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Walk in Newness of Life                               
Pastor Clayton Faulkner 
 

July is a good time to pause and reset. It’s the middle of the calendar 
year. School is out. Things slow down just enough to take a break. 
Before long school will be back and the pace will pick up. But July is a 
good time to pause. As I do so, I’m reflecting on several different things 
in the life of our church. 

Vacation Bible School is on July 30 through August 3. Note that this is 
Sunday through Thursday. It will take place from 6:00-8:00 PM each 
day. All children entering kindergarten through sixth grade can 
participate. Seventh graders and older can also participate as helpers 
and leaders! Last year was our first VBS after the pandemic and the 
first VBS that was led in-house with our own volunteers in quite some 
time. We had about 25 kids participate last summer and I’m hoping for 
a few more this year. This is one of the big events we offer for kids 
every year. This year’s theme is “God’s New Creation.” We’ll be 
learning about animals and different places in the world that animals 
come from. The kids will be tasked with bringing offerings to purchase 
animals for farmers in developing parts of the world through the 
ELCA’s “Good Gifts” program.  

Air conditioners have needed repairs recently, which is encouraging 
the Property Team and Church Council to think wholistically about 
how we handle major mechanical issues. The truth is that there has 
been deferred maintenance to our HVAC systems. Some of our systems 
are quite old and use freon that is more costly to replace because it is 
no longer available as readily. The existing buildings at New Life will 
continue to serve the mission of the church indefinitely, and that 
means we have to invest in the future of our mechanical systems.  

This also points out some long-term financial planning that has been 
overlooked in the church. The church staff and Council manage the 
finances of our operations very well. The church’s finances are pretty 
healthy at this point in the year. That is only because of God’s 
blessings and your faithfulness in supporting our mission together. But 
when the church is faced with larger mechanical expenses and a long-
term outlook of replacing entire air conditioner systems, the church 
doesn’t have a plan. We are going to fix that. My recommendation to 
the Church Council is to create two funds: a Reserve Fund and an 
Endowment Fund.  

The Reserve Fund would be a place to pool money for major 
unexpected expenses or capital improvements, spent at the discretion 
of the council. There will be a plan for how to replenish this fund on 
a regular basis, recouping when we use the fund for 
improvements. The Endowment Fund would exist to bless the 
future ministry of the church. It would need to grow and 
mature to the point that we could use the interest earnings for 
ministry. There will be a plan to build this fund up over time, 
including an invitation for legacy giving to the endowment. 
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A Vision Team is being assembled to create new guiding statements 
for New Life. I wrote about this in my June newsletter article. This 
team will listen to the congregation and craft language that 
describes our vision, mission, and core values as a church. They will 
potentially begin meeting in August. Although the Vision Team will 
be small, it will take into consideration all the voices present in our 
church community. That means we will need your help in describing 
what kind of church we feel called to be. You can look forward to 
opportunities to respond and participate in this process later in the 
fall. 

Sunday School will be returning in August! On August 13 we’ll have 
Rally Day and a backpack blessing during the worship services. On 
August 20 Sunday School classes will begin. We’ll have class options 
for adults, high schoolers, seventh and eighth graders (including 
parents) in confirmation, and elementary schoolers. I’ve been 
stumped by elementary-aged Sunday School participation. Last year 
we rarely had more than three or four elementary-aged students 
participate in Sunday School. Some weeks it was only one or two 
students. I sent a poll to several of the parents of children that age. 
Their response said that the primary reason their kids don’t attend 
Sunday School is because of schedule conflicts on Sunday mornings. 
That could also include parents with work conflicts on Sunday 
mornings. 

That raises several questions for me. How is our elementary Sunday 
School class structured and what kinds of things would entice kids 
to participate? For families with conflicts on Sundays, how can we 
better equip parents to support Christian learning at home? What 
else can we offer for young children when they are at church during 
worship? 

These are things I’m thinking and praying about with our shared 
ministry at New Life. Will you think and pray with me about them? 
Together, with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit guiding us, we can 
live into the future God has for us. I plan to take some vacation in 
July. That is part of welcoming the pause and reset. I look forward to 
a little travel and time with my extended family to relax. 
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God’s Light On the Mountain  
By  Merideth Oliver  
 
As a Texan and Texas History teacher, I want to see as much of Texas as I 
can.  A year ago, my mom and I took a road trip to the Panhandle to see, 
among other things, the Palo Duro Canyon.  When we returned home after 
that trip, I thought, “what’s next?” What part of Texas do I want to see 
next?  I have seen the beaches, forests, cav-
erns, and now canyons.  I had not seen the 
mountains.  I wanted to hike to the highest 
point in Texas – the Guadalupe Peak 8,751 
feet above sea level.   
 
For the past year, I hiked more. I hiked greater 
distances, hiked over rocks, and climbed 
stairs to prepare for the hike up the mountain.  
No amount of stair climbing could prepare me 
and my friend for the 3,000-foot increase in 
elevation in 4 miles.   
 
The day to hike to the Guadalupe Peak ar-
rived.  All my preparations and dreams of this 
moment were about to come true.  My friend, 
Holly, and I each had a pack with over a gallon of water, protein snacks, 
and lunch. I knew from my research that it would take approximately 6-8 
hours to complete the hike – going up and back down.   
 
Holly and I hit the trail around 7:00 am feeling good about the hike. Our 
plan was to have lunch on the top of Texas. Not everything goes according 
to plan. The hike was  harder than anticipated. We had lunch about 2/3 of 
the way up and finally made it to the top around 2:00pm. Everyone we 

met on the route passed us going up and back 
down. The other hikers were so encouraging.  
We would congratulate each other and cheer 
each  other  on.  Holly and I had our moments 
of doubt and lifted each other up and kept 
moving on.  There were places on the trail that 
seemed impossible. We would cry, pray, and 
push on.   
 
After crossing the most difficult section of the 
trail near the top, we looked up and could see 
the marker at the top of the mountain.  We did 
it!  I cried.  Hol-
ly cried.  We 
made it to the 
top of Texas. 

All the practice and preparations came 
true, and I was 8,751 feet above sea level.  I 
made it to the top of the Guadalupe Moun-
tains. We enjoyed our time at the top and 
now faced the hike down the mountain. 
The views were incredible. Seeing God’s 
glory on the mountain and beyond was 
amazing.   
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I never dreamed we would still be on the mountain when the moon be-
gan to show. As a result, I did not put my headlamps in my pack. 

 I expected to be done by 5:00pm. We were getting nervous. Our hips, 
knees, ankles, and toes hurt to move. We had to get off that mountain. 
We could see the parking lot 
and it was getting late.  

 As this one young man was 
coming down the trail, I 
asked him if he knew how 
much further and if he had a 
flashlight. I would get it to 
him when we finished. He 
checked his GPS said we had 
about 1/2 a mile left and 
gave me his headlamp. He 
didn’t think we would need it 
since there wasn’t much left 
to hike.  

He would be gone after he finished since he needed to get back to El 
Paso (about 2 hours away). I thanked him and off he went to finish his 
hike on the mountain. Holly was praying in her mind for us to have light 
and I was praying he would come back with a flashlight. Each step we 
took was painful.  Our knees would barely function. I would take a step 
using the headlamp, then turn so Holly could see to take her step. We 
had about a 1/4 of a mile left when I looked up and saw a light approach-
ing us.  

The young man returned. He could not 
go to El Paso knowing we were still on 
the mountain. Holly and I learned his 
name is Shane, and he is a pilot for 
American Airlines. To us, he is an angel 
from God who provided the light we 
needed to finish our hike. I doubt I will 
ever see him again, but he will always 
have a special place in my heart. I 
thank God for sending Shane to us.   
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Notes from Rebecca 
Rebecca McDonald, Director of Worship and Music 

HELPING HANDS IN WORSHIP 

One of our primary activities as a community of faith is 
gathering for worship each week, 
to hear God’s word and share the 
meal. And one of our responses to 
receiving God’s gifts is to give back 
in service. As it says in 1 Peter 4:10, 
“God has given each of you a gift 
from his great variety of spiritual 
gifts. Use them well to serve one 
another.” Every worship service 
offers many opportunities to share your gifts and give back.  

Assisting ministers help to lead worship by reading the 
scriptures and prayers. Communion assistants help to serve the 
bread and wine, and ushers assist the congregation during the 
service. Tech booth volunteers help to run the audio and video 
equipment, and altar guild members help to set up the space 
before and after worship. Eventually we’d love to be able to 
have teams of greeters and acolytes as well, and if anyone has 
gifts as a visual artist (painting, drawing, sculpture, crafts and 
textiles, photography, videography, etc.) I would love to talk to 
you about some special worship projects.  

So, there are lots of opportunities for you to serve in worship, 
and training is provided for every position. We’re also working 
on creating handbooks for all volunteer positions; thanks to 
Cathy Scott for taking on this project. 
On June 25th we had great meetings 
with some of our current worship 
volunteers, but we still need more 
helping hands! Please contact me if 
you have any questions about serving 
in worship, or if you’d like to join a 
worship team. Thank you in advance 
for prayerfully considering how you 
might use your gifts in service. 
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FOCUS ON: USHERS 

Being an usher is one of the ways you can lend a helping hand in worship. 
Let’s take a closer look at this role and what it involves. Many churches of 
all denominations utilize ushers in their worship services. Scripture is full 
of examples of hospitality, from Abraham and Sarah’s unknown dinner 
guests in Genesis 18 to Jesus reminding us in Matthew 25 that whenever 
we welcome the stranger, we are in fact welcoming Jesus. And Romans 15 
reminds us to: “Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God.”  

So what do ushers do, exactly? In the book Welcome One Another, Paul E. 
Hoffman describes ushering as “orchestrating order.” Before and after the 
service, ushers help ensure that the sanctuary is tidy and welcoming. They 
help to welcome people into the worship space and ensure that they have 
whatever they need, perhaps a bulletin or a children’s worship bag. 
Although visitors are hopefully being welcomed by all church members, 
visitors may need extra guidance from an usher as well. Ushers may assist 
people with mobility issues and keep watch should any emergency 
situations arise. During the service, ushers take a head count and record it 
for the attendance records. Ushers collect the offering, and direct people 
to the front during communion, helping to keep traffic flowing smoothly.  

Ushering is a rewarding and joyful ministry of hospitality. Ushers “embody 
God’s welcome and remind all of us to see God in one another.” (Leading 
Worship Matters, 2013 Augsburg Fortress) They help everyone to feel 
comfortable and welcomed in worship. Ushering together can be an 
excellent family ministry. Young people and their parents can make a 
great ushering team, as demonstrated by Jenaro and Max Castillo at the 
10:30 service. Ideally, we’d love to have several rotating teams of ushers at  

We are fortunate to have a member who is passionate about ushering, 
Cathy Scott. She has created a handbook for ushers; if you are currently 
an usher, please be sure to get a copy from her. In the fall we will be 
holding an usher training session for both current and new ushers, 
although Cathy is also happy to provide individual usher training at any 
time. If you have any questions about ushering or if you’d like to join the 
usher team, please contact Rebecca at music@newlifelutheran.com or 
Cathy at 281-772-5484. 

mailto:music@newlifelutheran.com
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Upcoming Events 
 
Senior Lunch: All  Seniors 55+  are welcome to join us for lunch  
July 5 in the fellowship hall  12:00PM—1:00PM.  
 
WELCA Lunch Out: All women of the church are welcome to join us 
for lunch at  888 Bistro (1325 Broadway St) July 12 at 11:30 AM. 
 
Mary and Martha Bible Study: All Women of the church are 
welcome to join us for a Bible study in the fellowship hall  Wednesday, 
July 19 at 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM  

Vacation Bible School: July 30 through August 3, 6:00 – 8:00 PM. 
All kids entering Kindergarten through 6th grade in the Fall of 2023 are 
welcome to join. Many helpers will be needed, too! Online 
registration is open! 

God's Work, Our Hands Projects: On Sunday, September 10 we 
will observe "God's Work, Our Hands" Sunday. This day is an 
opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our 
neighbor. We are looking for service projects in the community. If you 
have a need or would like to nominate someone who has a need, send 
an email to office@newlifelutheran.com.  

 

 

 

Christian Helping Hands 
By Judy Foucheaux  
 
The walls are going up on the new Christian Helping Hands Building on 
Magnolia Parkway. Weather permitting,  the new building will be complet-
ed by September 2023. 
 
For the month of May, 259 pounds of food was donated and for the month 
of June, 178 pounds was donate by New  Life.  
 
Thank you very much, keep it coming!  

 

https://u26938825.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=5WcBuBE5g2C4fOpXjmgsIa-2FguchvC0rIRkV6UbIfI06VrNUWFQ97YHucgCR8baJdgn-2BTZ9frrGXPmwVipLITrA-3D-3DCV10_r7-2FbY8qdsP94FFVBvSrrUI-2FUP4wv2GtPcNc-2FJJEobGt7XrtGa0VW8nB9vqGnFWcz8VaBOz3cXy7MlfUnUe1VxZBg2K3BbuF8pDJXTRa3z
https://u26938825.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=5WcBuBE5g2C4fOpXjmgsIa-2FguchvC0rIRkV6UbIfI06VrNUWFQ97YHucgCR8baJdgn-2BTZ9frrGXPmwVipLITrA-3D-3DCV10_r7-2FbY8qdsP94FFVBvSrrUI-2FUP4wv2GtPcNc-2FJJEobGt7XrtGa0VW8nB9vqGnFWcz8VaBOz3cXy7MlfUnUe1VxZBg2K3BbuF8pDJXTRa3z
mailto:office@newlifelutheran.com
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Mission Trip to New Orleans  
By Korie Williams 
 
It feels good to be back even though we had so much fun in New 
Orleans. A video was put together for all of you to watch and see the 
Sunday after returning from our trip. I thought instead of telling you 
about the fun I could bring the fun to you. When watching this video you 
see what we did day by day from the time we arrived at the church to 
leave and from the time we made it back into Houston.  

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for the donations of money, 
time, effort, and patience as we raised all the money to get us to New 
Orleans. I’d be lying to say that getting this trip together didn’t have me 
a little stressed and anxious. Did this trip go the way it was originally 
planned? No. But did it turn out better than I could have imagined? Yes. 
This trip was a unique opportunity and I’m so glad it was able to 
happen. I hope we can look back on this trip and make it even better. 
Have more people going, go for a more extended period of time, and 
learn even more about what it means to serve.  

So, what does it mean to serve? To serve is to go and work with a glad 
heart expecting nothing in return. When you do something whether it 
be here in this church or beyond those doors I want you to ask yourself 
this question, who am I serving for? Serve your neighbor, serve your 
family, serve strangers, serve God. Because when you serve your 
neighbor or that stranger you're serving an extension of God, and 
because of that you shouldn't need any reward in return. Here at New 
Life I truly believe we are a unique church. I believe we have the ability 
to be something big, something worthwhile, and a place where we can 
feel God moving. But it starts within, within each of us. We have to be 
willing to give, serve, and praise God with a joyous heart, not to make 
ourselves feel better.  

I hope to see more young people step up and work and serve and not 
the same ones that do all the time. Seeing the smiles, laughter, and joy 
makes you want to do something like this too. When you work for 
something and it finally comes together you appreciate every moment 
you are there. Again, thank you to everyone who gave me encouraging 
words, gave donations, gave time, and gave their talents of cooking and 
baking for each fundraiser. We raised more money than I had ever 
thought was possible. The money allowed us to basically have an 
expense-free trip. Hotel paid for, activities paid for, gas and rental car 
paid for, each meal paid for, and now with the leftover money we get to 
send it to people who need it more than us. We will be splitting the 
money between SBP and a church that needs a little help.  

Thank you  
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 Thank You! From Church Council and Staff 
 
• R. McDonald and all who sang in the Pentecost Choir at both 

services on May 28. 

• E. Wishart for helping with audio, video, and sharing her musical 
gifts with the church. 

• S. Castillo for helping with audio, video, and volunteering his 
time on the Property Team. 

• Thanks to all who contributed financially to our youth camp 
fundraisers. 

• A. Castillo for organizing the bake sale. 

• M. Zuniga for creating our new Property Team Request Form. 

• M.A. Marcha for always taking excellent minutes of council 
meetings and being our primary financial representative for the 
bank accounts. 

• J. Watkins for her work as council treasurer. 

• K. Williams for researching our upgraded livestream equipment. 

• K. Faulkner for leading the “Original Blessing” book study during 
Sunday School. 

• D. Tanksley for keeping our sign messages updated. 

• J. McDonald for doing some repair to our narthex door. 

• H. Beckman, L. Howell, C. Robinson, L. Stavinoha, and J. Watkins 
for gifts donated for bingo at the Senior Luncheon. 

 

We appreciate you ALL so much! 
 
 
 

 

Financial Snapshot 

 

Giving in June 2023 (through June 26)   = $18,324.51 (72.3%) 

Giving needed per month     = $25, 328.00 

Giving January—June 2023                     = $131,914 (86.8%) 

Giving needed January—June 2023      = $151,968.00 
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Obituary for Carmen Cantu Lott 

 

Carmen Cantu Lott, 74, of Houston, Texas, passed Wednesday, 19 April, 
2023. Carmen was born to Emilio Garza Cantu and Felicita Perez Cantu, 
January 6, 1949, in San Antonio, Texas. She graduated from Luther 
Burbank High School in 1967 and received a Degree from the University 
of Clear Lake in 2000. She married Bobbie Gene Lott in 1993, and they 
lived together in Houston, Texas. Together they raised 6 children. 

 

She was preceded in death by her husband Bobbie Gene Lott, daughter 
Christi Ann Abarca, parents Emilio Garza Cantu and Felicita Perez 
Cantu, and step daughter Tara Lott. 

 

Carmen Lott worked as a Special Education Teacher for Westbury for 8 
years. She enjoyed taking walks at the park, feeding ducks, going out to 
eat, dancing, singing and gardening. She loved her pet dogs and cat, 
going to church, being with loved ones, and playing with her grandkids 
and great-grandkids. She was also actively involved in Saint Luke's 
Widow Group, Hugs. She went out to eat once a month. 

 

A funeral mass was held on April 28, 2023 at St Luke Evangelist Catholic 
Church. The family would also like to thank all the family and friends 
who have supported us through this rough time. Thank you and God 
Bless. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bake Sale on Sunday, June 4 

Raised $400 for Summer Camp Scholarships  
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Camp Lutherhill Summer 2023 
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Meals on Wheels Ministry at New Life 
 
Thank you: 
 
Doug Barron, Lynn Barron, Helen Beckman, Carol Jackman, Tamsey 
Mims, Donna Patschke, Amanda Patschke, Cheryl Robinson, Bubba 
Flowers, Michael Scott, Matt Scott, 
Samaira Sirajee, Mary Anna Vance, 
Carole Wright, and Walt Wright. 
 
We are always in need of a few more 
people. There are times when one or 
more of the above mentioned people 
are unable to help for the week. When 
this happens, it is nice to have some 
substitute volunteers who can help. 
Remember – this is ONE day every EIGHT weeks. If you would like some 
more information or think you might be interested in helping, please call 
(or text) me: 
 
Barbara Flowers @ 713-817-1012  
(I am always willing to do On the Job Training).  
 

   
This Month we will be delivering meals  

Monday, July 24  – Friday, July 28. 
 

Future Dates: 
 

                                           Sep 18-22                      Nov 13-17 
 

  
**If you know someone who might benefit from this program, you can 
call Pearland Meals on Wheels @ 281-485-5081 for information. 

Quilters 

New Life Quilters are still hard at work creating quilts to sell and to send 
to Lutheran World Relief. 
They meet every 
Tuesday at 9:30 AM in the 
Fellowship Hall and all 
are welcome to help 
make quilts and have 
fellowship with the 
ladies. 

Quilting is a year-round 
activity and once the quilts are sent to LWR, the work of creating more 
for next year begins. 
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New Life Lutheran Church 

3521 E Orange St. 

Pearland, TX 77581 

Phone: (281) 485-1818 

Website: NewLifeLutheran.com 

Facebook: Facebook.com/NewLifePearland 

 

Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Clayton Faulkner 
(pastor@newlifelutheran.com) 

 

Director of Worship and Music: Rebecca McDonald 

(music@newlifelutheran.com) 

 

Administrative Assistant: Marissa Zuniga 

(office@newlifelutheran.com) 

 

Church Council 

President: Bryan Bradford 

Vice President: Doug Barron 

Secretary: Mary Ann Marcha 

Treasurer: Julie Watkins 

At Large: Lynn Cope, Vanessa Rincones, Tamsey Mims, Elna 
Ritter, Korie Williams 
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