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Walk in Newness of Life
Pastor Clayton Faulkner

As we prepare for our next Church Huddle on Saturday, June 1, | want to
share more information about the resource we’ll be using to guide part of our
time that day. It is a book called “Twelve Keys to an Effective Church: Strong,
Healthy Congregations Living in the Grace of God” by Kennon Callahan.
Callahan is a researcher, author, professor, and pastor who has worked with
thousands of churches as a consultant. He has developed a highly practical
planning model that has assisted many churches in thinking strategically
about their mission and ministry.

The essence of the Callahan approach is the actual twelve keys or
characteristics of thriving churches, which are listed below:

Relational Characteristics - the sources of satisfaction in congregations:

Specific, concrete missional objectives
Pastoral care and outreach

Corporate, dynamic worship
Significant relational groups

Strong leadership resources

Solid, participatory decision making

Functional Characteristics - if these are not in place, are the source of
dissatisfaction in churches:

Several competent programs and activities
Open accessibility

High visibility

Adequate parking, land, and landscaping
Adequate space and facilities

Solid financial resources

As one can see, this method assumes an established church seeking to
increase its effectiveness. At the Huddle we will use Callahan’s assessment
tool to form the initial steps of a master long-range plan. He suggests a
helpful rhythm that has given renewed life to thousands of congregations:
claiming current strengths, expanding some, and then adding others.

Callahan’s model is well-rounded. It offers evaluation of both relationship-
based ministry (pastoral care, worship, groups, etc.) as well as practical
necessities for churches (governance, accessibility, parking, and finances).
We will spend our time rating how New Life is doing on each of these twelve
characteristics. The outcome will be having a sense of what our strengths are
that we can expand and add to and what some of our weaknesses are that we
can improve. These areas will become the foundation of a strategic planning
process.

Our strategic plan will be developed in the months that follow and it will
include specific objectives that we want to achieve in the years ahead. But in
order to develop these objectives, we have to stop and consider where God is
leading us.



That means
reflecting on
the questions
connected to
these twelve
keys for
effectiveness:
How is our
church
enhancing
relationships
between
people? How
are people
being offered
pastoral care?
What is the
nature of our
worship life centered on word and sacrament? How are leaders raised up
among us? How does our governance support the ministry? What kind of
programs and activities are we offering to our community and how
effective are they? How openly accessible is our property to the
community? How visible is our church facility? What kind of impression
does our parking and landscaping make? Is there enough room for the
activities we host or want to host? What is the state of our financial
resources? How are we serving our neighborhood with the love of Jesus?

The planis to address these questions at the next Church Huddle. Once we
come to some consensus on the answers to these questions, then we will
have some direction that our objectives are headed toward. And with the
objectives determined, we can form a group to draft the overall plan to
achieve them.

| hope you’ll come to the next Church Huddle on Saturday, June 1 at 10:00
AM. If you’re invested in the future of New Life you won’t want to miss it!
We will begin to think about this strategic planning process and where it
might take us.




NOTES

Notes from Rebecca
Rebecca McDonald, Director of Worship and Music

THANKYOU!

On Saturday May 11% we held our second annual fundraising concert,
Marinara and Melodies. I’m excited to report that the event raised over
$500 to help send our young people to summer camps!

Many thanks to Holly
Tatuaca, Laura
Strickland, and Lisa
Hitchcock-Weber for
planning and
organizing the event.
Thanks also go to Holly,
Laura, Helen Beckman,
and many youth
helpers for cooking and serving a delicious lasagna dinner.

After eating our fill of yummy food, we moved to the sanctuary for a
wonderful concert. Ryan Strickland played a beautiful euphonium etude,
Isabella Ritchey played an exciting excerpt from a bassoon concerto, and
Austin Tatuaca presented not one but two challenging bass clarinet
pieces.

Kip Olson, who will soon be graduating from Lamar University, played a
fun tuba piece from one of his favorite shows, Dr. Who. Kip was joined by
his mom, Jill, on bass. Allison Patschke sang an epic rendition of the
haunting 80s song, Wicked Game, and everyone thoroughly enjoyed
some audience participation on Pastor Clayton’s rendition of the classic
Bob Dylan song, Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door.

Also performing was New Life’s own Jazz Combo, consisting of Peter
Weber on saxophone, me (Rebecca McDonald) on keyboards, Jill Olson
on bass, and Jon McDonald on the drums. We opened the concert with
some classic jazz standards by Duke Ellington (Take the “A” Train) and
Antonio Carlos Jobim (The Girl from Ipanema), as well as a jazz fusion
piece by the band
Weather Report (A
Remark You
Made). The group
also closed the
event with Fly Me
to the Moon,
Autumn Leaves,
and So What, a
modal jazz piece
by Miles Davis.

Some other talented musicians were hoping to perform as well, but were
unable due to unavoidable circumstances. We missed hearing Eliza
Wishart, Jocelyn Weber, and Lisa Hitchcock-Weber, but know they were
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supporting us in spirit!

Isabella, Austin, and Eliza are among those attending the National Youth
Gathering in New Orleans this summer, and Austin will also be attending
Lutheran Summer Music camp at Valparaiso University in Indiana. On
behalf of them and all the youth attending camps this summer, a huge
thanks to everyone who helped make this evening of food, fellowship, and
music happen. And most of
all, thanks to each and
every one of you who
supported the event with
your attendance, your
donations, and your
prayers. We are so grateful!




. Vision Statement

Upcoming Events

Church Huddle: Join us on Saturday, June 1 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
in the Fellowship Hall. Any and all who are invested in and passionate
about the ministry of New Life are encouraged to attend as we dream
about future plans for our church. Lunch will be provided.

WELCA Brunch and Bunco: The Women of the ELCA are hosting a
Brunch & Bunco event on Sunday, June 2 @ 12:00 PM. Please bring
your favorite dish and if you would like to play bunco bring a $15 gift to
reserve your spot. All women (13 years old and up) are welcome!
Please find Cheryl Robinson for more information.

Bake Sale: The youth will be having a bake sale on Sunday, June 2. All
donations will go toward students attending camps and the gathering
this summer. Thank you for your generous support of our young
disciples!

Senior Lunch: All Seniors 55+ are welcome to join us for lunch on
Wednesday, June 5 in the fellowship hall at 12:00 PM. Join us for food
and fellowship.

Heaven and Hell: On Sunday in June, Pastor Clayton will lead a Bible
study in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 AM. Join us for the learning and
discussion!

WELCA Lunch Out: All women of the church are welcome to join us for
lunch at Baytown Seafood at 11:30 AM on Wednesday, June 12.

Churchwide Garage Sale: We are hosting a churchwide garage sale on
Saturday, June 15 from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Each
person is responsible for their own items and sales. Reserve a spot to
sell for $25 (bring your own table). For an extra $10 you can use one of
the church’s tables ($35 total). See Elna Ritter (elnachula@gmail.com)
for questions or to reserve your spot.

Mary and Martha Bible Study: All women of the church are welcome
to join us for a Bible study in the fellowship hall on Wednesday, June
19 at 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM.

Meals on Wheels: New Life will help deliver meals to our community
the week of June 24-28. Contact Barbara Flowers to sign up.

Christian Helping Hands Update
Judy Foucheaux

For the month of May, the church has donated 76 pounds of food to
Christian Helping Hands. As of Thursday (5-23-24) a lot of the shelves
were bare. No pasta, canned beans or corn, peanut butter, bath soap
and other essentials. With school out, there is a need for CHH to have
more food. Please think about CHH as you grocery shop.

There is a possibility that CHH will be into their new building soon than
August. The concrete floor has been sealed; toilets and sinks are being
installed. So the new building might be ready by the first of July - let us
hope.
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Quilters

This group of faithful women make quilts year-round for Lutheran World
Relief. They meet every Tuesday at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall and all
women are welcome to help make quilts and have fellowship with the
ladies.

In case you have ever wondered where the quilts go that our church
makes and sends to Lutheran World Relief, please check out the map
attached to the quilt room door in the Juull building. There are noted
the different countries and locations that the quilts have been sent.

Give from the Heart
Stewardship Team

As Christians, giving is not only about fulfilling our duty but also about
giving from the heart. Our giving should reflect our love for God and our
desire to support His work. Matthew 6:21 reminds us, “For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

This is one of many giving messages that remind us that when we give
with a joyful heart, it brings glory to God and blesses others. Giving
should never be a burden or something
we do grudgingly. Instead we should

give generously and with gratitude. M'SS'ON

As we give from the heart, we grow
seeds for God’s kingdom. Galatians 6:9 STATEMENT
encourages us, “And let us not grow :

. : New Life Lutheran Church
weary of doing good, for in due season
we will reap if we do not give up.” Our
giving will bring a harvest of blessings
beyond what we can imagine.

So today we encourage you to give from
your heart with joy and gratitude. o A ive disciol
Remember that your giving is impacting [ttt LB AR LS ol Sla) JLicts
God’s kingdom and blessing others. planted in God's love,

May we be faithful stewards of all God growing in faithfulness,

h ith i
frzsﬁ?ﬁsesﬁgaﬁwn and give generously | nourishing the world.




Thank You! From Church Council and Staff

e LupeA. fordonating sheets to the Quilters.

e VinceG. for fixing exterior lights on the admin building. They are so
bright!

e Allyouth that participated in making flower arrangements for
Mother’s Day.

e CherylR. for assisting and working with our youth to design and put
together all flower arrangements.

e Allyouth and parents who helped to cook, serve, and clean up for
Marinara and Melodies.

e Rebecca M. for planning music and accompaniment for the

musicians Marinara and Melodies.

All musicians who shared their gifts of music with the church.

Rebecca M. for leading the choir.

Walt for fixing/installing thermostat in the fellowship hall upstairs.

Pastor Clayton for fixing the adding machine and copier.

Crystal Carbone for speaking at senior luncheon on Pearland School

District.

e Thank you to Gordon M. and Laura S. for joining council.

We appreciate you ALL so much!

Financial Snapshot

Giving in May 2024 (through May 28) =$18,486.48 (75%)
Giving needed per month =$24,617.00

Giving January—May 2024 =$100,986.69 (82%)
Giving needed January—May 2024 =$123,085.00

Graduate Recognition on May 19

High School Graduates:

Isabella Ritchey is graduating from Dawson High School on May 24, and
will be studying nursing at Texas A&M!

Eliza Wishart is graduating from Pearland High School on May 24 and
plans to enter the U.S. Army in the fall, taking after her paternal
grandfather (retired), father (retired), and older brother (currently
serving his 11th year).

Sophia Castillo is graduating on May 24. From Turner High School. Sophia
is pursuing a career in orthodontics. She will attend San Jacinto
College in the fall, transfer to University of Houston to major in
Biology, and attend dental school after she graduates.

Other Graduates:

Kip Olson is graduating from Lamar University in August 2024 with a
bachelor’s degree in computer game development.

Natalia Kolosseus, granddaughter of Jan Kolosseus, graduated from New
Mexico State University on May 11 with a B.S., she plans to attend
veterinary school.
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Environews
Helen Beckman

Saturday, June 8 from 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. is the monthly paper
shredding event at Stella Roberts Recycle Center (SRRC) Paper only. No
staples or plastic windows in envelopes are accepted. The next event
will be Saturday, July 13.

Thursday, June 13 at 7 P.M. is the monthly Garden Lecture on KPB
Facebook Live. The topic is Pollinator Gardening with Don Bushman.

Saturday, July 13 from 1 to 2 P.M. is a KPB workshop, “Meal
Preparations for Disaster Planning” with Anna Duron, Family and
Community Health Agent, at the Delores Fenwick Nature Center on
Magnolia Parkway. It will be a demonstration about how to keep food
safe during an emergency along with some recipes for meal preparation
during emergencies. The workshop is free to the public. RSVP online on
KPB face book or call 281(489)-2795.

- Our next Orange Street cleanup is September 21.
/7] In the church narthex is an adopt-a-spot sign up
sheet. This is not a request for you to promise to
¢'/| be aregular, although that would be nice. It will
/| be a list of people who wish to be personally
reminded in case you would be able to
participate. Ideally, we would have 8 people
each time and contrary to current belief you do
not have to be over 70 to participate. We pick up
litter 4 times a year, never in the summer. See
me about a bribe. Do | sound desperate? | am.
HELP, please.

Lately, I’'ve noticed the fall webworm has taken up residence in a few of
my trees, a red bud, pear, and small pecan seedlings (nutlings that I’'m
digging up anyway). | haven’t seen this offspring of a small white moth
with black dots on its wings for many years or even decades. | thought
the paper wasps were keeping them in check, but | haven’t seen any
paper wasps this year. Could the early spraying for mosquitoes have
done them in? The wasps like to feed the larvae (caterpillars) to their
larvae newly hatched in their paper cells. The webworm really is not
harmful. The yellowish, hairy, larvae with pairs of black dots down its
spine is quite voracious and devours the leaves within the web. A large
infestation may cause stress for the tree. The hairs on the larvae may
cause skin irritation. There are two to four generations a season and the
last one is usually the most damaging. The larvae find a safe place to
pupate in leaf litter or cracks on rough bark and winter over. They hatch
in the spring, mate and the female lays eggs on leaves to begin the cycle
again. It’s another cycle, one of an unimaginable number of cycles and
part of unimaginable kinds of cycles all interreacting, coexisting, and
influencing, one another. How amazing is this creation that we are all a
part of.




What is a Memorial?

A memorial is a special monetary gift given in memory of a loved one or
the loved one of a friend. Memorials are given instead of flowers at the
time of death. They are a wonderful way to give a useful and lasting
remembrance at the time of death.

At New Life, we have a tradition of giving
memorials after the death of a member or
the loved ones of fellow members. The gifts
go into a “Memorial Fund” which is used for
special needs at the church such as starting
a legacy giving fund, or the gifts may be
designated for a certain ministry.

A notice of the gift is sent to the family of
the deceased by the church office. A record
of the gift isincluded on the donor’s
- quarterly financial statement if the donor is
For all the saints a member of New Life. Finally, the
. memorials and other special gifts
who from their contributed in memory of someone, orin
honor of a person, or a special occasion, are
labors rest, recognized periodically in our Signs of New

who Thee by faith Life newsletter.
before the world

Confessed; 2024 Memorial Contributions
Thy name, ,
In Memory of Lief Larson (Lynn Barron’s brother)
O JGSUS, be Nancy Bryars
forever blest. Karen Dahse

Alleluia’ Alleluia! Helen Beckman

In Memory of Joseph Castillo (Mary Ann Marcha’s brother)

Nancy Bryars
Karen Dahse
Helen Beckman
Tamsey Mims
Julie Watkins

In Memory of Else Bunch (Helen Beckman'’s sister)

Nancy Bryars
Mary Anna Vance
Karen Dahse
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Listen, God is Calling
Synod Assembly Report by Nancy Bryars

That was the theme of this year’s Gulf Coast Synod Assembly held at Lord of
Life Lutheran Church in the Woodlands. Cheryl Robinson, Pastor Clayton and
| attended. It was a time worshipping, learning, meeting new people, eating,
and hearing stories of Lutherans listening when God called. There was also
the “fun” stuff of hearing reports, approving the budget, elections. (Voting
was done electronically using our phones or laptops, and for at least one
person that is technically slow, interesting at times.) | especially enjoyed the
opening worship service with new songs, and a service of the Word, Healing,
and Prayer. Two stories of acting on God’s call touched me and | want to
share just a bit about them.

Free Wheels:

“The mission of Freewheels Houston is to provide safe, reliable bicycles to
refugees, veterans emerging from homelessness and young people from low-
income families. Freewheels bicycles provide everyday transportation that
enables people from underserved communities to get to work and school and
stay healthy and connected.”

Free Wheels Houston started in 2015 by volunteers of Christ the King
Lutheran Church. In 2022, 162 people volunteered repairing and distributing
bikes. Last year over 300 bikes were donated, repaired, and given away. They
partnership with individuals, faith communities, foundations, bike shops,
corporations, and organizations working with refugees and homeless
veterans. Volunteers do not need to be bike riders or skilled bicycle
mechanics- just a desire to help those less fortunate that are trying to better
their lives.

This touched me because | have never had to worry about transportation to
get to work. | have had some sort of bicycle for more than 60 years and it’s
just been for my pleasure. Giving a used bike or helping to repair seems like
such a small effort compared to the difference it can make in one’s life.

TREE 4 HOPE:

Tree 4 Hope operates Hope Academy Guatemala. This is the first and only
bilingual STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) school for
girls in Guatemala. It provides the girls with a life-changing education to
ensure they have the skills and resources to thrive in today’s world. They
offer full and partial scholarships to any student who cannot afford the
regular tuition. The school has grown from one kindergarten classroom in
2019 to a modern school building with over 100 girls in pre-K through 6t
grade. The students had an especially difficult time during the COVID-19
pandemic because of the lack of electricity in many homes and other places.

Tree 4 Hope also supports Miguel Magone orphanage and helps the village of
El Aguacate, Guatemala, with food security, music education, psychological
care, and community outreach.

This touched me because | have experienced as a woman how education can
open the world. | just cannot imagine what wonderful opportunities there
can be for these educated Guatemalan girls.

Also ask me about Guatemalan Chica Bean coffee. It’s an important
resource for the village and academy.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to attend the 2024 Synod Assembly.
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an agenda
looking for a
messenger.”
Rev. Elle Clay




Meals on Wheels Ministry

CORE Barbara Flowers
VALUES

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to help with this fantastic

Worshi
ors‘ i ministry!

Family . ’
Hospitality "53¢ 4 ¢ 2024 Future Dates
Community | e June 24-28

Service ﬂ‘ ey

K o e Augl9-23
e Oct14-18
e Dec9-13

We are always in need of extra drivers/delivery volunteers. We have 2
different routes with 16 meals (or less) on each route with 2 people per
route per day. This is a total of 20 people (if my math is correct) needed
for the week. It is really simple, takes about 2 hours (or less), and you
only NEED to agree to one day.

And remember - WE ONLY DO THIS EVERY 8 WEEKS.

“*If you know someone who might benefit from this program, you can call
Pearland Meals on Wheels @ 281-485-5081 for information.

Barbara Flowers: 713-817-1012, barbaraflowers_55@yahoo.com

Houston Lutheran Chorale Upcoming Concerts

BIBLE

4 PM JUNE 15TH TH
GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH . TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
. Nassau Bay DOWNTOWN HOUSTON

\‘W:
BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIRS AND A PICNIC TO TAILGATE IN THE PARKING LOTS AND WATCH FIREWORKS
AFTER THE JULY 4™ CONCERT. YOUR PROGRAM WILL BE YOUR PARKING PASS.




Summer Camp Options at Lutherhill

LUTHERHILL SUMMER

JUNE 9-14

ALPHA
YOUNGN
YEARLING
JR. HIGH

JUNE 30 -
JULY 5

FAMILY CAMP
ONSITE DAY CAMP

what are you waiting for?

JULY 21-26

ALPHA
YOUNGN

YEARLING

" JR. HIGH ADVENTURE
iéj ONSITE DAY CAMP

'JR. HIGH CONNECT sricges 2 weeks of i High Camps

L Y L E 1 Weekend Stay at Lutherhill La Grange

LYLE 2 weekend stay at Lutherhilt Gatveston New

JUNE 16-21

ALPHA
YOUNGN
YEARLING

Y JR. HIGH ADVENTURE

ONSITE DAY CAMP

JULY 7-12

ALPHA
YOUNGN
YEARLING
JR. HIGH AMAZING RACE
SR. HIGH ADVENTURE

JULY 28 -

AUGUST 2

YOUNGN

YEARLING

JR. HIGH
ONSITE DAY CAMP

JUNE 23-28

BEACH CAMP AT
LUTHERHILL
GALVESTON FOR
JR. & SR. HIGH

. Register Today!

WWW.LUTHERHILL.ORG

ALPHA | Completed 1st or 2nd Grade (3 Night Stay)
YOUNGN | Completed 2nd or 3rd Grade

YEARLING | Completed 4th, 5th or 6th Grade

JR. HIGH | Completed 6th, 7th or 8th Grade

SR. HIGH | Completed 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th Grade
LYLE 1 | Completed 9th or 10th Grade

LYLE 2 | Completed LYLE 1, 10th or 11th Grade

(§1> Open Camp Day
f,,: _ June 1st

‘ LA GRANGE « GALVESTON

LUTH ERHILL

MINISTRIES
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New Life Lutheran Church

3521 E Orange St.

Pearland, TX 77581

Phone: (281) 485-1818

Website: NewLifeLutheran.com

Facebook: Facebook.com/NewLifePearland

Church Staff

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Clayton Faulkner
(pastor@newlifelutheran.com)

Director of Worship and Music: Rebecca McDonald
(music@newlifelutheran.com)

Church Council

President: Elna Ritter
Vice-President: Evelyn Baldauf
Secretary: Tamsey Mims
Treasurer: Julie Watkins

At Large: Lisa Hitchcock-Weber, Gordon Meyer, Cheryl
Robinson, Laura Strickland
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Pictures from Confirmation Sunday
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