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became flesh

and lived among us
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NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pearland, TX
Worship at 9:30 AM
Second Sunday of Christmas
Lessons and Carols
January 5, 2025

Our mission is to raise disciples planted in God'’s love,
growing in faithfulness, and nourishing the world.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GATHERING HYMN Love Has Come (ELW 292)
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1 Love has come— a light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love is born! Come, share in the won - der. Love is God now a -
3 Love has come and nev- er will leave us! Love is life ev-er-
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Beth-le - hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;

last - ing and free. Love is Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to
what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love! Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love!  Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950
Music: UN FLAMBEAU, F. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provengale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS - Rebecca McDonald




OPENING HYMN Once in Royal David’s City (ELW 269)
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit-y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who 1s Godand Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poorlow - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’'n a - bove;
we  shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil- dren on to the place wherehe 1is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath - er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876

CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE
A: Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.
All: By day and night he shines for all to see.

A: Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty
All: that the world may see the justice and richness of God.

A: God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,
All: so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal
life.

A: Jesus is the light of the world.
All: Jesus is the light of our lives.

A: Sing to God a new song!
All: A song of hope, joy, and peace around the worid.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

A:

All:

Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have thrown a
lifeline to us in our darkness—a beam of light that shines through
Jesus. Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation.
Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. Fill us with the
wonder and joy of his presence in the world and in our hearts.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18
The Creation of Day and Night

R1:

R1:

All:

'In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, *the
earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep,
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God
said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. “And God saw that the
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. >God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day. *And God said, "Let
there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the
night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and
years, °and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light
upon the earth." And it was so. *God made the two great lights — the
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night —
and the stars. 1“God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon
the earth, 8o rule over the day and over the night, and to separate
the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



CAROL I Wonder as I Wander (WOV 642)

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky,
how Jesus the Savior did come for to die
for poor ordinary people like you and like I;
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky.

When Mary birthed Jesus, 'twas in a cow's stall
with wise men and farmers and shepherd and all.
but high from God's heaven a star's light did fall,
and the promise of ages it did then recall.

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing,

a star in the sky, or a bird on the wing,

or all of God's angels in heaven for to sing,

he surely could have it, 'cause he was the King.

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky,
how Jesus the Savior did come for to die
for poor ordinary people like you and like I;
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky.

Adapted: John Jacob Niles | Source: Traditional Appalachian carol © 1934 (Renewed) by G. Schirmer Inc.

SECOND READING: Genesis 22:9-12, 15-18
The faith of Abraham

R2:

R2:
All:

When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built
an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and
laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. °Then Abraham reached out
his hand and took the knife to kill his son. *'But the angel of the LORD
called to him from heaven, and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he
said, "Here I am." '?He said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy or do
anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not
withheld your son, your only son, from me." **The angel of the LORD
called to Abraham a second time from heaven, °and said, "By myself I
have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have
not withheld your son, your only son, /I will indeed bless you, and I
will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as
the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the
gate of their enemies, ®and by your offspring shall all the nations of
the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my
voice."

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



CAROL What Child is This? (ELW 296)
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1 What child is this, who, laid to restt on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such meanes-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this 1s  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise,raise the song on high, the wvir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ i1s born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.

THIRD READING: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

The prophecy of Jesus’ birth

R3: 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. ®For
a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon
his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. “His authority shall grow
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David
and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the
LORD of hosts will do this.

R3: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.



CAROL Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (ELW 288)
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1 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is  bormn to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was bomn for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he 1s in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er- more.
Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev - er - last-ing hall.
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Christ s born  to - day! Christ is bormn to - day!
Christ was born  for  this! Christ was born for  this!
Christ was born  to save! Christ was born  to save!

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.

FOURTH READING: Micah 5:2-5a

The prophecy of Bethlehem

R1: 2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give
them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. “And he
shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure,
for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; >and he shall be the
one of peace.

R1: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.



CAROL O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279)
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O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si- lent-ly the won -drous gift is  giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav’'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in  this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad od - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to- night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.

a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!

oh, come to  us,

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908

FIFTH READING: Luke 1:26-35, 38

The Annunciation to Mary

R2: 2°In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And
he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with
you." 2°But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what
sort of greeting this might be. 3°The angel said to her, "Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.



31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
will name him Jesus. 3?He will be great, and will be called the Son of
the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of
his kingdom there will be no end." 3*Mary said to the angel, "How can
this be, since I am a virgin?" 3°The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of
God. *®¥Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be
with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.

R2: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CAROL Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (ELW 272)
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem  hath
2 I - sai - ah had fore - told it, the rose 1 have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with  sweet-ness  fills the
4 QO Sav - ior, child of Mar - y, who felt our hu - man
-
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s  lin - eage com - ing as
mind;  with Mar - vy we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with  glo - rious splen - dor the
woe; O Sav - ior, king of glo - 1y, who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark - ness ev - 'ty - where. True man, yet ver - y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the «cold of win - ter, when half - spent  was the night.
bore to us a Sav - ior, when half-spent was  the night.
sin and death he saves wus and light-ens ev - 'ty load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.

Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 18761948, st. 4
Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesdinge, Kbln, 1599



SIXTH READING: Matthew 1:18-25
The birth of Jesus

R3:

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. °Her
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 2°But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet: 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God
is with us." 2*When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, °but had no
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named
him Jesus.

R3: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
CAROL Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (ELW 276)
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1 In - fant ho - ly, in- fant low -ly, for his bed a cat- tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herdskeep-ing vig-il till the morn-ing new
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ox -en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto -ry, tid-ings of a gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor - row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all'!  Christ the child is Lord of all!

Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
Music: W ZLOBIE LEZY, Polish carol
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SEVENTH READING: Luke 2:8-20
The shepherds go to the manger

R1:

R1:

All:

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 1°But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. 1?This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 3And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favors!" >When the angels had left them and gone
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us." *So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. ”When they saw this, they
made known what had been told them about this child; 8and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. °But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. ?°The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, as it had been told them.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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CAROL

Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW 289)
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I  An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds,why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro - long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav’n-ly song?
come, a-dore on bend -ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born king.
n Refrain
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ri-a in ex-cel-sis De - 0.

Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864

Music: GLORIA, French carol

EIGHTH READING: Matthew 2:1-11
The wise men are led by the star

R2:

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of

Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is

the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King

Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; “and
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he

inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. >They told him,
"In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
®'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to

shepherd my people Israel.™
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‘Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them
the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage." *When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. “When they saw that the
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. !On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,

and myrrh.

R2: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
CAROL In the Bleak Midwinter (ELW 294)
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1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost - y wind made moan,
2 Heav-en can - not hold him, nor . . . . earth sus - tain;
3 What. . . can I give  him, poor. . .. as I am?
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earth stood hard as 1 - ron, wa - ter like a stone;
heav’'n and earth shall flee a- way when he comes to reign;
If I were a shep - herd I would bring a lamb;
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snow had fall - en, SNIOW 0N SNow, SNOW on SNIOW,
n the bleak mid - win - ter a sta - ble place suf - ficed
it I were a wise . . . man I would do my part;
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in the bleak mid - win - ter, long a - go.
the Lord ... God al - might - v, Je - sus Christ.
yet what I can I  give him— give my heart.

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: CRANHAM, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
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NINTH READING: John 1:1-14
The mystery of the Incarnation

R3:

R3:
All:

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. ?He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being “in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. >The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it. ®There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. "He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all
might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came
to testify to the light. °The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world. °He was in the world, and the world came into
being through him; yet the world did not know him. 'He came to what
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. ?But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, 3who were born, not of blood or of the will of the
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. *And the Word became flesh
and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father's only son, full of grace and truth.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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CAROL Of the Father’s Love Begotten (ELW 295)
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1 Of the Fa- ther’s love be - got - ten ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, when the vir - gin,
3 This is he whom seers in old time chant-ed of with
4 Let the heights of heav’n a - dore him; an - gel hosts, his
5 Christ, to thee, with God the Fa - ther, and, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, he is Al-pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, by the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, whom the voic - es of the proph - ets
prais - es sing; pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore him
Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high thanks-giv - ing
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he the source,the end - ing he, of the things that are, that
bore the Sav - ior of our race, and the babe, the world’sre -
prom-ised in  their faith - ful word; now he shines, the long - ex -
and ex - tol our God and King; let no tongue on earth be
and un-wea - ried prais - es be: hon - or, glo - ry, and do -
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have been, and that fu - ture years shall see,
deem - er, first re - vealed his sa - cred face,
pect - ed; let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, ev - ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, and e - ter - nal vic - to - ry
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ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more! A -  men.

Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348—413; tr. composite
Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong mode V, 13th cent.



RESPONSIVE PRAYER

A:
All:

A:

All:

All:

All:

All:

All:

All:

All:

Glory to God in the highest
and peace to God’s people on earth.

Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. You rule the earth with truth and
justice.
Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.

Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made
flesh.

Reveal yourself to us that we may bear your light to all the
world.

In your light, draw all to the manger
to gather in wonder with the shepherds.

In your light, draw all to the manger
to kneel in reverence with the wise ones.

In your light, draw all to the manger
to sing for joy with the angels.

In the brightness of Jesus
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the
world.

And now, we unite our prayers together as we say:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

16



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

A: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!

All: Praise God, all creatures here below!

A: You are the shepherds telling the story.

All: We tell it in the streets and across the land.

A: You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving.

All: We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and
treasures.

A: You are the angels announcing good news.

All: We live with joy and go now in peace.

A: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and
forever.

All: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

The Bells of Christmas (ELW 298)
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Det ki - mer nu til ju - e - fest, det ki - mer
1 The bells of Christ - mas chime once more; the heav'n - ly
2 This world, though wide and  far out - spread, could scarce - ly
3 Now let us go with qui - et mind, the swad - dled
4 Oh, join with me, n glad - ness sing, to  keep our
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for den hej - e geest,  som steg til la - ve
guest 1S at the  door. He comes to earth - ly
find for you a bed. Your cra - dle was a
babe  with  shep - herds find, to gaze on  him who
Christ - mas with our king, un - til our song, from
0| : .
e — b
J d' Vs ._d 5
hyt - ter ned med nyt - ars - ga - ver: frvd og  fred.
dwell - ings still with new year  gifts of peace, good will.
man - ger stall, no pearl nor silk nor king - ly hall.
glad - dens them, the love - liest flow’r of Jes - se’s  stem.
lov - ing souls, like rush - ing might - y wa - ter  rolls!

5 O patriarchs’ Joy, O prophets’ Song,
O Dayspring bright, awaited long,
O Son of Man, incarnate Word,
great David's Son, great David’s Lord:

6 Come, Jesus, glorious heav’'nly guest,
and keep your Christmas in our breast;
then David’s harpstrings, hushed so long,
shall swell our jubilee of song.

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Charles Porterfield Krauth, 1823-1883, alt.

Music: DeEr xiMER NU TIL JULEFEST, Carl C. N. Balle, 1806-1855

DISMISSAL

A: Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.

All: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Copyright permission: CCLI #3220202 and One License A-740956. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg

Fortress.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Today is the Second Sunday of Christmas: January 5
Worship: 9:30 AM
Sunday School: 10:30 AM

Sunday School for Everyone: Sunday School is at 10:30 AM. We have room for everyone, and you are
welcome. Class options include:
*Godly Play Class (Kindergarten through 6th grade) — downstairs Fellowship Hall classrooms
*Confirmation Class (7th through 8th grade and parents) — conference room in office building
*High School Class (9th through 12th grade) — library in office building
*Adult Sunday School — Video Class (Fellowship Hall with Nolan and Donna Patschke and
Merideth Oliver)

IMPORTANT INVITATION: As our synod Bishop, Rev. Michael Rinehart, is in his final term, a new
bishop will be elected at the next Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod Assembly in May 2025. In
anticipation of this, all lay folks in our conference are invited to attend an important gathering on Saturday,
January 11, 10:00 AM - 12 noon at House of Prayer Lutheran Church, 14045 Space Center Blvd.,
Houston, TX 77062. Robert Rivera will lead us through a discussion concerning the qualities needed in
our next bishop. This is a true opportunity to have a voice in the discovery/discernment process. Snacks
will be provided. If you are interested, please let the New Life office know by January 6 so that House of
Prayer can anticipate a head count.

Women’s Bible Study: January 15" is the Mary Martha Bible Study at 9:15 AM. For the next three
months we'll be studying "Receiving Grace: A Study of Ephesians” taken from the WELCA bimonthly
magazine, Gather. Please join us.

Congregational Meeting: The annual congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, January 26",
immediately following worship. Members of New Life, please plan to attend this important meeting.

Today’s Worship Leaders

Assisting Minister Nancy Bryars
Lay Readers Aimee Castillo

Elna Ritter
Technology
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