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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
GATHERING SONG  How Many Kings? 
Follow the star to a place unexpected 
Would you believe after all we've projected, a child in a manger? 
Lowly and small, the weakest of all 
Unlikeliest hero, wrapped in His mother's shawl, just a child 
Is this who we've waited for? 
 
Chorus: 
How many kings stepped down from their thrones? 

How many lords have abandoned their homes? 
How many greats have become the least for me? 
And how many gods have poured out their hearts 
To romance a world that is torn all apart? 
How many fathers gave up their sons for me? 
 
Bringing our gifts for the newborn Savior 
All that we have whether costly or meek, because we believe 
Gold for His honor and frankincense for His pleasure 
And myrrh for the cross He'll suffer 
Do you believe? Is this who we've waited for? 

 
Repeat Chorus 
 
Only one did that for me ooh 
All for me, all for you 
All for me, all for you 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
Only one did that for me 

All for me, all for you 
Jason Germain | Marc Martel 

© 2006 Centricity Music Publishing; Germain And Martel Publishing 
 

 
WELCOME – Pastor Clayton Faulkner 
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GATHERING SONG      We Three Kings 
We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 
 
Refrain 
Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 
star with royal beauty bright; 
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light! 
 

Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again; 
king forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign.  Refrain 
 
Frankincense to offer have I; 
incense owns a deity nigh; 
prayer and praising, gladly raising, 
worshiping God Most High.  Refrain 
 
Glorious now behold him arise, 

King and God and Sacrifice; 
heav’n sings alleluia: 
alleluia the earth replies.  Refrain 
 

Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891, alt. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and 

light, word of truth, wind sweeping over the waters. 
All: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: God, our rock and refuge, 
All: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but 

have not always loved you. We have wounded one another 

and sinned against you. We have not always recognized the 
Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your 
covenant. Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might 
proclaim your good news to all. Amen. 

 
P: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The 

time of grace is now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By 

the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are 

God’s beloved. 
All: Amen. 
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OPENING SONG      Shine, Jesus, Shine (ELW 671) 
Refrain: 
Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father’s glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light 
 
Lord, the light of your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness shining 

Jesus, light of the world shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us 
Shine on me, shine on me 
 
Repeat Refrain 
 
As we gaze on your kingly brightness 
So our faces display your likeness 
Ever changing from glory to glory 
Mirrored here, may our lives tell your story 
Shine on me, shine on me 

 
Repeat Refrain 

Text & Music: Graham Kendrick 
©1987 Make Way Music 

 
PRAYER – Pastor Clayton Faulkner 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6 
A: 1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of 

the LORD has risen upon you. 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, 
and the glory of the LORD will appear over you. 3Nations shall come 
to your light, and rulers to the brightness of your dawn. 4Lift up 
your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to 
you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall 
be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5Then you shall see and be 

radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance 
of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall 
come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young 
camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the 
praise of the LORD. 

  
A: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14   Please read responsively. 
A: 1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the 

king’s son; 
All: 2that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with 

justice; 
 

A: 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and 
the hills, in righteousness. 

All: 4Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the 
poor, and crush the oppressor. 
  

A: 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one 
generation to another. 

All: 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like 
showers that water the earth. 
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A: 7In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an 
abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

All: 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, and 
the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts. 
  

A: 11May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him 
service. 

All: 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, the 
oppressed, and those who have no helper. 
  

A: 13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the 
lives of the needy. 

All: 14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, and 
precious is their blood in his sight. 

 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12 
A: 1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for 

the sake of you Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the 
commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how 
the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote 
above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to 
perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former 
generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it 

has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become heirs with us, members 
of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. 7Of this gospel I have become a servant 
according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the 
working of God’s power. 8Although I am the very least of all the 
saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the 
news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see 
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 
created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God 

in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with 
the eternal purpose that God has carried out in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, 12through faith in whom we have access to God in boldness 
and confidence. 

 
A: The word of the Lord.  
All: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father’s glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light 
 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 2:1-12 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
P: 1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 

Judea, magi from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is 
the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from 
you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
7Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them 
the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go 
and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set 
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  
10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child 

with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 

   
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SERMON – Pastor Clayton Faulkner 
 
SONG OF THE DAY          God Of Wonders 
Lord of all creation 
Of water earth and sky 
The heavens are Your tabernacle 
Glory to the Lord on high 
 
Chorus 
God of wonders beyond our galaxy 

You are holy, holy 
The universe declares Your majesty 
You are holy, holy 
Lord of heaven and earth 
Lord of heaven and earth 
 
Early in the morning 
I will celebrate the light 
When I stumble in the darkness 
I will call Your name by night 
 

Repeat Chorus 
 
Precious Lord, reveal Your heart to me 
Father hold me, hold me 
The universe declares Your majesty 
You are holy, holy, holy, holy 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 

 
Marc Byrd | Steve Hindalong 

© 2000 Never Say Never Songs | New Spring | Meaux Mercy | Storm Boy Music  
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
P: Joining together let us confess our faith using the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

                   creator of heaven and earth. 

          I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

                  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

                  born of the virgin Mary, 

                  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

                  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

                  he descended to the dead. 

                  On the third day he rose again; 

                  he ascended into heaven, 

                  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

                  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

         I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

                  the holy catholic church, 

                  the communion of saints, 

                  the forgiveness of sins, 

                  the resurrection of the body, 

                  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s 

blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 
  

A: Inspire wisdom and a spirit of proclamation in your church, God of 
forgiveness. Uplift leaders to share the truth of your word in 
community. Encourage us to live into the promises of baptism, 

working for justice and peace in all the world. God of grace, 
All: receive our prayer. 
 
A: Renew your creation, God of thunder and mighty waters. Restore 

the rivers in which your children are baptized. May fields flourish 
and grow. Summon the stewards and caretakers of the land to 
cherish your good works. God of grace, 

All: receive our prayer. 
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A: Give strength to your leaders, God who is present in every country 
and community. Raise up leaders committed to equity and healing. 
Grant them discernment and compassion as they lead in love. God 
of grace, 

All: receive our prayer. 
 
A: Protect and cherish the most vulnerable among us, God of 

strength. Accompany those separated from family or hurting from 
broken relationships. Shelter our unhoused neighbors and any 
experiencing poverty. Protect those incarcerated in prisons and 
detention centers. Care for the sick and suffering. God of grace, 

All: receive our prayer. 

 
A: Encourage this congregation, God who calls and sends disciples. 

Guide us in accompanying, learning from, and serving our 
neighbors on the margins, following the example of Jesus. God of 
grace, 

All: receive our prayer. 
  

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
  

A: Trusting the assurance of the Holy Spirit, we remember all who 
have died and rest in God’s care. Give hope to those who grieve 

even as we rest in your eternal promise of resurrection. God of 
grace, 

All: receive our prayer. 
 
P: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers 

and the silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

All: Amen. 
 
PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING 

The ministry of New Life Lutheran Church is made possible through the tithes, gifts, and 

offerings of the people. We encourage you to give as an act of worship today. You can offer a 

gift by texting to 281.864.3278, adding a dollar amount to the message box, and send. A link 

will appear for a one time set up. Once it is set up, it takes seconds to give again. You can 

also give through our website by scanning the QR code on the pew. 

 
OFFERTORY – Houseband 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray. Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come 

from you. In bread and cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this 
table, that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, in 
whose name we pray. 

All: Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
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P:    Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

P:  At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see. 
All: Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 

SHARING THE MEAL 
 Everyone is welcome to receive Jesus in bread and wine. This is Jesus' table and he welcomes all. 

Pre-filled communion packets are available in the Narthex if you would prefer to receive 

communion that way. Everyone else is invited to come down the center aisle maintaining two 

continuous lines. You will receive a piece of bread with the words, "The body of Christ given for 

you," and you can respond with, "Amen." Remain on the side of the section of pews you are 

sitting in. You will receive an individual cup of either wine (red) or grape juice (clear) with the 

words, "The blood of Christ shed for you," and you can respond with, "Amen." There is a basket 

available for your empty cup. You will then return to your pew from the side aisle. 

 
COMMUNION SONG   Shall We Gather at the River 
Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod 
With its crystal tide forever flowering by the throne of God? 
 
Refrain 
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river 
Gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God 
 
On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray 
We will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day 
Refrain 
 
Ere we reach the shining river, lay we ev’ry burden down 
Grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown 
Refrain 
 
Soon we’ll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease 
Soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of peace 
Refrain 
 

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 

Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry 
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless 

        you, strengthen you, and keep you in God’s grace. 
All: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we 

are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of 
all and to your glory, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
P: God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit 

who dwells in you, ☩ bless you and remain with you always. 

All: Amen.  
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SENDING SONG                   He Reigns 
It's the song of the redeemed 
Rising from the African plain 
It's the song of the forgiven 
Drowning out the Amazon rain 
The song of Asian believers 
Filled with God's holy fire 
It's every tribe every tongue every nation 
A love song born of a grateful choir 
 
Chorus 
It's all God's children singing 

Glory, glory hallelujah 
He reigns, He reigns 
It's all God's children singing 
Glory, glory hallelujah 
He reigns (He reigns) 
 
Let it rise above the four winds 
Caught up in the heavenly sound 
Let praises echo from the towers of cathedrals 
To the faithful gathered underground 
Of all the songs sung from the dawn of creation 

Some were meant to persist 
Of all the bells rung from a thousand steeples 
None rings truer than this 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
And all the powers of darkness 
Tremble at what they've just heard 
'Cause all the powers of darkness 
Can't drown out a single word 

 
Repeat Chorus 2x 

Peter Furler | Steve Taylor 
© 2003 Soylent Tunes; Ariose Music 

 
DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Copyright permission: CCLI #3220202 and One License A-740956. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. 
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Today’s Worship Leaders (10:30 AM) 

Assisting Minister          Lisa Hitchcock-Weber 
Communion Assistants   Deanna Owens 

Ushers             Barbara Flowers 
Technology    Stephen Castillo 

 

Altar flowers are given by Cheryl Robinson. 
Happy New Year! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Today is the Epiphany and Baptism of Our Lord:  January 7 
Traditional Worship: 8:00 AM  

Sunday School: 9:15 AM 
Contemporary Worship: 10:30 AM 

 

Sunday School for Everyone: We have room for everyone, and you are welcome.  
      Class options at 9:15 AM include: 

      •Elementary Class (Kindergarten through 6th grade) – downstairs Fellowship  
Hall classrooms 

      •Confirmation Class (7th through 8th grade and parents) – conference room in  
office building 

      •High School Class (9th through 12th grade) – library in office building 
      •Adult Class – Fellowship Hall 

 
Annual Congregational Meeting: Sunday January 21, 2024 – ONE service at 9:30 AM 

followed by the congregational meeting at 10:30 AM. 

 

 

 


