On Sunday, September 11 our congregation
engaged in service work all over the church
campus as part of “God’s work. Our hands.” day of
service. We had 65 people in attendance at our
combined worship service and most stayed to
participate in one of the 10 service projects we
offered around the church. Thanks to the
coordinators of the projects: Cheryl, Lynn, Korie,
Cathy, Elizabeth, Kate, Helen, Linda, Walt, and
Bryan.
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Walk in Newness of Life
Pastor Clayton Faulkner

The month of October is here! | know you’re anticipating the
Fall, unless you don’t like the Fall for some reason. Either way,
itis here. As a pastor that cares about our communal life
together in worship, I’'m always thinking about what is coming
ahead on the church calendar, also known as the liturgical
calendar.

October does have one thing | know you are anticipating (as a
good Lutheran should): Reformation Sunday. Reformation Day
is always October 31, but it is usually commemorated on
Reformation Sunday, whatever the last Sunday on the
calendar happens to be. This year, that is October 30.

Some people see Reformation Sunday as a big pep rally for the
Lutheran Church. Others might highlight the severance our
forebears made with the Roman Catholic church, officially
signaling the birth of the Protestant movement. | prefer to
look at it a different way.

When | consider the Reformation, it was about reforming the
church. And reform is evergreen. The church is always in need
of shedding its skin (or perhaps sin) and being renewed in its
focus for ministry.

| remember a seminary professor who asked us this question:
What kind of church does this world need?

That question has stuck with me for some time. What a fertile
question. It gives us a chance to consider the needs of the
world. What is the status of
our world these days? Where
is there hatred, violence, and
chaos? Where is there famine,
disease, and scarcity? Where
is there hopelessness,
illiteracy, and neglect?

Our world is filled with these
things. Some of them are
right under our local noses.
Surprisingly you don’t have to
drive far to encounter some of
these needs. So what kind of
church is needed to face the
needs of our world?

Continued...



| think you could say lots of things. You could go lots of
different directions and still answer this questionin a
satisfactory way.

The world needs a church that is loving, so loving that it sees
every living thing as part of God’s holistic creation and takes
every chance to embody God’s love for the cosmos.

The world needs a church that is adaptive, ready to abandon
the old, tired ways of organizational thinking for new ways
that bring life and vitality.

The world needs a church that is Christ-centered, focused on
the words and ministry of Jesus and how they can bring
transformation to our world today.

The world needs a church that is compassionate, never using
our status or position in the world to bring harm, but only to
bring healing to those who are over-looked.

The world needs a church that is self-sacrificing, willing to
freely share its property, buildings, and money so that others
can be better off than they were before.

The list goes on and on. | hope you have your own way of
answering the question, because it is an important one.
Because really, the question is not about the church, the
question is about you and I.

What kind of person does this world need? How do | live my
life more faithfully for the sake of the world?

My heart always goes back
to the sacraments and the
assembly. So my answer
would be: “The world
needs a church that
continually gathers around
God's story and table, and
then embodies that story
and food for the life of the
world.” I think telling a
better story and sharing
food is what the world
needs from us the most.

What does the world need
New Life Lutheran Church
to be? linvite you to
ponder this question with
me.




Church Council News
Lisa Hitchcock-Weber

My brothers and sisters, whenever you face various trials,
consider it all joy, because you know that the testing of your
faith produces endurance. And let endurance complete its
work, so that you may be complete and whole, lacking in
nothing. (James 1:2-4)

Since late August, much has changed in our community of
faith. In response to our August Town Hall, the council would
like to thank everyone for their heartfelt and earnest
participation, openness, and voice in that meeting. As a
congregation, and as a council, we know we have much work
before us and continue to work in the best interest of the
church. While the path may not always be easy, we know it will
be worth it to build the future our congregation seeks. As in
James 1: 2-4, we are encouraged by the opportunities to grow
that have come from the last few weeks through
conversations, discussions, and observations; this has not
been without some sadness and we would like to take a
moment to thank all those who have, past and present, served
the church, for their hard work and dedication.

At the same time, it is exciting to see so many who have
volunteered to serve on the council going forward. What our
Town Hall demonstrated was a true fervor and love for this
church. This is energy that we can build from. We pray for all
our incoming 2023 council members, for “He who calls you is
faithful, and he will do this” (1 Thessalonians 5:24). And there
is much to be done.

We thank those who came out for our God’s Work. Our Hands
Day of Service. It is through this kind of spirit and faith in
action that our community will find new life both within and
outside of our walls; through volunteerism and supporting the
ministries we hold dear, and with your sweat equity, talents
and gifts, we will grow and be reinvigorated. While the work of
the council continues with matters such as preparations for
the annual budget and the Congregational meeting, we ask
everyone to prayerfully consider how you plan to contribute to
New Life’s growth today and tomorrow. Continue to bring us
concerns and encouragements, ideas and opportunities. Our
work is not done, yet together, with endurance and faith, we
will complete it.
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Public response period: Social message on climate care

We need your help! A draft of the ELCA's forthcoming social
message on climate change and how we are called to respond
has been posted, and the public comment period is open
through Friday, Dec. 2. The draft will be edited in response to
your feedback and brought to the ELCA Church Council for a
vote this spring. To read the draft and provide your input
through our online form, go to elca.org/climatecare.

Support the Truth and Healing Commission on Indian
Boarding School Policies Act

"A Declaration of the ELCA to American Indian and Alaska
Native People" articulates our church's commitment "to
supporting the healing of survivors of Indian boarding
schools, adoption, and foster care and their descendants
while advocating for policies that will bring both truth and
justice." Join ELCA Advocacy in urging Congress to pass the
Truth and Healing Commission on Indian Boarding School
Policies Act (H.R. 5444/S. 2907) by contacting ELCA.org/
Advocacy/ActionCenter.



https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2felca.org%2fclimatecare&srcid=315823&srctid=1&erid=40cf663d-5a87-4e83-99e5-6bfb619dd150&trid=40cf663d-5a87-4e83-99e5-6bfb619dd150
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fsupport.elca.org%2fsite%2fAdvocacy%3fcmd%3ddisplay%26page%3dUserAction%26id%3d1528&srcid=315823&srctid=1&erid=40cf663d-5a87-4e83-99e5-6bfb619dd150&trid=40cf663d-5a87-4e83-99e5-6bfb619dd150
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fsupport.elca.org%2fsite%2fAdvocacy%3fcmd%3ddisplay%26page%3dUserAction%26id%3d1528&srcid=315823&srctid=1&erid=40cf663d-5a87-4e83-99e5-6bfb619dd150&trid=40cf663d-5a87-4e83-99e5-6bfb619dd150

Youth and Family
Announcements
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LUTHERHILL

MINISTRIES

We are having a Fall Family Retreat

When: October 14-16, 2022

Who: All families, all ages (Families include singles, couples,
both with and without children.)

Where: Camp Lutherhill in La Grange, TX (lutherhill.org)

Cost: $110/adult, $80/child, ages 0-2 are free. Family max
$360.

What: A gathering for your family to rest, play,
and reconnect.

Need a little time set
apart for rest & play?
Retreat to the Hill fora
fun-filled family weekend.
Make space to rest as you
relax in a hammock,
sneak in an afternoon
nap, or take in the epic
Lutherhill sunset. Make
space to play as you tackle the ropes course, take aim at the
sling shot range, or sing silly songs around the campfire.
Make space to reconnect with the ones you love and our
loving God.

Weekend Schedule:

Friday - Family retreats begin Friday evening at 7:00 PM with
gathering games, opening devotion, and s’mores!

Saturday - We delve into morning worship followed by all
the camp activities your heart desires!

Sunday - We send you on your way by 11:00 AM after a family
brunch and worship.

Contact Pastor
Clayton for
guestions.




GIVE BLOOD

After Josh’s tragedy last year, he received 260+ blood
transfusions. This month would be his 30™ birthday and we
invite you to celebrate his life by donating blood. HEROES
like YOU, allowed his family members to say goodbye to him
at his bedside. When you Commit for Life in remembrance
of Joshua, your blood donations create a legacy of lives
saved in our community.

Quif Coast Regional
Blood Center

New Life Lutheran Church
Blood Drive

In Memory of Joshua Xavier Sandoval
Sunday, October 9
9:00am -1:30 pm

Donor Coach - Parking Lot
3521 Orange St. Pearland, TX 77581

*All donors, who successfully donate, will receive a free pair of Blood Center themed socks
and a voucher for a free pint of beer to enjoy at Saint Arnold Brewing Compony. *

To schedule an appointment, please scan the QR code below.

All blood donations are i memory of this patient and will go into the general blood supply for all patients in
the Texas Gulf Coast Reglon. FDA policy requires blood donors to be unpaid volunteers. No individual may
recefve a financial benefit or credit from your blood donation today.




Lutheran World Relief in Ukraine

New Life Lutheran Church contributed $3,781 to LWR
Ukrainian relief in June.

We joined Lutheran World Relief to help our Ukrainian neighbors in need.

Our congregation has shown up for our neighbors who are suffering in abundant and overwhelming ways. We
saw our Ukrainian neighbors fleeing in the harsh winter cold, children and belongings in tow, and our love
welcomed them with quilts and kits. We saw refugees separated from loved ones, in strange new countries, and
our generosity provided them with emergency supplies and support to rebuild their lives after destruction.

Through your generosity, our congregation has become a part of something much bigger than ourselves.
Our gifts shared through Lutheran World Relief have meant that families fleeing war have:

¢ LWR Quilts and Care Kits. We’ve helped ship nearly $1 million worth of LWR Quilts and Care Kits
to provide comfort to neighbors in Ukraine and Poland.

e Shelter and community. More than 15,000 of the most vulnerable people who fled for safety within
Ukraine have a safe place to stay because of our support.

® Access to cash to support their children. Ukrainians who have fled to Poland have received
emergency cash vouchers to help with rent, health care and other necessities.

¢ Life-saving medical care and supplies. In addition to providing desperately needed care and supplies,
our congregation is helping to send medical teams to areas where there is a critical shortage of health
care.

® Mental health resources. War and conflict can have devastating impacts on not only the physical health
of those in the crossfire but can also have long lasting mental health impacts. Our congregation is
helping to provide resources to support these often-hidden wounds of war.

And most importantly, because of our congregation, families fleeing war have hope.

Our love is making a powerful difference around the world in the lives of our Ukrainian neighbors. Thank you
for sharing God’s love when it was needed most.

To learn more about the work of Lutheran World Relief, visit lwr.org.

In Krakow, Poland, newly arrived Ukrainian refugee
Marta Detsyk and her four-year-old son wait in a line at a
supplies distribution center. Because of our
congregation’s support, refugees like Marta were
welcomed with love following harrowing journeys from
violence in Ukraine, receiving shelter, warm meals,
medical care, emergency funds, quilts and other
necessities.

Crz) LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF




Quilters

New Life Quilters are
still hard at work
creating quilts to sell
and to send to
Lutheran World Relief. §
They meet every o e :

Tuesday at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall and all are welcome
to help make quilts and have fellowship with the ladies.

Quilts will be blessed and for sale on October 30, before they
are packed up to send to LWR at the November 5 In-
Gathering.

MEALS ON WHEELS

Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston

Meals on Wheels Ministry at New Life

During the month of August, New Life had 18 volunteers who
served 160 meals to 32 clients over five days! Thank you to the
following people who helped with this ministry: Tamsey Mims,
Cheryl Robinson, Donna Patschke, Lynn Cope, Terri Kiser,
Helen Beckman, Mary Anna Vance, Carol Jackman, Bubba
Flowers, Carole & Walt Wright, Nancy & Roland Bryars, Lynn &
Doug Barron, Barbara & Matt Scott and Bubba & Barbara
Flowers.

We are always in need of a few more people. There are times
when one or more of the above mentioned people are unable
to help for the week. When this happens, it is nice to have
some substitute volunteers who can help. Remember - this is
ONE day every EIGHT weeks. If you would like some more
information or think you might be interested in helping, please
call (or text) Barbara Flowers @ 713-817-1012

The remaining calendar for 2022 is:
October 17-21 December 12-16

If you know someone who might benefit from this program, you
can call Pearland Meals on Wheels at 281-485-5081 for information.
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Donations Needed for Christian Helping Hands

There is an emergency need for these items to help replenish

the shelves: -
In 2021, New Life . Ramen MGhaisti

donated more than noodles "

3,100 pounds of food! ~ * Macand .
cheese Assisting those in need in G’M -

.SO farin 2022’ New : ?S IE: g > Friendswood, Brookside and Mol sgfice 1984
Life has donated more . Canned
than 2,400 pounds of tomatoes and  [EERERA0 Nl s 51c3 Organicaton

fOOd! sauce

o Peanut butter and jelly
« Drybeans

Other items needed:

« Eggcartons

« Plastic grocery bags

« Cereal

« Cooking oil/spray

« Single serve meals (canned
and packets)

« Shampoo and conditioner

« Diapers and baby items

« Razors and shaving cream

The grocery basket outside the Fellowship Hall is available
anytime for dropping off groceries and other items.

Checks and donations can be mailed directly to:

3402 Swensen Rd Pearland, TX 77581

Be sure to put “New Life Lutheran - to be used for food” in the
Memo!




Thank You! From Church Council and Staff

« To Pastor Clayton, Rachel, Nancy, and Mina for working to
create the first draft of the 2023 annual budget.

« To all who participated in “God’s Work. Our Hands.” clean up
projects on Sunday, September 11.

« To Aimee for organizing the blood drive on October 9.

« To Aimee for organizing the Single Mom’s Closet outreach
for our community.

« To Cheryl for doing all the helpful work around the church
that goes unseen.

. To Linda, Tamsey, Lynn, Elna, Tiffany, Lynn, Korie, Charlotte,
Terri, and others who have quickly stepped in to
volunteering in the office.

« To Lisa for facilitating the Town Hall Meeting.

« To Rachel for her additional work in managing the church’s
bookkeeping.

« To the people of Lakeside Lutheran Church (League City) for
donating to New Life their remaining stock of communion
wafers and baptismal candles upon their closure.

« To Mike for securing the church’s legacy gift from the
Gretchen Barnes estate.

We appreciate you ALL so much!
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God’s Work.
Our Hands.

12



Meet Our New Members

Janice Kolosseus

Joining New Life by transfer
from Faith Lutheran Church
in Bellaire, TX.

“I am a lifelong Lutheran. |
was born and raised in
Chicago, Illinois. ’'m a
retired R.N., speech/
language pathologist, and
audiologist. | have three
children and five
grandchildren. I live in a 55+ retirement community.”

Ann and Heidi Sebring
Joining New Life by transfer from King of Glory Lutheran
Church in Dallas, TX.

“My daughter, Heidi, and | moved here from Dallas late last
year in order to be closer to family. We are especially glad we
did as my son and his wife are expecting a boy in January.
Prior to retiring, | worked in finance for 33 years for AT&T.
Heidi transferred to Randall’s here after 16 years in Dallas.”

Melissa James
Joining New Life by
baptism on All Saints’
Sunday, November 6.

“My name is Melissa. I’'m
Tiffany Brown’s sister-in-
law. I've been coming to
New Life off and on for over
three years now and |
wanted to become a
member.”
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Sunday School is in Session

Christian learning is life-long. Our church has a variety of
learning opportunities available for every student from the
very young to the very experienced on Sunday mornings at
9:15 AM. Most classes meet during the school year (August
through May) with other opportunities for learning taking
place during other seasons of the year.

Sunday School - Sundays at 9:15am.
CHILDREN AND YOUTH CLASSES:

Classes for younger students meet upstairs in the
Fellowship Hall building and include learning about God,
making friends, arts and crafts, and lots of fun.

3year olds, Pre-K, Kindergarten and 1st graders: The
young ones are enjoying learning about the Bible through
Sparks Online. These students are learning about the Old
Testament in the Sparks Story Bible with fun arts and
crafts!

2nd and 3rd graders: Students here have been studying
the 10 Commandments.

4th, 5th, and 6th graders: Our students have been learning
the 66 books of the Bible and are reading the Action Bible.

Tth and 8th graders and parents/caregivers: These
students and parents combine for our confirmation
program. This class meets in the Administration building
conference room and is led by Pastor Clayton.

High Schoolers (9th through 12th graders): The high
school group meets in the Sanctuary kitchen for lively
discussions about faith and life.

ADULT CLASSES:

Book Study - Original Blessing: Adults are encouraged to
participate in the book study of "Original Blessing: Putting
Sin in its Rightful Place" by Danielle Shroyer. A copy of the
book is available at the church. Currently this group meets
in the Fellowship Hall and is led by Kate Faulkner.

The DVD Class: Postponed for the moment.
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Environews
Helen Beckman

: @l\‘*
Frontier Waste has produced a new booklet for A
Pearland residents that includes everything you ﬁ oY ',
need to know about curbside waste and 1> ! -;'
recycling collections. It is available at the Keep E)“W_\
Pearland Beautiful (KPB) office in the Stella
Roberts Recycling Center (SRRC) and the church office. You can
get it on your phone by scanning the QR code on this page.

Thanks to those who work in the church kitchen for cleaning
and sorting the recyclables as they turn up. It is a big help to
me when | take them home to sort for recycling. Our recycle bin
takes plastics that are marked with the number 1,2,3,4,5,0r7
in the triangle of chasing arrows. We cannot recycle 6’s,
polystyrene. Please do not buy or use Styrofoam products. Not
only are they not recyclable, they are an environmental
nightmare. Plastics do not
biodegrade. They break down into
smaller and smaller pieces. They are
consumed by wildlife and eventually
humans as well. Styrofoam is
difficult to handle because it breaks
up so easily and is so light that it
blows everywhere. There is hope. My
daughter in Sherbrooke, Canada
sent me pictures of my
grandchildren getting ready to
march in the local Climate Day
Parade. My grandson, Kerian, had
prepared a pole of Styrofoam
objects with “Recycle me” written on
them. Maybe some day we will be
able to as well. Best practice is still to avoid using single use
plastics. Our green bin by the kitchen also takes glass
containers and tin cans. Paper goesin a
separate container in the hall leading
e A to the kitchen. The bin marked cans is
s for aluminum cans, foil and pans. The
) bucket is for food waste and left overs
S (O COmpost.

.@

Thanks to Carol Jackman, Austin
Tatuaca, Edward Tatuaca, and Helen
Beckman for picking up litter and tree
trash on our God’s Work Our Hands
Day. Thanks to Derrick Flick, Terri Kiser,
and Helen Beckman for picking up 2
bags of litter along Orange Street, our
adopt-a-spot. Next clean-upisin
November.
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Thursday, October 13 is
Garden Lecture live on
Facebook at 7 PM. The
topic is “Pests and
Beneficials in the
Garden.”
<www.facebook.com/
keeppearlandbeautiful>

Friday, October 28 is
the annual Keep
Pearland Beautiful
Plant Thyme Luncheon
and Plant Sale at
Pearland First Church,
1850 Broadway (FM
218). Randy Lemon,
host of popular radio
program Garden Line, is
the speaker.

Saturday, October 29 is
Drug Take Back Day and
continuation of the
plant sale at Stella
Roberts Recycle Center
on Magnolia Blvd. from
10 AM to 1 PM.



Upcoming Events

Senior Lunch is Wednesday, October 5 @ noon. The group will be
playing bingo with a chance to win door prizes!

Blood Drive Honoring Josh Sandoval (Aimee Castillo’s Brother)
on Sunday, October 9.

Family Camp at Lutherhill in La Grange is Friday, October 14
through Sunday, October 16. We had 6 students/adults from New
Life participate in summer camp in June. This Family Camp is an
opportunity for the whole family (adults and kids of all ages) to
spend some time away in nature at our wonderful synod camp
facility. This is a great introduction to the camp experience, and |
highly encourage you to get away for it.

Halloween Dinner and Silent Auction on Saturday, October 15 at
4:00 PM.

Bible Discovery Class is Sunday, October 23. This class will take
place at 11:30 AM and include lunch. It is for both parents/
guardians and kids who are ready to receive their Bible. In the
past this has typically been during the 5th grade year, but we
know it hasn’t been held consistently recently. So, this class is
open to 5th, 6th, or 7th graders who didn’t receive a Bible yet.
Not only will you
receive a Bible, but
it will also include
highlighted verses
from the whole
church family to
encourage your
devotion.

Family Halloween
Party is Saturday,
October 29 at 11:00
AM in the Fellowship
Hall.
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boxes on Decemper 7th

Sedfdre r:.ChriStmqs BoXes Seniors will be giacking

Seafarer Box Donation List - Needs

(We try to put this in every box)

Shaving Cream  Large Soap Pocket Sized o e 0"

Razors (3 per box) ~ Washcloth Notebooks 5

; Gum/Hard Cand ‘ Fillers (for larger boxes)
Deodorant  Hairbrush/Comb y S e Tshirts (New)
Shampoo Dental Floss Sudoku BaseBall Caps
ToothBrush Pens oss Kleenex Coloring Book
. Conditioner Gold Bond Powder Flashlight w/ Batteries Ski Cap
ToothPaste Pencils Lotion KeyChain Texas Souveniers Gloves
i H . Mechanical Pencils Earbuds/Headph
Nail Clippers  Pencil Sharpeners  Playing Cards i i PSUOZCZ'::S
Ball USB Flashdrive Sewing Kit i
Car Hot Chocolate o
- Popcorn Books
Misc Toys QTips

Houston International Seafarers Center, Inc.

New Life has been packing 100+ Christmas shoeboxes for the
Seafarers out of the Port of Houston for many years.

Collections are made all year around and the New Life Seniors
pack these boxes at their Luncheon in December. The wrapped
shoeboxes, books, magazines, puzzles and many more bulk
items are taken to the Port of Houston, International Seafarers
Center during the month of December for distribution to the
ships that come in to port.

Iltems above will be collected in the Fellowship Hall until the
December packing.

Financial Snapshot

Giving in September 2022 =$18,227.42 (68.7%)
Giving needed per month =$26,519.00

Giving January—September 2022 =$195,590.52 (81.9%)
Giving needed January - Sept. 2022 =$238,671.00
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New Life Lutheran Church

3521 E Orange St.

Pearland, TX 77581

Phone: (281) 485-1818

Website: NewLifeLutheran.com

Facebook: Facebook.com/NewLifePearland

Church Staff

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Clayton Faulkner
(pastor@newlifelutheran.com)

Director of Music: Johnny Salvesen
(music@newlifelutheran.com)

Church Council

Vice-President: Vanessa Rincones
Secretary: Mary Ann Marcha
Treasurer: John Garrett

Financial Secretary: Nancy Bryars
At Large: Lisa Weber, Aimee Castillo
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