The Spirit drove him into the wilderness.
Mark 1:12
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

WELCOME - Pastor Morgan Gates

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P:

All:

All:

All:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who draws all
people together through Jesus.
Amen.

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We hoard
resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways that silence
others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in our hearts. We let
hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive us,
Lord. Amen.

Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, breaks
every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life through

Jesus Christ.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer (ELW 618)
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1 Guideme ev - er, great Re - deem-er, pil - grim through this
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feed me now and ev - er - more, feed me now and ev - er - more.
shield me with your might-y arm, shield me with your might-y arm.
I will raise for - ev - er - more, | will raise for - ev - er - more.

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

GREETING

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
All:  And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

n “ All | - ] L
A P S —— — g
l“? il al I 1 d} I ! I d 7

Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al-might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P:

All:

Let us pray. Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen,
and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift
of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power
over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17

A:

A:

All:

8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, *“As for me, I am establishing my covenant
with you and your descendants after you, °and with every living creature that is with
you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as
came out of the ark. 1!l establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be
cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the
earth.” 2God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and
every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 31 have set my bow in
the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. **When |
bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, *°I will remember my
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters
shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. ¥*When the bow is in the clouds, |
will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature
of all flesh that is on the earth.” ¥’God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that
I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 25:1-10 Please read responsively.

A:

All:

All:

All:

To you, O LorbD, I lift up my soul.
My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies
triumph over me.

3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are
treacherous.
“Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.

*Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have |
trusted all the day long.
®Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.



A:

All:

A:

All:

"Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to
our steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.

y yourg

8You are gracious and upright, O LoRD; therefore you teach sinners in your way.

%You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.

AIl your paths, O LoRD, are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who keep your
covenant and your testimonies.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22

A:

A:

All:

8Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, °in which
also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 2who in former times did
not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark,
in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 2:And baptism, which
this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal
to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone
into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made
subject to him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:9-15
P:  The holy gospel according to Mark.
All:  Glory to you, O Lord.

P: °In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. *°And just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. **And a voice came from heaven, “You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 2And the Spirit immediately drove
Jesus out into the wilderness. 3He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan;
and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. *Now after John was
arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The
time is fulfilled, and the dominion of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good
news.”

P:  The gospel of the Lord.
All:  Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON - Pastor Morgan Gates

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word (ELW 517)
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Lord Je - sus Christ, your pow’r make known for you  are
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and bring to naught  all he has done.
may sing your praise e - ter - mnal - ly
and lead us out of death to life.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827—-1878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543



APOSTLES’ CREED
P:  Joining together let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
All: |1 believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A:  Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-
being of creation, and a world in need.

A brief silence.

A:  God our truth, the ark of your church has room for many expressions of faith. We give
thanks for voices that challenge and awaken your people. Hear us, O God.

All:  Your mercy is great.

A:  God our maker, you remember your covenant with the earth and its inhabitants. Rescue
communities and creatures hurting from natural disasters. Preserve species and habitats
endangered by human carelessness and disregard. Hear us, O God.

All:  Your mercy is great.

A:  God our light, you know our weakness. Free all who govern from the temptations of
power. Sustain all who work for human rights in every nation. Hear us, O God.

All:  Your mercy is great.

A:  God our help, you care for your beloved children. Comfort all who are grieving, ill,
afraid, in pain, or in despair. Feed hungry people living in food deserts. Protect any at risk
from exploitation and abuse. Hear us, O God.

All:  Your mercy is great.

A:  God our home, you gather your people. Grant us health and safety as we assemble. Keep
us mindful of any who are homebound, hospitalized, convalescing, or traveling. Hear us,
O God.

All:  Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A:  God our hope, you promise eternal life to your beloved children. We remember with
gratitude those who have lived and died in faith. Grant that we may also dwell with you
in everlasting peace. Hear us, O God.

All:  Your mercy is great.

P:  Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

All:  Amen.

PEACE

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.

All:  And also with you.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
The ministry of New Life Lutheran Church is made possible through the tithes, gifts, and
offerings of the people. We encourage you to give as an act of worship today. You can
offer a gift by texting to 281.864.3278, adding a dollar amount to the message box, and
send. A link will appear for a one time set up. Once it is set up, it takes seconds to give
again. You can also give through our website by scanning the QR code on the pew.

OFFERTORY - Rebecca McDonald

OFFERING PRAYER
A:  Letus pray. Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that
we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this

holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name.
All:  Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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we praise your name and join their un - end - ing hymn:



All:

All:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho - 1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come!
Amen. Thanks be to God.
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SHARING THE MEAL
Everyone is welcome to receive Jesus in bread and wine. This is Jesus' table, and he welcomes all. Pre-
filled communion packets are available in the Narthex if you would prefer to receive communion that
way. Everyone else is invited to come down the center aisle maintaining two continuous lines. You will
receive a piece of bread with the words, "The body of Christ given for you,” and you can respond with,
"Amen." Remain on the side of the section of pews you are sitting in. You will receive an individual cup
of either wine (red) or grape juice (clear) with the words, "The blood of Christ shed for you," and you
can respond with, "Amen."” There is a basket available for your empty cup. You will then return to your
pew from the side aisle.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN I Want Jesus to Walk with Me (ELW 325)

N |
Yy D
75
N> 1o — = =
A3 f
7 a ©
‘\\_’/
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2 In my tr1i - als, Lord, walk with me;
3 WhenI'm 1in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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I want Je - sus to walk with me;
in my tri - als, Lord, walk with me;
when I'm in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
P: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you, strengthen you, and
keep you in God’s grace.

All:  Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A:  Letus pray. Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As
grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in
the name of Jesus, the Bread of life.

All:  Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
P: Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep you,

shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and +F give you peace.
All:  Amen.

SENDING HYMN Bless Now, O God, the Journey (ELW 326)
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1 Bless now, O God, the jour - ney that all your peo - ple make,
2 Bless so- journ-ers and pil - grims who share this wind-ing  way;
3 Di - vine e - ter-nal lov - er, you meet us on the road.
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the  path through noise and si - lence,the way of give and take.
your hope burns through the ter - rors, your love sus-tains the day.

We  wait for lands of prom - ise where milk and hon-ey flow,
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The trail is found in des - ert and winds the moun-tain  round,
We yearn for ho - ly free - dom while of - ten we are bound;
but wait-ing not for plac - es, you meet us all a - round.
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then leads be-side still wa - ters, the road where faith is found.
to - geth-er we are seek - ing the road where faith is found.
Our COV - € - nant is writ - ten on roads, as faith is found.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: LLANGLOFFAN, Welsh tune, 19th cent.

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
A:  Goin peace. Share your bread.
All:  Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE

Copyright permission: CCLI #3220202 and One License A-740956. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Today is the First Sunday in Lent: February 18
Traditional Worship: 8:00 AM
Sunday School: 9:15 AM
Contemporary Worship: 10:30 AM

Sunday School for Everyone: We have room for everyone, and you are welcome.
Class options at 9:15 AM include:
*Elementary Class (Kindergarten through 6th grade) — downstairs Fellowship Hall classrooms
*Confirmation Class (7th through 8th grade and parents) — conference room in office building
*High School Class (9th through 12th grade) — library in office building
*Adult Class — Fellowship Hall

Midweek Worship During Lent: Every Wednesday evening (beginning February 21) we will
gather for a community meal and fellowship followed by worship. Join us for soup supper at 5:45
PM in the Fellowship Hall (sign up sheets are in the narthex). At 7:00 PM we gather in the
sanctuary for worship.

WELCA Brunch and Bunco: The Women of the ELCA are hosting a Brunch & Bunco event on
Sunday, February 25 @ 12:00 PM. Please bring your favorite dish and if you would like to play
bunco bring a $15 gift to reserve your spot. All women (13 years old and up) are welcome! Please
find Cheryl Robinson or Korie Williams for any questions.

First Communion Class: If your child is ready to begin receiving holy communion, make plans to
join our upcoming class on Sunday, March 17 at 11:30 AM. Email Pastor Clayton to sign up
(pastor@newlifelutheran.com).

Today’s Worship Leaders (8:00 AM)

Assisting Minister Cheryl Robinson
Communion Assistant Elna Ritter
Usher Charlie Gaevert
Technology John Gestl

Altar flowers are given by Helen Beckman
to the glory of God with thanksgiving and praise.
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