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Walk in Newness of Life                               
Pastor Clayton Faulkner 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Church Huddle on June 1. We 
had a terrific event and this is a report on the outcomes from that day. 

After learning about the Twelve Keys to an Effective Church (written by 
Kennan Callahan), we rated New Life based on each of the twelve areas of 
focus: 

Six Relational Keys: 

Specific, Concrete Missional Objectives 

Pastoral Care and Outreach 

Corporate, Dynamic Worship 

Significant Relational Groups 

Strong Leadership Resources 

Solid, Participatory Decision Making 

Six Functional Keys: 

Several Competent Programs and Activities 

Open Accessibility 

High Visibility 

Adequate Parking, Land, and Landscaping 

Adequate Space and Facilities 

Solid Financial Resources 

The ratings produced the following results: 

For the six relational keys, Callahan’s method suggests finding the strengths 
and improving them even more. The presence of these keys in churches leads 
to satisfaction among parishioners. Although “Corporate, Dynamic Worship” 
scored the highest, the group decided that since this area is already going so 
well, and there is little to be improved upon, we should focus our efforts 
elsewhere. 

“Pastoral Care and Outreach” scored almost the same as “Solid, 
Participatory Decision Making.” The consensus seems to be that there are 
pastoral care ministries already in place but would be more effective with 
better communication. This includes doing better at making people aware of 
ministries that exist, like the prayer team, pastoral visitation, and 
communion brought to those who are homebound. “Pastoral Care and 
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Outreach” will continue to be lifted up and improved with communication 
and leadership. 

To move forward, we want to expand 2-3 of our current relational 
strengths. After some discussion, the group decided to focus on these 
three areas: 

“Significant Relational Groups” – having an adequate number of 
church relational groups, developing a sense of community within 
our groups, developing new groups and building interest in them. 

“Strong Leadership Resources” – enabling our leaders to lead and be 
trusted, encouraging those with gifts to use them in leadership, 
define objectives for leaders that are measurable, focus on 
accomplishments instead of activities, recognize and acknowledge 
leaders for their efforts. 

“Solid, Participatory Decision Making” – make wise, thoughtful 
decisions in relation to our goals and priorities, create a sense of 
openness and participation around the decision-making process, 
resolve church conflict through decision making process, 
streamline the church’s organizational structure through an 
appropriate number of committees and ministry teams. 

For the six functional keys, Callahan’s method suggests finding the 
weaknesses and bolstering them. The absence of these keys in churches 
leads to dissatisfaction among parishioners. In moving forward, we want 
to improve 1-2 of our current functional weaknesses. The two lowest areas 
were chosen: 

“High Visibility” – the physical visibility of the church property, the 
community grapevine visibility of the church, and the online 
visibility of the church. 

“Solid Financial Resources” – increasing generosity among the 
membership, establishing interest-bearing investment accounts, 
utilizing our property and facilities as an alternative source of 
revenue, managing our debt appropriately, looking for additional 
financial resources. 

Visibility is the most important of these keys. It’s outward facing. It can 
include things like improving signage, our website, and 
social media. 

More importantly, visibility also includes being known in 
the community (described by Callahan as the community 
grapevine). If we go out into the community and ask what 
they need, then we will know how to serve them better 
and what action we need to take (creating events, 
programs, etc.).  

If we are more visible in the community, more people will 
come. If more people come, then we will have more 
financial resources. If we have more financial resources, 
then we can invest more in improving visibility. It 
becomes a positive cycle.  

It was a very successful Church Huddle with lots of good 
input from those who participated. It was also the 
beginning of a longer strategic planning process that will 
begin in August. The strategic planning team will take 
these broad categories and form an action plan with 
checkpoints along the way to make changes in these 
important areas. 
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Notes from Rebecca 
Rebecca McDonald, Director of Worship and Music 

LYRICS QUIZ 

How well do you know the songs and hymns we sing in church? Do you 
find yourself singing bits of songs after you leave worship on Sundays? 
Test your knowledge with the following quiz! See if you can fill in the 
blanks with the correct words to these popular hymns and worship 
songs. Answers are below. Have fun! 

1. Amazing Grace 
Words: John Newton, 1772 
Music: William Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835 
 
Through many _______, _______, and _______ we have already come 
 
2. How Great is Our God 
Words and Music: Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves, Ed Cash, 2006 
 
Age to age he _______, and time is in his _______, beginning and the end 
 
3. How Great Thou Art 
Words: Carl Boberg, 1885 
Music: Swedish folk tune 
 
I see the _______, I hear the _______ _______, thy power throughout the 
universe displayed 
 
4. 10,000 Reasons 
Words and Music: Matt Redman, Jonas Myrin, 2012 
 
Whatever may _______ and whatever _______ _______ _______, let me 
be singing when the evening comes 
 
5. Blessed Assurance 
Words: Fanny Crosby, 1873 
Music: Phoebe Knapp, 1873 
 
Perfect _______, perfect _______, visions of _______ now burst on my 
sight 
 
6. Your Grace Is Enough 
Words and Music: Matt Maher, 2003 
 
You lead us in the _______ of your salvation and all your people _______ 
_______ 
 
7. Be Thou My Vision 
Words: Irish poem, 8th century 
Music: traditional Irish folk tune 
 
Heart of my own heart, whatever ______, still be my vision, O _________ 
of all 
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8. Blessed Be Your Name 
Words and Music: Matt Redman, Beth Redman, 2002 
 
Blessed be your name when I'm found in the _______ _______, though I 
walk through the _______ 
 
9. Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
Words: Charles Wesley, 1747 
Music: Rowland Prichard, 1830 
 
Jesus, thou art all _______, pure, unbounded _______ thou art 
 
10. Mighty to Save 
Words and Music: Ben Fielding, Ruben Morgan, 2006 
 
Forever, author of _______, he rose and conquered the _______ 
 
 

 

1. dangers, toils, and snares 

2. stands; hands 

3. stars; rolling thunder 

4. pass; lies before me 

5. submission; delight; rapture 

6. song; sing along 

7. befall; ruler 

8. desert place; wilderness 

9. compassion; love 

10. salvation; grave 
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Upcoming Events 
 
 
Senior Lunch: All Seniors 55+ are welcome to join us for lunch on 
Wednesday, July 3 in the fellowship hall at 12:00 PM. We will celebrate 
the 4th on the 3rd with an indoor picnic! Hot dogs and trimmings will 
be provided. Bring fried chicken, side dishes, or dessert. Bingo to 
follow. 
 
WELCA Lunch Out: All women of the church are welcome to join us for 
lunch at Taqueria Agaves (3505 E. Broadway) at 11:30 AM on 
Wednesday, July 10. 
 
Mary and Martha Bible Study: All women of the church are welcome 
to join us for a Bible study in the fellowship hall on Wednesday, July 17 
at 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM. 
 
ELCA Youth Gathering: New Life is sending six students and two 
adults to New Orleans for a gathering of over 15,000 to spread God’s 
love on July 16-20. Hear a report of the trip on Sunday, July 21. 
 
Vacation Bible School: August 4-8, 6:00 – 8:00 PM. All kids entering 
Kindergarten through 6th grade in the Fall of 2024 are welcome to join. 
Many helpers will be needed, too! Online registration is open! $20 per 
child. 
 
Rally Day: Sunday, August 11 join us for backpack blessings, an 
introduction to Godly Play, and the kick off of the Sunday School year! 
 

Christian Helping Hands Update 

Judy Foucheaux 

 

I have not kept very good records of the poundage of food for May.  I 
do know that our church has donated about 350 LB for the month of 
May.  Big thanks to Linda & Ronnie, Robin & Vince, Delores, the bunco 
party (free will offering) for buying food and getting it to Christian 
Helping Hands.  Another big thanks to Vince for mowing the grass at 
CHH - it was VERY high. I still do not have a definite date for the move 
to the new building - will keep you posted. 

https://forms.gle/gRD7NXXWoz9ECGmb8
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Give from the Heart 
Stewardship Team 

God does incredible things in you when you give.  In 2 Corinthians 9:7, the 
Bible says “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart 
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.” 

When we give joyfully, we enter into a deeper 
level of trust and surrender to God.  Giving is 
an act of faith, and as we step out in faith, God 
blesses us abundantly in return.  He begins to 
mold our hearts and transforms our minds, 
teaching us the value of generosity and 
selflessness. 

Not only that, but when we give, God enables 
us to become part of something bigger than 
ourselves.  Our giving leads to the spread of 
the gospel and the building up of God’s 
kingdom here on earth.  When we give, we 
become vessels of God’s love and grace to 
those in need. 

So let’s give with joyful hearts, knowing that 
God is working within us and through us to 
bring about God’s purposes.  Together, let’s 
sow into the kingdom and watch as God brings 
forth an abundant harvest in our lives. 

Quilters 

This group of faithful women make quilts year-round for Lutheran World 
Relief. They meet every Tuesday at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall and all 
women are welcome to help make quilts and have fellowship with the 
ladies. 

In case you have ever wondered where the quilts go that our church 
makes and sends to Lutheran World Relief, please check out the map 
attached to the quilt room door in the Juull building. There are noted 
the different countries and locations that the quilts have been sent. 
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 Thank You! From Church Council and Staff 
 
• Pastor Clayton for setting up announcement video loop. 
• Jennifer H. for working on photo directory. 
• Rebecca M. for taking minutes during the Church Huddle. 
• Laura S. for assisting with the results during the Church Huddle. 
• Absolute P&M air conditioning for fixing fellowship hall A/C unit 

upstairs. 
• All the women that joined in on Brunch and Bunco Sunday, food 

and prizes! 
• All our members that supported the youth through the bake sale. 
• Helen B. for her leadership at Senior Lunch. 
• Our Sunday School leaders over the last year: Merideth Oliver, 

Lorraine Walls, Helen Beckman, Pastor, Charlie Gaevert, Kate 
Faulkner. 

• Pastor Clayton for leading our Heaven and Hell Bible Study on 
Sunday mornings. 

• Tina M. for baking cookies for the Church Huddle. 
• Pastor Clayton for providing our pizza lunch at the Church Huddle.  
 

We appreciate you ALL so much! 

 
Financial Snapshot 

Giving in June 2024 (through June 24)         = $23,400.29 (95%) 

Giving needed per month                          = $24,617.00 

Giving January—June 2024                             = $124,823.86 (84.5%) 

Giving needed January—June 2024                         = $147,702.00 
 

Students Raised $256 at the Bake Sale on June 2! 

 

Austin Tatuaca, Masamo 
Faulkner, and Ryan 
Strickland are all headed to 
the ELCA Youth Gathering in 
July thanks to your support 
of our students through the 
Bake Sale. Our students 
participate in fundraisers all 
year long to be able to 
attend summer camps and 
gatherings. This is how we 
fulfill our mission to “raise 
disciples planted in God’s 
love, growing in faith, and 
nourishing the world.” 
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Environews 
Helen Beckman 
 
Thursday, July 11 is the monthly Garden Lecture at 7 P.M. on Keep 
Pearland Beautiful Facebook Live. The topic is Canning Summer 
Tomatoes with Shana Kutac. 

Saturday, July 13 from 9 to 2 is KPB’s monthly paper shredding at 
the Stella Roberts Recycle Center (SRRC). 

Saturday, September 21 is our next Orange Street litter pickup. 

Thanks to everyone who brought your aluminum to church for the 
youth camp fund. We received over $66 for the sale of that aluminum. 
More important is that many pounds of soda cans, aluminum foil and 
pans, and cat food cans will be recycled into new products and not 
become a part of the waste stream.  For easier storage and transporting, 
we crush the soda cans and aluminum pans, and take off the tabs to 
collect separately for Mac Donald House fundraising. MacDonald House 
is located in the Houston Medical Center to house families of children 
from out of town who are here for cancer treatments. We also remove 
paper from the cat food cans for paper recycling. This is an ongoing 
project. Cans can be left in the Juul fellowship hall or by the library in 
the administration building. 

I was recently touched by a quote on one of my many bookmarks from 
World Wildlife Federation (WWF). “The Earth has music for those who 
listen” It really resonated with me. (I couldn’t resist the pun. It’s the 
only word that really fits for me.) It was attributed to George Santayana, 
aka Jorge Augustin Nicolas Ruiz de Santayana, a Spanish- American 
philosopher, poet, humanist. He is also credited with saying another of 
my favorite quotes, “Those who cannot remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.” 

I was curious about this philosopher whom I had 
not heard of. His philosophy seems to include a 
great appreciation for nature and what is real, but 
without regard for God. He believed in evolution 
and felt the development of man was in relation 
to his adapting to his natural environment. He 
calls himself an aesthetic Catholic because he 
loved the beauty of Catholic art and the 
community but without the spiritual faith. I don’t 
understand how anyone can appreciate nature 
without faith in God. To me the more I learn about 
science and nature the more evidence there is of 
our great Creator. I recommend listening to the 
music of the Earth. It is replete with joy, peace, 
and love of our Heavenly Father, the composer of 
it all.  
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News from Godly Play 
Evelyn Baldauf 
 

“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.’” Matthew 19:14 

Hi! Welcome to the Godly Play section of this newsletter. Wow! It’s so 
hard to believe that the training for Godly Play has come and gone, and 
at last we are doing the work of getting ready for Vacation Bible School 
and Rally Day. There is so much to tell and so much to do and so many 
people to thank …. this may be a little longer! 

First, thank you so 
much for sending me 
as part of the team 
with Pastor Faulkner, 
Jan Bigham, our all 
things Montessori 
expert, and myself 
who will have the 
privilege of being the 
first Storyteller for 
Godly Play for New Life 
Lutheran.  

The time that we spent 
at the conference was 
amazing and we met so many people, some of which had been doing 
Godly Play for years and others, like us who were newbies to the 
program and the philosophy behind the program that emphasizes the 
seeking “to nurture the deepest part of children’s hearts” and to “help 
them become aware of the mystery of God’s presence in their life.” In 
Godly Play these goals are taught and nurtured through exposure to 
God’s actions and words as taught in the Bible through telling Bible 
stories like Creation, The Flood; parables like The Sower; and the 
Liturgical actions of the church such as Baptism, Advent and so on. The 
emphasis is always on the child and the space for the classroom is 
designed to be worshipful as well as educational. There are stories, 
children’s responses to the story, and a feast. If this sounds familiar, it is 
based on our church experience. We come to church, hear the word, 
respond to the word and then celebrate the word with communion. For 
us, in our congregation, we will be following our church calendar which 
will determine the order of the Godly Play lessons and will also impact 
what materials we need first so there will be changes to our donation 
list. On a side note, during Vacation Bible School, Pastor and I will be 
alternating sharing special stories from Godly Play to the children 
attending.  

We have been so blessed to have many 
people in the congregation already donating 
to Godly Play through money donations, 
materials, and prayers. We had a list of 
supplies that we were looking for but in 
many ways it was very confusing not only to 
you but also to me. It was so interesting to 
see how the materials from the list were 
being used in the Godly Play program. So 
now it makes more sense and I’ll be able to 
adjust the list better.  
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Sign Up for Community Rewards at Kroger 

 

Thank You from Rosalie Salazar 



12 

Meals on Wheels Ministry 
Barbara Flowers 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped during the month of June with 
providing meals to the people of Pearland. 

Doug & Lynn Barron, Helen Beckman, Mary Anna Vance, Lynn Cope, 
Samaira Sirajee, Jamie & Hunter Harrelson, Tamsey Mims, Cheryl 
Robinson, Donna Patschke, Nancy & Roland Bryars, Walt & Carole 
Wright, and the Scott Family!  

Our next delivery will be August 19-23. Check your calendar to see if 
you might be available to help. If you think this is something you might 
be interested in doing, please contact me, Barbara Flowers. 

**If you know someone who might benefit from this program, you can call 
Pearland Meals on Wheels @ 281-485-5081 for information. 

Barbara Flowers: 713-817-1012, barbaraflowers_55@yahoo.com  

 
Houston Lutheran Chorale Upcoming Concerts 

 
Liquid IV for Youth Gathering 

 

We have six students and two adults attending the Youth Gathering in New 
Orleans from July 16-20. One of the ways New Life members can support this 
experience is by donating Liquid IV hydration packets. The Youth Gathering 
has set a goal of assembling 3,000 disaster relief kits filled with items that are 
most requested in the days following a hurricane. Our group has been asked to 
bring Liquid IV hydration packets (Gatorade, Propel, LMNT, or any electrolyte 
powder packet for water is also acceptable). You can bring these donations to 
New Life between now and July 14. 
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Christian Helping Hands Food Pantry Update 
Judy Foucheaux 

The donations to Christian Helping Hands have been very generous this month of November. With the help 
of Linda and Ronnie Stavinoha, Doug and Lynn Barron, Robin Gottleib (and sister) and a generous 
donation from Bob Leach, we have given over 1000 lbs. of food stuff, turkeys, etc. to CHH. The donations to 
the church grocery basket have been very big too. CHH is giving food to over 40 families a day, 5 days a 
week. A lot of families had a nice Thanksgiving dinner with the help of your donations. Thank you very 
much. 

The Quilt Room is Organized! 

 

A very big thank you to Karen Dahse and her granddaughter Lizzie for all 
their hard work in the quilters room organizing, sorting, and arranging 
materials. It looks amazing! 

 

New Life at Camp Lutherhill 
 

Max Castillo enjoyed a week of camp at Lutherhill in La Grange, TX. 
Deacon Faulkner is serving as program staff this summer at Lutherhill. 
So far he has assisted with a group of young campers for a week, and 
been deployed to Faith Lutheran in Dickinson and Lord of Life Lutheran 
in The Woodlands to lead onsite day camps! 
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New Life Lutheran Church 

3521 E Orange St. 

Pearland, TX 77581 

Phone: (281) 485-1818 

Website: NewLifeLutheran.com 

Facebook: Facebook.com/NewLifePearland 

 

Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Clayton Faulkner 
(pastor@newlifelutheran.com) 

 

Director of Worship and Music: Rebecca McDonald 

(music@newlifelutheran.com) 

 

Church Council 

President: Elna Ritter 

Vice-President: Evelyn Baldauf 

Secretary: Tamsey Mims 

Treasurer: Julie Watkins 

At Large: Gordon Meyer, Cheryl Robinson, Laura Strickland 
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Churchwide Garage Sale Success! 

 

Thank you to everyone that contributed to and shopped at the garage 
sale. Special thanks to Elna Ritter for coordinating. We raised $1,083.25 
for the general fund!  

 

Vacation Bible School Registration Is Open! 

 

August 4-8, 6:00 – 8:00 PM. All kids 
entering Kindergarten through 6th 
grade in the Fall of 2024 are welcome to 
join. Many helpers will be needed, too! 
Online registration is open! $20 per 
child. 

https://forms.gle/gRD7NXXWoz9ECGmb8


16 

J
u

ly
 2

0
2

4
 


