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Walk in Newness of Life                               
Pastor Clayton Faulkner 
 

Last month we shared the news that in the very near 
future New Life will have a new hymnal in our pews: 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW), the most 
recent hymnal produced by the ELCA, published in 
2006. I am truly excited to have this new hymnal in 
our church. We are a church that is formed by word 
and sacrament, the heart and center of our worship 
services on Sundays. This hymnal will renew and 
enliven our dedication to being faithful Lutherans 
who worship! 

It is an incredible hymnal and I think you’ll enjoy 
getting to know it. Perhaps you’ll find a new favorite hymn in it as well! 
Last month I hinted about the story of how we received these hymnals. 
It is truly a remarkable testament to stewardship that I am delighted to 
share with you now. 

One of the organizations I’m connected to is The Hymn Society in the 
U.S. and Canada. They send out a monthly newsletter via email every 
month. Back in August I was reading their newsletter and came across 
this announcement: “Hymnals Available. Deanna in San Luis Obispo, 
CA, has about 100 copies of Evangelical Lutheran Worship with red 
covers in wonderful condition. If interested, please call…” 

I’ll tell you a secret: I’ve wanted to replace the hymnals in our pews 
since the first time I set foot in our sanctuary. The green LBWs are a 
wonderful hymnal, but they were published in 1978 (making them 
older than me). So much good music and liturgy has been added to the 
church’s repertoire in ELW and I hate for anyone to miss out on all 
there is to sing. You can imagine that when I saw that announcement, I 
jumped on the opportunity as fast as I could. 

I reached out to Deanna, who is the Director of Children and Teens 
Ministry at Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church in San Luis Obispo, CA. She 
confirmed that she had about 90 hymnals left to share with anyone 
that was interested. I let her know that we would take all of them! She 

let me know that all they were 
asking for was the expense of 
shipping the hymnals to us.  

The cost of shipping would be a 
bargain compared to what these 
hymnals would cost new. 
Purchasing new hymnals from 
Augsburg Fortress would be $26.50 
each. That means 90 copies would 
cost $2,385 plus shipping! But 
thanks to the extraordinary 
generosity of the people at Mt. 
Carmel Lutheran Church, they were 
willing to share their blessings with 
us.  
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As I corresponded with Deanna she shared, “I hope you enjoy the 
hymnals. We were blessed to receive them from a local church when 
they left the ELCA. A longtime member of Mt. Carmel purchased for 
the church new hymnals with our name embossed on the cover 
(replacing the others that we had received). I am glad to send you 
the ones we once used.” 

Every time we sing from these new hymnals, or even when you 
notice them in the 
pews, I hope you 
will remember this 
story. It’s a great 
story to hear as we 
are in the midst of 
our own 
stewardship 
campaign and 
asking each 
member household 
to consider what 
their commitment 
to New Life will be in 
2024 (don’t forget to 
return those cards 
on November 12!). 
Our new hymnals 
are a reminder of 
what it looks like to 
be radically 
generous with the 
resources God 
shares with us. Let 
these hymnals be a 
catalyst for your 
own generosity. 
How can you bless 
others with the 
same level of 
generosity that they 
did for us? 

At the end of 
September, six 
large, heavy boxes 
full of hymnals 
found their way to 
New Life after their 
long journey from 
California. And coming up on December 3, the first Sunday of Advent 
in our church year, they will be in our pews for you to enjoy.  

P.S. – In the process of working out all the shipping details, I 
received another message from Deanna at Mt. Carmel Lutheran 
Church: “My husband and I have thought and prayed. We are very 
blessed. We would like to cover the cost of the shipping.” This is 
what overwhelming generosity looks like! God blesses us so that we 
can bless others. Thanks be to God for the goodness poured out into 
all our lives, including the gift of new hymnals! 
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Notes from Rebecca 
Rebecca McDonald, Director of Worship and Music 

SINGING THE PSALMS 

What a joyful Reformation Sunday we had! Many thanks to Peter 
Weber, Jill Olson, Jon McDonald, and our special guests, Richard Birk 
and Sparky Koerner, for sharing their musical talents with us. I feel 
honored to play with such fine musicians. And, thanks to all of you 
who worshipped with us and joined in the singing. It was fun to sing 
old hymns in new, jazzy styles.  

When we sang “A Mighty Fortress is Our God,” we were singing Martin 
Luther’s paraphrase of Psalm 46. Many songs or hymns that we sing in 
worship may include portions or paraphrases of a psalm, like “O God 
Our Help in Ages Past” (Psalm 90) or the beginning of “10,000 
Reasons” (Psalm 103). 

The psalms have a central place in the church’s prayer and song. The 
poems, songs, hymns, and prayers that make up the book of Psalms 
have been used in worship since the days of ancient Israel. The writer 
of Colossians encourages us “to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.” (Col. 3:16) And Martin 
Luther deeply appreciated the book of Psalms, writing, “The Psalter 
ought to be a precious and beloved book.”  

The psalms help us express a diverse range of emotion toward God 
and one another, not only praise, trust, and thanksgiving, but also 
lament, grief, and anger. It’s also important to remember that the 
Psalms were originally intended to be sung.  

When we introduce our new Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 
hymnals, we will explore some of the Psalm tones it contains.  
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The entire book of Psalms can be found in the middle of the ELW, along 
with 16 different tones, or melodies, which is an expansion of the 10 tones 
found in the old green hymnal (LBW).  

Each psalm verse is divided into two parts, and each part has a red “point” 
within it. To use Psalm 103 as an example, here’s what verse 1 looks like: 

1Bless the Lord, | O my soul,  
and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 
 

The red point shows when the singer moves from the main note (called 
the reciting tone) and continues with the rest of the melody. So verse 1 
above would be sung like this: 
 

          Bless the Lord,          O     my    soul                    and all that is within me, bless God’s  ho  -  ly    name. 

 

Typically, we will chant the psalm much in the same way we currently 
read it responsively, with the cantor or song leader alternating verses with 
the congregation. Tones 12 through 16 in the ELW are double tones, 
meaning that they have four phrases instead of two, so that two verses are 
sung to one tone.  

I’m excited to explore these psalm tones with the congregation, and hope 
that you will find meaning and blessing as we sing the psalms together in 
worship. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Senior Lunch: All  Seniors 55+ are welcome to join us for lunch  
November 1 in the fellowship hall  12:00PM—1:00PM. Join us for food 
and fellowship, as well as a round of bingo with fun prizes. 
 
Orange Street Cleanup: Saturday, November 4 at 8:30 AM. Join a 
team to pick up litter in our neighborhood! 
 
Lutheran World Relief Delivery: Saturday, November 4 at 10:00 AM. 
Please lend a hand to load our quilts and kits as they are shipped off to 
be a blessing to others. 
 
Day Light Savings Time Ends: Don’t forget to fall back on Sunday, 
November 5. 
 
All Saints’ Sunday: Sunday, November 5. We have two ways of 
remembering our loved ones who are now with God in paradise. You 
can bring to church a framed picture of a loved one who has died. You 
can also submit a name to be included during our remembrance in 
worship. You can submit your names by email 
(pastor@newlifelutheran.com) or calling the church office. 
 
WELCA Lunch Out: All women of the church are welcome to join us for 
lunch at  Busy Bee (corner of Main and Broadway) on Wednesday, 
November 8 at 11:30 AM. 
 
Stewardship Campaign Commitment Cards: A letter about our 
Stewardship campaign should be arriving soon. Our goal is to receive 
40 commitment cards this year! You can return your commitment card 
in the offering plate on Sunday, November 12 or drop it off in the office 
afterwards. 
 
Meals on Wheels: We are looking for new volunteers to bring food to 
those in our local community. Our next week of delivery is November 
13-17 and if we have enough volunteers you only have to help one of 
the days. Delivery is done as a team to make the process easier. To be 
added to the team or for questions contact Barbara 
Flowers, barbaraflowers_55@yahoo.com. 
 
Mary and Martha Bible Study: All women of the church are welcome 
to join us for a Bible study in the fellowship hall on Wednesday, 
November 15 at 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM. 
 
WELCA Sunday: On Sunday, November 19 we will have a special guest 
preacher in worship: Deacon Beth Hartfiel! Women are encouraged to 
bring your thankoffering to support the ministry to women in 
the ELCA. 
 
Greening/Decorating for Advent: Saturday, December 2 at 10:00 AM. 
Please lend a hand! 
 
Houston Lutheran Chorale Christmas Concert: New Life is hosting a 
Christmas concert on Saturday, December 2 at 7:30 PM. Admission is 
free, there will be a free-will offering. Join us as we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus with songs and familiar carols. 

Pictures from the Reformation 
Sunday Youth Fundraiser Lunch 

that raised over $800! 

mailto:pastor@newlifelutheran.com
mailto:barbaraflowers_55@yahoo.com
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Blood Drive Report from October 22 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated blood on Sunday, October 22. We 
had 10 total blood donations: John G., Aimee C., Mary Ann M., Marie G., 
Jerry H., Deanna O., Tally P., Jason G., Edward T., and Ronald H. 

Quilters 

New Life Quilters sold over 20 quilts on Reformation Sunday! The rest 
will be sent to Lutheran World Relief. They meet every Tuesday at 9:30 
AM in the Fellowship Hall and all women are welcome to help make 
quilts and have fellowship with the ladies. 

Quilting is a year-round activity and once the quilts are sent to LWR, the 
work of creating more for next year begins. 
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 Thank You! From Church Council and Staff 
 
• Mary Ann M. for the donation. 
 
• Bryan B. for the donation. 
 
• Bazaar Fund for the donation. 
 
• Michael N. for attending the council meeting and sharing his 

expertise. 
 
• Ryan S. for his Eagle Scout project proposal benefiting New Life. 
 
• John R. for his legacy giving presentation to the council and Senior 

Lunch in October. 
 
• To all who donated candy for the Halloween party. 
 
• To our incoming 2024 council members: Lisa H.W., Cheryl R., Evelyn 

B., and Korie W. 
 
• Helen B. and the entire Bereavement Team for their support and 

food for Rebecca Mims’ funeral. 
 
• Elna R. for her service as substitute council secretary.  
 
• Marjorie S. for the beautiful handmade prayer shawl donations. 

We appreciate you ALL so much! 

 
Financial Snapshot 

 

Giving in Oct 2023 (through Oct 29)         = $21,462.47 (84.7%) 

Giving needed per month     = $25,328.00 

Giving January—October 2023        = $212,800.47 (84.0%) 

Giving needed January—Oct 2023         = $253,280.00 

 

Christian Helping Hands Food Pantry Update 
Judy Foucheaux 

There is still no date set for the opening of the 
new building on Magnolia St. 

The total poundage of food donated to CHH for 
Sept. and Oct. from New Life is 270 pounds (through both the grocery 
basket donations and monetary donations). The pantry is serving over 40 
families a day. The shelves are still in need of food.  I really appreciate all 
the food donations. 
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Environews 
Helen Beckman 
 

It’s that time again. It’s time to stop 
saving daylight and sleep an hour 
later. It’s always a relief to me, 
especially since daylight savings time 
(DST) was increased to eight months. I 
remember when it was just the 
summer months. Now each November 
I vow that when it’s time to spring 
forward, I’ll just stay on standard time 
(ST). Not possible.  

Our efficient communication satellites 
determine the current time for me 

wherever I am. I am no longer dependent on my circadian rhythm like 
every other species on our planet. Two hormones, melatonin and 
cortisol, help control our body’s reaction to sunlight and darkness in 
order to establish a natural daily sleep/alertness rhythm, called the 
circadian rhythm. We slow down and sleep at night and wake up with 
the sun to begin an active day.   

According to the American Academy of Sleep Science, ST most nearly 
aligns with our natural circadian rhythm and the abrupt change to DST 
does affect our health and safety. Individual circadian rhythms vary 
from person to person such as “night owls” and “early birds,” but in 
general still require a certain amount of sleep and activity to be healthy. 
Sleep requirements are greater during the growing years and teens and 
young adults tend to stay up late and need to sleep later. Elderly people 
usually sleep and wake up earlier.  

Tradition says Ben Franklin first facetiously suggested DST to save on 
candles. It was actually enacted to save energy and to provide longer 
working hours during World War II. Over my lifetime, we’ve had summer 
DST, local choice by state or community, yearlong DST, and continued 
lengthening of the DST season to the present eight months.  

Studies have shown there actually is no real advantage to DST and there 
are health and safety risks. Congress has considered bills in recent years 
to go to full time ST or DST. I hope we go to ST 
time and stay there. Surveys show that most 
people want Standard Time. What do you 
think? Let your congressional representative 
know.  

Please, help us pick up litter on Orange 
Street this Saturday, November 4 at 8:30 
AM. 

Supplies and snacks are provided.  
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 What is a Memorial? 

A memorial is a special monetary gift given in memory of a loved one or 
the loved one of a friend. Memorials are given instead of flowers at the 
time of death. They are a wonderful way to give a useful and lasting 
remembrance at the time of death.  

 

At New Life, we have a tradition of giving 
memorials after the death of a member or 
the loved ones of fellow members. The gifts 
go into a “Memorial Fund” which is used for 
special needs at the church such as starting 
a legacy giving fund, or the gifts may be 
designated for a certain ministry. 

 

A notice of the gift is sent to the family of 
the deceased by the church office. A record 
of the gift is included on the donor’s 
quarterly financial statement if the donor is 
a member of New Life. Finally, the 
memorials and other special gifts 
contributed in memory of someone, or in 
honor of a person, or a special occasion, are 
recognized periodically in our Signs of New 
Life newsletter. 

 

 

2023 Memorial Contributions 

 

In Memory of Ruth Roberts 

Helen Beckman 

 

In Memory of Alan Fuller 

Karen Dahse 

Tamsey Mims 

 

In Memory of Jimmy Thurman 

Karen Dahse 

Tamsey Mims 

 

In Memory of Tim Faulkner 

Karen Dahse 

Zachary Minja 

Nolan and Donna Patschke 

In Memory of Rebecca Mims 

Karen Dahse  

Judy Foucheaux  

Nolan and Donna Patschke  

Michelle K. Rivers 

Carol Bruno 

Brenda Pritchett 

Ronnie and Linda Stavinoha 

Linda Hudgens 



11 

Financial Update from Church Council President 
Bryan Bradford 
 
Members of New Life, 
 
We are all a family together and I know this has been true to me my 
entire life. I was baptized here when I was nine days old, and this 
church has been here for me my entire life and I know that is not 
exclusive to me.  
 
The current council and I have been notified that the congregation 
has been wanting us to be open and transparent with the budget 
and financial situation of our church. I would like to let you all know 
that council meetings are open to any guest to attend and that our 
budget has no secrets and anyone who would like to review it can 
contact me or any other member of the council.  
 
Right now, we are in a good place, however we have faced some 
challenges over the summer. If you watch the projector screen for 
weekly giving updates during the offering or read the financial 
snapshot reports in the monthly newsletter, then you have probably 
noticed that our giving consistently falls below what is needed to 
make budget every month. The church staff and council work 
together to keep spending low and we do our best to operate with 
the resources the church receives.  
 
However, we did fall behind making payments over the summer 
toward the pastor’s health insurance and retirement benefits. No 
benefits were lost during that time. Thanks to the generosity of 
several council members as well as a contribution from the Bazaar 
Fund, we were able to catch up and pay that bill in full at the end of 
September. The council takes this issue very seriously and we are 
determined to stay on top of this in the future. 
 
We are also in an aging facility that does have some things that need 
to be addressed. I would like everyone to know we are doing 
everything we can to take care of our church, our staff, and our 
members.  
 
I would also like everyone to know that this is a self-supported 
community, and we depend on our members helping whenever they 
can. With that being said, any monetary, time, or talent donations 
would be greatly appreciated to help New Life continue to grow and 
help more people in our community and all over the world. 
 
Like I said before, we are a family, and from my perspective we are a 
big happy family! Let’s do our part to keep it that way. 
 
Thank you all, 
Bryan Bradford 
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Thank You from Linda Stavinoha 

 

A big Thank You to everyone who made the Kids Halloween Party such a 
success. First of all we could have not done it without all the wonderful 
people who donated candy.  
 
Thank you to those who donated toys and items for door prizes and 
bingo prizes. To those who helped fill candy bags, to those who helped 
setting up and working the event, and to those who cleaned up. Such a 
joy to see the youth helping with the kids.  
 
Thank you to Bob Leach for his generous donation for seed money for 
the event. Marjorie Wilcoxson, thank you for always donating to the kids 
party. Nothing would be possible without the love from our church 
family. Thanks again and blessings to all. 
 
Also, thank you to Tamsey Mims and Charlotte Thurman for always 
donating greeting cards. The office sends out a lot each month and they 
are greatly appreciated. 
 
Thank you to Lynn and Rylynn Cope, Judy and 
Foster Foucheaux, Logan and Tiffany Pineda, 
Brenda Pritchett, Cheryl Robinson and 
Elizabeth White for toys, books, and other 
items used for door prizes and bingo gifts. If 
you are ever getting rid of items that we could 
use at the kids parties, please donate to our 
cause. They would be greatly appreciated. 
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Make a Donation to our Seafarer Christmas Boxes 
 
New Life has been packing 100+ Christmas shoeboxes for the Seafarers 
out of the Port of Houston for many years. 
 
Collections are made all year around and the New Life Seniors pack 
these boxes at their Luncheon in December. The wrapped shoeboxes, 
books, magazines, puzzles and many more bulk items are taken to the 
Port of Houston, International Seafarers Center during the month of 
December for distribution to the ships that come in to port. 
 
This year, as in 
past years, your 
gifts and donations 
are critical to our 
program and in 
many cases is one 
of the few ways 
that brighten the 
life and provide a 
tangible presence 
to the Seafarers 
calling on the Port 
of Houston in December. Many Seafarers are still not able to leave their 
vessels for months. Also, in some cases their contracts may have been 
extended for months and they have no way to get home to their 
families over the holidays. The Houston International Seafarers Center 
(HISC) has remained vigilant in our mission to be there for the 
Seafarers throughout the year with our various services and our 
friendly presence. We still see and counsel with many who are dealing 
with war strife and families being displaced to other countries.  

Items above will be collected in the Fellowship Hall until the packing 
on Wednesday, December 6. 
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New Life Lutheran Church 

3521 E Orange St. 

Pearland, TX 77581 

Phone: (281) 485-1818 

Website: NewLifeLutheran.com 

Facebook: Facebook.com/NewLifePearland 

 

Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Clayton Faulkner 
(pastor@newlifelutheran.com) 

 

Director of Worship and Music: Rebecca McDonald 

(music@newlifelutheran.com) 

 

Church Council 

President: Bryan Bradford 

Vice President: Doug Barron 

Secretary: Mary Ann Marcha 

Treasurer: Julie Watkins 

At Large: Lynn Cope, Vanessa Rincones, Tamsey Mims, Elna 
Ritter 
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Make a Donation to our BEAR Toy Drive 
 
BEARing Gifts, BEAR’s holiday program provides brand-new holiday 
gifts to at-risk and CPS-involved children who may otherwise not 
experience the joy of the holiday season.  
 
Please make sure all gifts are new and UNWRAPPED. Gifts can be 
donated in the box in the narthex until the deadline on Sunday, 
December 10. 
 
Gifts can be purchased for children newborn – 17 years old. NEW gifts 
only, no used items. No candy, food items, or clothing (these resources 
are provided through BEAR’s year round program). If a gift requires 
batteries, please include them. Do not gift wrap gifts/toys (donations of 
wrapping paper or gift bags are always appreciated for caregivers, 
though!). 
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