THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Holy Communion
Traditional
April 19, 2026
Worship at 9:30 AM

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pearland, Tx

Our mission is to raise disciples planted in God’s love,
growing in faithfulness and nourishing the world.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
All: Amen

P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that
nourish us. Blessed are you.

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P:  Jesus Christ, you are the faithful withness who accompanies us on our
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for
making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you

honor and praise, now and forever.

All: Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (ELW 389)

1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

2 Christ is alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,

but saving, healing, here and now,
and touching ev’ry place and time.

31In ev'ry insult, rift, and war,

where color, scorn, or wealth divide,
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,
and lives, where even hope has died.

4Women and men, in age and youth,
can feel the Spirit, hear the call,

and find the way, the life, the truth,
revealed in Jesus, freed for all.

> Christ is alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,

till earth and sky and ocean ring

with joy, with justice, love, and praise.

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW Setting Three Feast)

1 This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.

2 This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are his.



3 This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God,

and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

“This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us Pray, O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples
in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him
in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

All: Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41

A: 142 peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the
crowd: 3¢“Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that
God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

37”Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to
Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter
said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit. 3°For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all
who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 4°And
he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” ' So those who welcomed his
message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were
added.

A: Word of God, Word of life.
All: Thanks be to God.



PSALM : Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 Please read responsively by whole verse.

A: 11 love the Lord, who has heard my voice, and listened to my
supplication,
All: %for the Lord has given ear to me whenever I called.

A: 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came
upon me; I came to grief and sorrow.

All: 4Then I called upon the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray you,
save my life.”

A: 2How shall I repay the Lord for all the good things God has done for
me?

All: 31 will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the
Lord.

A: 141 will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people.
All: 15Precious in your sight, O Lord, is the death of your servants.

A: 16 O Lord, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of
your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds.

All: 71 will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon
the name of the Lord.

A: 18T will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people,
All: 12in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you,
O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23

A: 7If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to
each person’s work, live in fear during the time of your exile. ¥You know
that you were ransomed from the futile conduct inherited from your
ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold !°but with the
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. ?°He
was destined before the foundation of the world but was revealed at the
end of the ages for your sake. 2! Through him you have come to trust in
God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your trust
and hope are in God.  2?2Now that you have purified your souls by your
obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual affection, love one
another deeply from the heart.

23You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed,
through the living and enduring word of God.



A: Word of God, Word of life.
All: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia. (Luke 24:32)

P: Alleluia. Our hearts burn within us
All: while you open to us the scriptures. Alleluia.

GOSPEL READING: Luke 24:13-35

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: 3Now on that same day two disciples were going to a village called
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, #and talking with each other
about all these things that had happened. > While they were talking and
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 1 but their eyes
were kept from recognizing him. ”And he said to them, “What are you
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking
sad. ¥ Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are
you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that
have taken place there in these days?” 1°He asked them, “What things?”
They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 2°and how our
chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and
crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.
Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took
place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at
the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there
they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels
who said that he was alive. *Some of those who were with us went to the
tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.”
25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have declared! %6 Was it not necessary that
the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?”
2’Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them
the things about himself in all the scriptures.

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked
ahead as if he were going on. 2°But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay
with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.”

So he went in to stay with them. 3°When he was at the table with them, he
took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.



31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished
from their sight. 3> They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned to
Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered
together. 3 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has
appeared to Simon!” 3>Then they told what had happened on the road and
how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON - Pastor Kim Little-Brooks

HYMN OF THE DAY That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright (ELW 384)

! That Easter day with joy was bright;
the sun shone out with fairer light
when, to their longing eyes restored,
th'apostles saw their risen Lord!

2 0 Jesus, king of gentleness,

with constant love our hearts possess;
to you our lips will ever raise

the tribute of our grateful praise.

3 O Christ, you are the Lord of all

in this our Easter festival,

for you will be our strength and shield
from ev'ry weapon death can wield.

4 All praise, O risen Lord, we give
to you, once dead, but now alive!
To God the Father equal praise,

and God the Spirit, now we raise!



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.
A: .... Merciful God,
All: .... receive our prayer

P:  God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior.

All: Amen.

PEACE
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
The ministry of New Life Lutheran Church is made possible through the
tithes, gifts, and offerings of the people. We encourage you to give as an
act of worship today. You can offer a gift by texting to 281.864.3278,
adding a dollar amount to the message box, and send. A link will appear
for a one time set up. Once it is set up, it takes seconds to give again. You
can also give through our website by scanning the QR code on the pew.

OFFERTORY - Travis Lairson

OFFERING PRAYER

A: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day
by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

All: Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW Setting Three

! Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of pow’r and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.

2 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

All: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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SHARING THE MEAL
Everyone is welcome to receive Jesus in bread and wine. This is Jesus' table, and he
welcomes all. Pre-filled communion packets are available in the Narthex if you would
prefer to receive communion that way. Everyone else is invited to come down the
center aisle maintaining two continuous lines. You will receive a piece of bread with
the words, "The body of Christ given for you," and you can respond with, "Amen."
Remain on the side of the section of pews you are sitting in. You will receive an
individual cup of either wine (red) or grape juice (clear) with the words, "The blood of
Christ shed for you," and you can respond with, "Amen." There is a basket available
for your empty cup. You will then return to your pew from the side aisle.

COMMUNION

P:  The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

All: Amen.

1 COMMUNION HYMN Lamb (ELW Setting Three)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

2 COMMUNION HYMN Here Is Bread (ELW 483)

1 Here is bread, here is wine,
Christ is with us, He is with us.
Break the bread, drink the wine,
Christ is with us here.

Chorus In this bread there is healing,
in this cup there is life.
In this bread, in this cup,
Christ is with us here.

2Here is grace, here is peace,
Christ is with us, He is with us.
Know His grace, find peace,
feast on Jesus here. Chorus

3 Here we are, joined as one,
Christ is with us, He is with us.
We'll proclaim, 'til he comes,
Jesus crucified. n Chorus
12



3 COMMUNION HYMN As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522)

1 As we gather at your table,

as we listen to your word,

help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story

till we claim it as our own;

teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love's vict'ry known.

2 Turn our worship into witness

in the sacrament of life;

send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;

may we still behold your image

in the world you died to save.

3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that feast
where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us
nor will pride our peace destroy,

as we join with saints and angels

to repeat the sounding joy.

COMMUNION BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and
keep you in His grace.
All: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection
you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread
of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our risen Lord.

All: Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and # give you peace.
All: Amen.

SENDING HYMN Let All Things Now Living (ELW 881)

1 Let all things now living

a song of thanksgiving

to God the creator triumphantly raise,
who fashioned and made us,

protected and stayed us,

who still guides us on to the end of our days.
God's banners are o'er us,

God's light goes before us,

a pillar of fire shining forth in the night,
till shadows have vanished

and darkness is banished,

as forward we travel from light into light.

2 God rules all the forces:

the stars in their courses

and sun in its orbit obediently shine;

the hills and the mountains,

the rivers and fountains,

the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine.
We too should be voicing

our love and rejoicing;

with glad adoration a song let us raise

till all things now living

unite in thanksgiving:

"To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!"

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
All: Thanks be to God.

Copyright permission: CCLI #3220202 and One License A-740956.
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress.
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Today’s Worship Leaders (9:30 AM)

Assisting Minister Lawrence Walls, Lorraine Walls
Communion Assistants Elna Ritter, Merideth Oliver
Ushers Reggie Minja, Jenaro Castillo
Tech Booth Ryan Strickland

Altar Flowers are from Elna Ritter in honor of her brother Paul Ffrench.

(Altar Flowers signup sheet is located in the Narthex.
Please reserve your favorite date!)

UPCOMING EVENTS April, 16 2026

Adult Sunday School: We will be watching and discussing the Martin Luther video.

Orange Street Cleanup: Sat. Apr. 18, 8:30am. Help us clean up our street! It will count as
part of God’s Work Our Hands.

Bake Sale: Sun. Apr. 19, Selling Baked Goods after the Sunday service to help support
our Youth Mission Trip.

Game Night: Sat. Apr. 25™, 5:00-8:00pm. All ages are welcome and pizza will be served.
Please join us for the Fun !!!!

Gods Work Our Hands: Sun. Apr. 26, Volunteering starts after service. Sign up sheets in
the Narthex. Singing at Brookdale Senior Living, Assemble Health Care Kits here at church,
Tie knots in Quilts here at church, Plant a Tree or/and Bushes here at Church.

Lutheran World Relief : Please continue to bring items for Lutheran World Relief personal
care kits. (Towels, Bars of Soap, Nail clippers, and Combs.)

Mother’s Day Flowers: Please bring bud vases to help our youth make flower arrangements
to sell on Mother’s Day.

Women’s Luncheon: Sunday May 31st, 11:00am, Luau Theme ..... Save the date.

Quilters: Tues. 9:30am, Come help us make Quilts for the Lutheran World Relief. Join us
for fellowship and potluck.

Crocheters and Knitters Needed: Please help us knit or crochet Prayer Shawls for our
ministry. Please contact Julie Watkins. auntjuliesings@yahoo.com
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Fundraiser: Please bring Aluminum Cans for the Youth, raising funds for their ongoing
projects.

New 2026 Altar Flower Chart: Price for flowers is $50.00 per arrangement. Take them
home after the service. Chart is located in the Narthex.

Fellowship Hall Rental: Receptions and Other Events: Call or Email the office for more
Information: 281-485-1818, office@newlifelutheran.com

Council Connections: Feel free to write the Council with ideas, suggestions, or concerns
to president@newlifelutheran.com
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