is
Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed
intercedes for us. **Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? *As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be
slaughtered.” 3'No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through the one who
loved us. 3For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, *nor height, nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord.

Ail: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
P:  The holy gospel according to Matthew.
All:  Glory to you, O Lord.

P:  3Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The dominion of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in a field;®it is the smallest of all the seeds,
but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of
the air come and make nests in its branches.” *Jesus told them another parable: “The
dominion of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of
flour until all of it was leavened.” **The dominion of heaven is like treasure hidden in a
field, which a man found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and
buys that field. “Again, the dominion of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls; “on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought
it. #/“Again, the dominion of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught
fish of every kind; *when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into
baskets but threw out the bad. *°So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come
out and separate the evil from the righteous *°and throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ®“Have you understood all this?”
They answered, “Yes.” ®And Jesus said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been
trained for the dominion of heaven is like a householder who brings out of the household
treasure what is new and what is old.”

P.  The gospel of the Lord.
All:  Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON - Pastor Clayton Faulkner



HYMN OF THE DAY

Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es 1 heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - fter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine 1 - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may | reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my POW’T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: STLANE. Trigh traditional




APOSTLES’ CREED
P:  Joining together let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
All: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A:  Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church,
those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

A:  Almighty God, we pray for the church and all servants of the gospel. Equip rostered and
lay ministers to proclaim that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus. Form confirmands and those seeking into disciples. Hear us, O God.

All:  Your mercy is great.

A:  Gracious God, we pray for the well-being of creation. Safeguard the environment, clean
polluted rivers and lakes, preserve the mighty tree and the tiny mustard seed, and send
advocates for sustainable practices. Hear us, O God.

All:  Your mercy is great.



A:  Compassionate God, we pray for the nations. Instill in all who govern the ability to
discern between good and evil, free those who are oppressed, and protect those facing
danger. Promote peace across the world and in our towns and neighborhoods. Hear us, O
God.

All:  Your mercy is great.

A:  Merciful God, we pray for all in any need. Protect those fleeing from war, shelter any
who are in poverty, clothe the naked, soothe all who grieve, and heal the sick. Hear us, O
God.

All:  Your mercy is great.

A:  Holy God, we pray for this congregation, both those gathered today and those absent
from our assembly. Grant safety to travelers and joy and safety for children attending
Vacation Bible School this week. Give direction to any experiencing life transitions. Hear
us, O God.

All:  Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A:  Eternal God, we give thanks for your saints who now rest from their labors. Inspire us by
their witness to treasure the gospel, and continually nourish us with your grace. Hear us,
O God.

All:  Your mercy is great.

P: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one
who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.

All:  Amen.

PEACE

P.  The peace of Christ be with you always.
All:  And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
The ministry of New Life Lutheran Church is made possible through the tithes, gifts, and
offerings of the people. We encourage you to give as an act of worship today. You can
offer a gift by texting to 281.864.3278, adding a dollar amount to the message box, and
send. A link will appear for a one time set up. Once it is set up, it takes seconds to give
again. You can also give through our website by scanning the QR code on the pew.

OFFERTORY - Rebecca McDonald
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OFFERING PRAYER

A:

All:

Let us pray. God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things.

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us,
that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P:
All:

P:
All:

P:
All:

P:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

P:  All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.
All: - Amen. Thanks be to God.

SHARING THE MEAL
Everyone is welcome to receive Jesus in bread and wine. This is Jesus' table, and he welcomes all. Pre-
filled communion packets are available in the Narthex if you would prefer to receive communion that
way. Everyone else is invited to come down the center aisle maintaining two continuous lines. You will
receive a piece of bread with the words, "The body of Christ given for you," and you can respond with,
"Amen." Remain on the side of the section of pews you are sitting in. You will receive an individual cup
of either wine (red) or grape juice (clear) with the words, "The blood of Christ shed for you," and you
can respond with, "Amen." There is a basket available for your empty cup. You will then return to your
pew from the side aisle.

LAMB OF GOD
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O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
O

Lamb of God, you  bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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COMMUNION HYMN For the Bread Which You Have Broken
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1 For the bread which you have bro - ken, for the winewhich you have poured,
2 By this prom-1se that you love us, by your gift of peace re - stored,
3 Withthe saints who now a - dore you, seat-ed at the heav’'n-ly board,
4 In your ser - vice, Lord, de - fend us; 1in our hearts keep watch and ward;
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for the words which you have spo - ken, now we give you thanks, O Lord.
by your call to heav’n a-bove us, hal-low all our lLives, O Lord.
may the church still wait-ing for you keep love’s tie un - bro - ken, Lord.
in  the world to which you send us let your king-dom come, O Lord.

Text: Louis F. Benson, 1855-1930, alt.

Music: OMNI DIE, Gross Carolisch Gesangbuch, Niirnberg, 1631
Text © Robert E Jefferys Ir.

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

P: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you, strengthen you, and
keep you in God’s grace.

All:  Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A:  Letus pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received
at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

All:  Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
P:  The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed F bless, keep, and

sustain you now and to the end of the age.
All:  Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess -ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv - ing,
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our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev - er car - ing,
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the fruits of this ser - vice in all who ©be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s chil - dren, the whole hu - man race.
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With your feast you feed wus, with your light now
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lead wus; u - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your king - dom and an - swer your call.
give  hon - or to Christ and  his namc that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 6013(-2158. All rights reserved.

DISMISSAL

A:

All: Thanks be to G

POSTLUDE

od.

Go in peace. Share the harvest.

Copyright permission: CCLI #3220202 and One License A-740956. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Today is the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost: July 30

Traditional Worship: 8:00 AM
Bible Study with Pastor Clayton: 9:15 AM
Contemporary Worship: 10:30 AM

Vacation Bible School: July 30 — August 3, 6:00 PM — 8:00 PM. Register at
Newlifelutheran.com

Senior Lunch: All Seniors 55+ are welcome to join us for lunch August 2 in the fellowship
hall 12:00PM — 1:00PM.,

WELCA Lunch Out: All Women of the church are welcome to join us for lunch at Cracker
Barrel Old Country Store (11019 Shadow Creek Pkwy) August 9, 11:30AM — 12:30PM.

Rally Day is Sunday, August 13: Both services that day will include a backpack blessing for
all that are headed back to school. At 9:15 AM that day we will gather in the fellowship
hall to meet Sunday School teachers. Sunday School classes will begin the following
week on August 20.

High School Pool Party: Students in 9th-12th grade will gather for a pool party on Sunday,
August 13 from 6:00-8:00 PM at the Tatuaca's house.

Mary and Martha Bible Study: All women of the church are welcomed to join us for a Bible
study in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, August 16 at 9:30 AM — 10:30 AM.

National Youth Gathering Info Meeting: The NYG is scheduled for July 16-20, 2024 in New
Orleans (https://www.elca.church/gathering). We will be taking a group from New Life!
All students entering 8th-12th grade this fall are eligible to participate. An event this big
takes lots of planning and fundraising. An information meeting for parents and students
will take place on Sunday, August 27 at 11:30 AM in the fellowship hall (lunch
included). We will learn more about the Gathering, you can ask questions, and we will
discuss all the trip options.

God's Work, Our Hands Projects: On Sunday, September 10 we will observe "God's Work,
Our Hands" Sunday. This day is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — one church, freed in Christ to serve and love
our neighbor. We are looking for service projects in the community. If you have a need
or would like to nominate someone who has a need, send an email to
office@newlifelutheran.com.




Today’s Worship Leaders (8:00 AM)

Assisting Minister Nancy Bryars
Communion Assistant Robin and Vince Gottleib
Usher Charlie Gaevert
Technology Stephen Castillo

Altar flowers are given by Lynn and Doug Barron
in celebration of their 43" Wedding Anniversary.
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