Mark 1:22

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pearland, TX
Worship at 8:00 AM
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Holy Communion, ELW Setting 3
January 28, 2024



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

WELCOME - Pastor Clayton Faulkner

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P:

All:

All:

All:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth,
wind sweeping over the waters.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our rock and refuge,

we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always loved
you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not always
recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. Renew
your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all. Amen.

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is now. In
Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ++ Jesus Christ, your sins are

forgiven. You are God’s beloved.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (ELW 886)
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem - er’s praise,
2 My gra-ciousMas-ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;

0 & .

A+ .

D &

J =

the glo - nies of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!

to  spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: AzmoN, Carl G. Glidser, 1784—1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

GREETING

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
All:  And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One,

you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

P:

All:

Let us pray. Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant
presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is
broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20

A:  The Lorp your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own
people; you shall heed such a prophet. ®This is what you requested of the LORD your
God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of
the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 'Then
the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 81 will raise up for them
a prophet like you from among their own people; | will put my words in the mouth of the
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that | command. **Anyone who does not
heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, | myself will hold
accountable. °But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes
to speak in my name a word that | have not commanded the prophet to speak—that
prophet shall die.”

A:  The word of the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God.

PSALM 111 Please read responsively.

A:  !Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LorD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the
upright, in the congregation.

All:  2Great are your works, O LorbD, pondered by all who delight in them.

A:  3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness endures forever.

All:  *You cause your wonders to be remembered; you are gracious and full of
compassion.

A:  >You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant.

All:  ®You have shown your people the power of your works in giving them the lands of
the nations.

A:  "The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts are sure.

All:  ®They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity.



All:

Y ou sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; holy and
awesome is your name.

19T he fear of the LoORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice this have a good
understanding. God’s praise endures forever.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

A:

A:

All:

!Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does
not yet have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by God.
*Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really
exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” °Indeed, even though there may be so-called
deities in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many deities and many lords—°®yet for
us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. “It is not
everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to
idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their
conscience, being weak, is defiled. Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no
worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. °But take care that this liberty of
yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. °For if others see you,
who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their
conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 'So by
your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. ?But when
you thus sin against brothers and sisters in your community, and wound their conscience
when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 3Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, |
will never eat meat, so that | may not cause one of them to fall.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:21-28
P:  The holy gospel according to Mark.
All:  Glory to you, O Lord.

P:  2esus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the
synagogue and taught. 2They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one
having authority, and not as the scribes. ZJust then there was in their synagogue a man
with an unclean spirit, *and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you are, the Holy One of God.”
2°But Jesus rebuked the spirit, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 2And the
unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of the man. 2’ They
were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—
with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his
fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

P:  The gospel of the Lord.
All:  Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON - Pastor Clayton Faulkner



HYMN OF THE DAY There is a Balm in Gilead (ELW 614)

Refrain
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There 1s a balm in Gil-e-ad to make the wound-ed whole;
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there 1s a balm in Gil-e - ad to heal the sin-sick soul
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1 Some - times [ feel dis - cour-aged and think my work’s in  vain,
2 If you can - not preachlike Pe - ter, if you can-not pray like Paul,
3 Don’t ev - er be dis - cour-aged, for Je-sus 1s your friend;
0 Refrain
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but then the Ho-ly Spir - it re - vives my soul a - gain.
you can tell the love of Je - sus and say, “He died for all”
and if you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to  lend.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BALM IN GILEAD, African American spiritual




APOSTLES’ CREED

P:

All:

Joining together let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A:

All:

All:

All:

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the
church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Loving God, we pray that your example of teaching with confidence and authority builds
up your church in love. May all church leaders and teachers honor your instruction and
model your inclusive ways. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Renewing God, we pray for all of creation, that waterways flow clean and clear, natural
spaces are protected, and our planet is healed. Let us commit to thoughtful care of the
earth. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Justice-seeking God, we pray for those in government and community leadership, that
they lead with honor and mindfulness. May they remember their covenants and be
upright in their ways. God of grace,

receive our prayer.
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A:  Compassionate God, we pray for all in need, especially those who have known rejection,
any who struggle with long-term illness or chronic pain, those without access to safe
housing or health care, victims of war, and any who suffer. God of grace,

All:  receive our prayer.

A:  Still-speaking God, we pray for our congregation, for its artists and musicians, for its
educators and caregivers, that all gifts are used to care for those in need and to live out
your example of accompaniment, gospel witness, and love. God of grace,

All:  receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A:  Eternal God, we remember all who have been teachers, mentors, and companions in the
church and in our lives. We trust that all who have died rest in your loving care. God of
grace,

All:  receive our prayer.

P: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of
our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
All:  Amen.

PEACE
P.  The peace of Christ be with you always.
All:  And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
The ministry of New Life Lutheran Church is made possible through the tithes, gifts, and
offerings of the people. We encourage you to give as an act of worship today. You can
offer a gift by texting to 281.864.3278, adding a dollar amount to the message box, and
send. A link will appear for a one time set up. Once it is set up, it takes seconds to give
again. You can also give through our website by scanning the QR code on the pew.

OFFERTORY - Rebecca McDonald

OFFERING PRAYER

A:  Letus pray. Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and
cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow
your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray.

All:  Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our du - ty and our  joy,
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that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise  to you,
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al - mighty and merciful God, throughour Sav - ior Je - sus Christ.
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By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all na - tions;
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in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your be -lov. - ed Son,
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and in the miracle of water turned to wine he re - vealed your glo - ry.
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And so, with  all the choirs of an - gels,
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with the church on earth and the hosts of heav - en,
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we praise your name and join their un - end - ing hymn:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est



All:

P:
All:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see.
Amen. Thanks be to God.

SHARING THE MEAL

Everyone is welcome to receive Jesus in bread and wine. This is Jesus' table, and he welcomes all. Pre- filled
communion packets are available in the Narthex if you would prefer to receive communion that way. Everyone
else is invited to come down the center aisle maintaining two continuous lines. You will receive a piece of bread
with the words, "The body of Christ given for you," and you can respond with, "Amen." Remain on the side of
the section of pews you are sitting in. You will receive an individual cup of either wine (red) or grape juice
(clear) with the words, "The blood of Christ shed for you," and you can respond with, "Amen." There is a basket
available for your empty cup. You will then return to your pew from the side aisle.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN Healer of Our Every Il (ELW 612)

Refrain
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Heal -er of our ev-'ry ill, light of each to - mor - row,
_9_#& i I ] I i I 3
o= e - —— - S
5 = =
give us peace be - yond our fear, and hope be-yond our sor - row.
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1 You who know our fears and sad - ness, grace us with your
2 In the pain and joy be - hold - ing how  your grace is
3 Give wus strength to love each oth - er, ev - 'ry sis - ter,
4 You who know each  thought and feel - ing, teach us all your
Refrain
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peace and glad-ness; Spir-it of all com-fort, fill our hearts.
still  un-fold-ing, give us all your vi - sion, God of love.

ev - 'ry broth-er; Spir-it of all kind-ness, be our guide.
way of heal-ing; Spir-it of com-pas-sion, fill each  heart.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1987 GILA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
P: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you, strengthen you, and

keep you in God’s grace.
All:  Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A:  Letus pray. Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.
Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever.

All:  Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
P: God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,

++ bless you and remain with you always.

All:  Amen.
SENDING HYMN Jesus Shall Reign (ELW 434)
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1 Je - sus shall reign wher - e’er the sun does its  suc -
2 To him shall end - less prayer be  made, and  prais - es
3 Peo - ple and realms of ev - ry tongue dwell on  his
4 Bless - ings a- bound wher - e’er he  reigns: the pris - ‘ners
5 Let ev-'ry crea - ture rise and bring pe - cu - liar
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ces - sive jour - neys  run; his  king-dom stretch from
throng to crown his  head,; his name like sweet per -
love with sweet - est  song; and in - fant voic - es
leap to lose their chains, the wea - ry find e -
hon - ors to our King; an - gels de - scend  with
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shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more.
fume shall rise with ev - ry morn - ing sac - r - fice.
shall  pro - claim their ear - ly bless - ings on his name.
ter - nal rest, and all who suf - fer want are blest
songs a - gain, and earth re - peat the loud a - men.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793

DISMISSAL
A:  Goin peace. You are God’s beloved.
All:  Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Copyright permission: CCLI #3220202 and One License A-740956. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Today is the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany: January 28
Traditional Worship: 8:00 AM
Sunday School: 9:15 AM
Contemporary Worship: 10:30 AM

Sunday School for Everyone: We have room for everyone, and you are welcome.
Class options at 9:15 AM include:
*Elementary Class (Kindergarten through 6th grade) — downstairs Fellowship Hall classrooms
*Confirmation Class (7th through 8th grade and parents) — conference room in office building
*High School Class (9th through 12th grade) — library in office building
*Adult Class — Fellowship Hall

First Communion Class: If your child is ready to begin receiving holy communion, make plans to
join one of the two upcoming classes: Today, January 28 or Sunday, March 17 at 11:30 AM.
Email Pastor Clayton to sign up (pastor@newlifelutheran.com).

Senior Lunch: Wednesday, February 7 at 12:00 PM. Adults 55+ please join us for a potluck lunch
and fellowship.

Souper Bowl of Caring: Help us support the Christian Helping Hands food pantry by bringing
your shelf-stable food donations on Sunday, February 11.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner: Join us for a meal and fellowship before the start of Lent on
Tuesday, February 13 from 6:00-8:00 PM.

Today’s Worship Leaders (8:00 AM)

Assisting Minister Nancy Bryars

Communion Assistants

Ushers Doug Barron, Charlie Gaevert
Technology John Gestl

Altar flowers are given by Lorraine Walls
in celebration of her birthday and anniversary.
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