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Walk in Newness of Life                               
Pastor Clayton Faulkner 
 

There are lots of good things happening at New Life these days! 
Lots of ministry and energy. Lots of excitement about future 
possibilities. Lots of people returning to worship and we’re 
enjoying a season of new life.  

One of the most important things that has happened since our last 
newsletter was the Church Huddle on Saturday, April 29. We set 
aside the day (10:00 AM till 2:00 PM) to do some reflection, 
discussion, and planning. About 24 people were in attendance, 
and I am grateful to everyone who came and invested their time. If 
you weren’t able to attend, don’t worry. There will be another one 
in the future. Following is a brief report of what happened. 

We began the day with a devotional exercise called “Dwelling in 
the Word.” We listened to a passage of scripture that was read, 
Acts 2:42-47: “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching 
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe 
came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were 
being done by the apostles. All who believed were together and 
had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and 
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by 
day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke 
bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by 
day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.” 

The participants were asked to pair up and ponder the following 
questions: 

 In listening, what words cause you to stop? 

 Are there words, phrases, ideas which grasp you? 

 How do you think the Spirit of God might be nudging you? 

The partners shared their reflections 
on each of the questions with each 
other. After several minutes of 
discussion, we returned to the larger 
group and each one gave a summary 
of what their partner shared about 
the passage. Some of the commonly 
mentioned themes were that the 
process of building a church takes 
time, that the early disciples 
exhibited inclusivity and 
togetherness, and they generously 
helped each other. 
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Following this activity was a historical exercise. Using a large timeline 
placed on the wall, everyone was given three different colored sticky 
notes. On each note the participants were asked to write: 

 something they were proud about in their history with the church 
– a “red letter” day, event, memory, or person – on a red sticky 
note.  

 something they were not proud about in their history with the 
church – a regretful day, event, memory, or person – on a blue 
sticky note. 

 something they are 
hopeful about for the 
future of the church on a 
yellow sticky note. 

After collecting all the sticky 
notes on the timeline, there 
were several observations. 
The “red letter day” notes 
were spread out throughout 
the history of New Life and 
its predecessor churches. 
The blue “regretful” notes 
were clustered in the 2000s. 
Many of the blue notes were 
grouped around transitional 
moments in the church’s 
history, particularly during 
times of pastoral transition. 
We discussed that change is stressful to an organization, and that 
stress sometimes comes out in unhealthy ways. Many of the yellow 
“hopeful” notes mentioned my being called as your pastor in May 
2022, the potential for reaching out to others, and future growth. 

After lunch we had some free-form discussion about the question, 
“As a church, who is God calling us to be?” The conversation was 
captured in notes that were assigned to one of five buckets: vision, 
mission, core values, strategic planning, and council action. Lots of 
great ideas were generated and will be revisited as we move into the 
future. If you’d like a more complete copy of the minutes, let me 
know and I’d be happy to share them. 

The first step after this Church Huddle is to continue developing what 
our purpose is as a church. To do this, we need to form a team, do 
some in depth listening to each of the voices here, and craft a new 
guiding statement. The guiding statement will define our vision, 
mission, and core values. The vision of New Life is what we hope to 
do in the future, the end result of the church we dream to be. The 
mission of New Life is why our church is here, our pupose for 
existence. The core values of New Life state how we do ministry and 
what kinds of things we care about. 

We already have a good start on this guiding statement based on the 
conversation from the Church Huddle. There is more work to do! You 
can help by reflecting on these questions for yourself: What do we 
hope to do in the future of New Life? Why is our church here? How do 
we characterize our ministry? 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry  
 
The prayer shawl ministry is a group of people that make and distribute 
shawls to those who are in need.   
 
As of April 2023, 776 Prayer Shawls have been distributed.  
 

                                                                                                     
 
 
                                                        
                      Thank You from  Becky Custer  
  

Thank You from Becky and Jan Homerstad 

Love my green shawl!!  Extremely thoughtful of you to gift me with 
it.  I'm always cold lately and it is the perfect size and warmth.  Thanks 
to Pastor for visiting us.  Aways good to see a familiar face.  The potent 
antibiotic they gave me took care of my pain, infections and ab-
scess.  God is good!  Don’t know how he healed my foot and my infec-
tions at the same time, but thankful.  Appreciate all the prayers - you 
can feel them!  What a wonderful church family we have!  Hope to be 
walking and back to normal soon.  It’s been 6 weeks. Patience isn’t my 
strong suit.  Thanks again for all.  Hope to see you soon.  God bless. 
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Thank You from Sue Nyce  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You from                                          
Adeline Aring  
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Meet Our New Members  
 
 

Mark Ritchey 

Joined New Life by affirmation of baptism on May 21, 2023. 

 

“I am the father of three wonderful kids, Isabella, 
Rebecca, and Matthew. I am also a retired teacher 
from Harris County Department of Education. 
Before that I worked in energy with Shell, which is 
what brought me to Houston from Indiana, where 
I’m from originally. I’m looking forward to the 
Christian fellowship at New Life and I enjoy having 
close proximity to the church!” 

 

 

Laura Strickland and Ryan Strickland 

Joined New Life by affirmation of baptism on May 7, 2023. 

 

“I am a Houston native and most recently 
moved to the Pearland area about three years 
ago. I am an accountant by trade. I enjoy 
spending much of my free time by supporting 
my son Ryan in his various activities: Boy 
Scouts, band, etc. I am very passionate about 
childhood literacy and I lead an initiative 
through my firm, as well as tutor first graders in 
the Houston area. I enjoy spending time with 
my family, volunteering, and playing piano. 
Ryan and I are both looking forward to 
continuing to be challenged in our faith here.” 

 

 
Our New AV Volunteers  

 
Eliza Wishart 

 

 

 

 

 
                              

                                    Stephen Castillo 
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Meals on Wheels Ministry at New Life 
 
Thank you: 
 
Doug Barron, Lynn Barron, Helen 
Beckman, Carol Jackman, Tamsey 
Mims, Donna Patschke, Amanda 
Patschke, Cheryl Robinson, Bubba 
Flowers, Michael Scott, Matt Scott, 
Samaira Sirajee, Mary Anna Vance, Carole Wright, and Walt 
Wright. 
 
We are always in need of a few more people. There are times 
when one or more of the above mentioned people are unable 
to help for the week. When this happens, it is nice to have 
some substitute volunteers who can help. Remember – this is 
ONE day every EIGHT weeks. If you would like some more 
information or think you might be interested in helping, please 
call (or text) me: 
 
 Barbara Flowers @ 713-817-1012  
(I am always willing to do On the Job Training).  
     

  Future Dates: 
 

Jul 24-28                         Sep 18-22                      Nov 13-17 
 

  
**If you know someone who might benefit from this program, 
you can call Pearland Meals on Wheels @ 281-485-5081 for 
information. 

Quilters 

New Life Quilters 
are still hard at 
work creating 
quilts to sell and 
to send to 
Lutheran World 
Relief. They meet every Tuesday at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship 
Hall and all are welcome to help make quilts and have 
fellowship with the ladies. 

Quilting is a year-round activity and once the quilts are sent 
to LWR, the work of creating more for next year begins. 
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Notes from Rebecca 
Rebecca McDonald, Director of Worship and Music 

Greetings! I’m so excited to be your new Director of Worship and 
Music. Thank you to everyone for such a warm welcome and for 
making feel right at home these past few weeks. Watch this space 
every month for worship and music information. You won’t want to 
miss these upcoming events! 

May in Review 

May was an exciting month at New Life! 

Our Marinara and Melodies event was a huge success. Congratulations 
to Emily Weber, Jocelyn Weber, 
Austin Tatuaca, Isabella Ritchey, 
and Rebecca Ritchey, our young 
musicians who performed so 
beautifully. Thanks also to our adult 
musicians for sharing their talents. A 
huge thank you to Lisa Hitchcock-
Weber and the team of spaghetti 
makers for the delicious meal, and 
much gratitude to everyone who 
attended and supported the event. We raised over $1,200 to help send 
our youth to camp this summer!  

Worship services in May included the confirmation of Austin Tatuaca 
and Ryan Strickland, reception of new members, the honoring of 
women on Mother’s Day, and the recognition of graduates. 
Congratulations and high fives to all! In May we also grieved with 
Aimee Castillo and her family on the anniversary of the loss of her 
brother, and remembered all those who sacrificed their lives in service 
to our country. Thanks to Eliza Wishart for sharing a special musical 
offering. 

At the end of May, a lovely group of twelve people gathered to form a 
special Pentecost choir. Some members were experienced singers, 
while others had never sung in a choir before. Everyone did a fabulous 
job and we had a lot of fun along the way. On Pentecost Sunday the 
choir shared not one but two anthems at both services, and I am 
incredibly proud of each and every one of them. A huge thanks to 
everyone who participated! 
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This is Why We Sing 

I grew up at Kinsmen Lutheran Church on the north side of Houston, and 
as a child I remember sitting in our pew (the second pew on the right, 
always) and following along with the service in the red hymnal (yes, the 
one before the green LBW). I felt proud when I could read well enough to 
follow along with the prayers and hymns. Around age 5 or so, I also 
distinctly remember looking up at my mom one Sunday and thinking, 
“Gosh, mommy, how come you aren’t singing the right notes?” You may 
have heard the expression “can’t carry a tune in a bucket.” Well, my 
mother not only couldn’t carry a tune in a bucket, she couldn’t even find 
the bucket in which to put the tune. But for my mom, that didn’t matter 
in church. She still sang out the hymns with gusto, and in doing so she 
unknowingly taught me the importance of corporate worship.  

In today’s individualistic culture, music is often focused on the superstar, 
the American idol, the one with “the voice.” But when Lutherans come 
together to worship, we emphasize the importance of corporate worship 
and congregational singing. Musical leadership, whether by one person 
or a worship band, is intended to do exactly that: lead God’s people 
together in song. We lift our voices together as one in praise to the Lord. 
While it may be tempting to sit back and “enjoy the music,” one of our 
responses to the gift of God’s love is to sing our thanks and praise. As 
Ephesians 5 exhorts us, “be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs to one another, singing and making melody to 
the Lord in your hearts.”  

This is why I loved having so many voices in our Pentecost choir, 
experienced or not, and why I hope to see even more folks in choir this 
fall. This is why I love to hear everyone singing together in worship every 
Sunday. Raise your voice. It doesn’t matter if you sing like Beyonce or you 
sing like my mom. This is why we sing.  

 

Worship Opportunities 

In addition to raising your voice from the pews each week, we have lots 
of opportunities for you to assist in the worship experience. We are 
always looking for folks to help as musicians, 
sound board and slide operators, 
communion assistants, ushers, assisting 
ministers, altar guild, and visual artists. 
Please let me know if you would like to learn 
more about serving in worship, or if you’d 
like to sign up for one of our worship 
ministries. 

See you in worship! 

music@newlifelutheran.com  

mailto:music@newlifelutheran.com
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 Thank You! From Church Council and Staff 
 

 M.A. and F. Marcha for their food cooking at the Mission Trip 
Fundraiser on April 22. 

 Musicians (B. Flowers, A. Patschke, and others) for their gifts at 
the Mission Trip Fundraiser. 

 All who donated and bid on silent auction items at the Mission 
Trip Fundraiser. 

 L. Hitchcock-Weber and her team for cooking at the Marinara 
and Melodies Fundraiser on May 6. 

 All the musicians, including R. McDonald for programming the 
music for the Marinara and Melodies Fundraiser. 

 M. Lynch for repairing a broken electrical breaker in the 
Fellowship Hall.  

 H. Beckman and the Bereavement Team for their hospitality 
provided to families after recent funerals. 

 B. Bradford and D. Barron for stepping up to lead the church 
council. 

 Pastor Clayton for his efforts to reach out to the community. 

 All participants at the Church Huddle on April 29. 

 All our Sunday School teachers and leaders who earned their 
summer break!  

 
We appreciate you ALL so much! 

 
 
 

Financial Snapshot 

 

Giving in May 2023 (through May 28)     = $21,989.93 (86.8%) 

Giving needed per month   = $25,328.00 

Giving January—May 2023                  = $112,895.93 (89.1%) 

Giving needed January—May 2023      = $126,640.00 
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Environews 
Helen Beckman 
 

Why did the turtle cross the road? One reason could be that she is 
looking for a good place to lay eggs or the hatchlings may be looking to 
get back to the water from whence their mother came. Whatever the 
reason, it’s a dangerous endeavor for the turtle and it might need 
assistance.  If you can do so safely, pick it up with a hand on each side 
closer to the back end and hold the turtle away from you to your left 
side. The poor thing may be frightened and might possibly urinate back 
and to the left. It will be greatly relieved to reach the ground on the other 
side. To pick up a turtle any other way may injure it. 

t's the season for birds, butterflies, and bees. I hope you have all had 
time to enjoy watching our springtime visitors and residents. The 
Patschke family and their neighbors should have a great harvest this 
year, because they now have honey bee hives on their property. The bees 
will certainly be busy gathering nectar and spreading the pollen. Honey 
bees are not the only pollinators. They have the advantage of making 
honey as well as pollinating. Any insect or bird that visits a vegetable or 
fruit flower to get nectar for food pollinates. Actually, there is a bee 
species that is a much more efficient pollinator than the honey bee. It’s 
the solitary mason bee. The honey bee is a social insect that lives in a 
well-ordered hive where each type of bee has a specific responsibility to 
the hive. There are many sterile female worker bees who gather nectar, 
make wax to build and defend the hive, and make honey to feed the hive. 
The drone’s only purpose is to mate with the queen and then die. The 
queen is at the top of the organization chart and she lays the eggs. 

Solitary bees, on the other hand, are less aggressive, and have no social 
hierarchy. The males mate with the females and the females do all the 
work and lay the eggs. No honey or wax is made. The female looks for a 
crevice or tubular cavity in which to make a nest. They use mud, clay, grit 
or chewed up plant material for nest making. She lays an egg in the back 
end, seals it, another nest and seals as long as space is available. The 
male eggs are in the front and females to the back. The eggs hatch and 
the larvae eat the enclosed plant material. The males exit first and wait 
for the females to emerge, sometime assisting their exit. The females 
mate with one or more males and then the males die. The females begin 
looking for nesting crevices, and food for the nest. So, all females are 
looking for food in the flowers and when they land on the flower, they 
land with their whole body, bringing out more pollen than the honey 
bees do who just bring out pollen on their legs.  Each female produces 
eggs and searches for nectar and leaves more pollen at each flower she 
visits. Go on line to learn how to make a nest block for solitary bees or 
order one from Crown Bee – Solitary Bee Houses and Supplies.  

Thursday, June 8 at 7 P.M. is the monthly Garden Talk Facebook Live 
Lecture. The topic is “Cooking From the Garden”. You can watch it on 
Keep Pearland Beautiful Facebook live or watch videos on KPB Facebook 
of past lectures. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Finding the Right Words: Have you ever tried to find the right 
words to say to someone who is facing death, divorce, loss of a job, a 
serious accident, or illness? Join us for a discussion of how to offer 
care and comfort with the right words. The group will meet on 
Wednesdays in June (7, 14, 21, and 28) at 6:30 PM in the Fellowship 
Hall. A $10 donation is suggested to cover the cost of the book 
(“Finding the Right Words” by Wilfred Bockelman). Contact Bubba and 
Barbara Flowers for more information.  
 
Summer Camp Bake Sale: Support our students going to summer 
camp by participating in the bake sale on Sunday, June 4. Contact 
Aimee Castillo for more information.  
 
Mission Trip Blessing and Sending: Sunday, June 4  
 
Senior Lunch: All  Seniors 55+  are welcome to join us for lunch June 
7 in the fellowship  hall  12:00PM—1:00PM . Bingo will be played after 
lunch. 

 
Summer Camp Blessing and Sending: Sunday, June 11 
 
WELCA Lunch Out: All women of the church are welcome to join us for 
lunch at  Central Texas Style BBQ (4110 Broadway St) June 14 at 11:30 
AM. 
 
Fathers Day: Sunday , June  18  

 

Vacation Bible School: July 31—August 4 , 6:00PM—8:00PM  

 

 

Thank You From Houston Area Campus Ministry 



13 

Confirmation Sunday  
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New Life Lutheran Church 

3521 E Orange St. 

Pearland, TX 77581 

Phone: (281) 485-1818 

Website: NewLifeLutheran.com 

Facebook: Facebook.com/NewLifePearland 

 

Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Clayton Faulkner 
(pastor@newlifelutheran.com) 

 

Director of Worship and Music: Rebecca McDonald 

(music@newlifelutheran.com) 

 

Administrative Assistant: Marissa Zuniga 

(office@newlifelutheran.com) 

 

Church Council 

President: Bryan Bradford 

Vice President: Doug Barron 

Secretary: Mary Ann Marcha 

Treasurer: Julie Watkins 

At Large: Lynn Cope, Vanessa Rincones, Tamsey Mims, Elna 
Ritter, Korie Williams 



15 

Marinara and Melodies  
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