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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME – Pastor Clayton Faulkner  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVNESS  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, 

          whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 

All: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

 

P:       Merciful God, 

All:    we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have  

           squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of 

           Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

   

P:       Righteous God, 

All:    we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked 

          the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us  

          and grant us your mercy. 

 

P:      God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

         Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

All:    Amen.  
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GATHERING HYMN                   All Who Hunger Gather Gladly   

 

 
 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

          Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 
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KYRIE     

 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE      

        
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you 

cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both 

body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-5 

A: 1Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy 

and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you spend 

your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3Incline 

your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an 

everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4See, I made him a witness to the 

peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5See, you shall call nations that you do 

not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your 

God, the Holy One of Israel, for the Lord has glorified you. 

 

A: The word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 145:8-9, 14-21                    Please read responsively. 

A:    8The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

All:  9Lord, you are good to all, 

  and your compassion is over all your works. 

 

A:    14The Lord upholds all those who fall 

   and lifts up those who are bowed down.  

All:  15The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, 

  and you give them their food in due season. 

 

A:    16You open wide your hand 

  and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

All:  17You are righteous in all your ways 

  and loving in all your works.  

 

A:    18You are near to all who call upon you, 

  to all who call upon you faithfully.  

All:  19You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; 

  you hear their cry and save them. 

 

A:    20You watch over all those who love you, 

  but all the wicked you shall destroy. 

All:  21My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord; 

  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.  
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SECOND READING: ROMANS 9:1-5 

A: 1I am speaking the truth in Christ I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy 

Spirit 2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I 

myself were accursed and cut from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred 

according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, 

the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5 to them belong the 

patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, 

God blessed forever. Amen. 

 

A: The word of the Lord.  

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 14:13-21 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

P: 13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from 

there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 

followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and 

he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples 

came to Jesus and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the 

crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus 

said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17They replied, 

“We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here to 

me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and 

the two fish, Jesus looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them 

to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; 

and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those 

who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON   

 

SERMON – Pastor Clayton Faulkner  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                Break Now the Bread of Life     
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

P: Joining together let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

                  creator of heaven and earth. 

          I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

                  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

                  born of the virgin Mary, 

                  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

                  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

                  he descended to the dead. 

                  On the third day he rose again; 

                  he ascended into heaven, 

                  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

                  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

         I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

                  the holy catholic church, 

                  the communion of saints, 

                  the forgiveness of sins, 

                  the resurrection of the body, 

                  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, 

those in need, and all of creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

A: You gather your church together by the Holy Spirit. Inspire all the baptized to proclaim 

your abundant love throughout the world. Guide us in the mission of the gospel through 

word and deed. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: You cherish your creation, from the smallest microbe to the largest mountain. Protect 

fragile ecosystems, send favorable weather, supply food and water to nourish creatures, 

and raise us up to care for all you have created. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 
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A: You desire peace and justice in the world. Instill within all political leaders your desire, 

support the work of international peace organizations, and provide relief for those in war-

torn areas. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: You comfort those who are hurting. Accompany those who are alone, heal those who are 

sick, provide for all who hunger or thirst, console the bereaved, bring joy to the 

sorrowful, and attend to all who call on you. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: You place us within communities for mutual support and love. Reveal yourself to us in 

worship, fellowship, and ministry with our neighbors. Provide for feeding ministries and 

food banks in our area, that we share your abundance with all who hunger. Hear us, O 

God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A: You have placed before us examples of faithful living who have witnessed to your 

promises throughout time and space. Rouse us by their lives of service and dedication to 

be your hands and feet in this world. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

P:       Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one  

          who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

All:   Amen.  

 

PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All: And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING 

The ministry of New Life Lutheran Church is made possible through the tithes, gifts, and 

offerings of the people. We encourage you to give as an act of worship today. You can 

offer a gift by texting to 281.864.3278, adding a dollar amount to the message box, and 

send. A link will appear for a one time set up. Once it is set up, it takes seconds to give 

again. You can also give through our website by scanning the QR code on the pew. 

 

OFFERTORY – Jocelyn Weber 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. 

          Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, 

          that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

All: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

          give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior  

          Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his  

          glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the  

          choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your  

          name and join their unending hymn: 
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P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

 be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

 our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

 temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

 the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P:  All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 

All: Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 

SHARING THE MEAL 
 Everyone is welcome to receive Jesus in bread and wine. This is Jesus' table, and he welcomes all. Pre-

 filled communion packets are available in the Narthex if you would prefer to receive communion that 

 way. Everyone else is invited to come down the center aisle maintaining two continuous lines. You will 

 receive a piece of bread with the words, "The body of Christ given for you," and you can respond with, 

 "Amen." Remain on the side of the section of pews you are sitting in. You will receive an individual cup 

 of either wine (red) or grape juice (clear) with the words, "The blood of Christ shed for you," and you 

 can respond with, "Amen." There is a basket available for your empty cup. You will then return to your 

 pew from the side aisle.  
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMN                           Come, Let Us Eat 

 
 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you, strengthen you, and 

keep you in God’s grace. 

All: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received 

          at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 

          through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 All: Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

BLESSING 

P: The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, and 

sustain you now and to the end of the age. 

All: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                             Blessed Assurance    

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

A:  Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

Copyright permission: CCLI #3220202 and One License A-740956. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Today is the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost:  August 6 

Traditional Worship: 8:00 AM  

Bible Study with Pastor Clayton: 9:15 AM 

       Contemporary Worship: 10:30 AM 

WELCA Lunch Out: All Women of the church are welcome to join us for lunch at Cracker 

Barrel Old Country Store (11019 Shadow Creek Pkwy) August 9, 11:30AM – 12:30PM. 

Rally Day is Sunday, August 13: Both services that day will include a backpack blessing for 

all that are headed back to school. At 9:15 AM that day we will gather in the fellowship 

hall to meet Sunday School teachers. Sunday School classes will begin the following 

week on August 20. 

Helping Hands in Worship: On Sunday, August 13 we are rallying all our worship 

volunteers: assisting ministers, communion assistants, ushers, acolytes, and tech crew. If 

you are currently serving in one of those roles, please be sure to see Cathy Scott right 

after worship (both services). She has a copy of our new worship leader handbooks for 

each of you. Or if you are interested in joining one of the Helping Hands teams, this is a 

great time to get more information and sign up for a team! Please see Rebecca 

McDonald or Cathy for any questions. 

High School Pool Party: Students in 9th-12th grade will gather for a pool party on Sunday, 

August 13 from 6:00-8:00 PM at the Tatuaca's house. 

Mary and Martha Bible Study: All women of the church are welcomed to join us for a Bible 

study in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, August 16 at 9:30 AM – 10:30 AM. 

National Youth Gathering Info Meeting: The NYG is scheduled for July 16-20, 2024 in New 

Orleans (https://www.elca.church/gathering). We will be taking a group from New Life! 

All students entering 8th-12th grade this fall are eligible to participate. An event this big 

takes lots of planning and fundraising. An information meeting for parents and students 

will take place on Sunday, August 27 at 11:30 AM in the fellowship hall (lunch 

included). We will learn more about the Gathering, you can ask questions, and we will 

discuss all the trip options. 

Today’s Worship Leaders (8:00 AM)      

Assisting Minister             Helen Beckman  

Communion Assistant    Doug and Lynn Barron   

Usher                

Technology              John Gestl 

 

Altar flowers are given by Gordon and Tina Meyer  

in celebration of their daughter Rachel’s birthday on August 3.   

 

 


