
1 

February 2024 
In this Issue 

 
Walking in Newness of Life    p. 2 
   by Pastor Clayton Faulkner 
 
Notes from Rebecca               p. 4 
   by Rebecca McDonald               
 
Upcoming Events                p. 6 
 
Thank Yous                                   p. 8 
 
Financial Snapshot                   p. 8 
 
EnviroNews                                  p. 9 
   by Helen Beckman 
 
Meals on Wheels Update      p.12 
   by Barbara Flowers 
 
Youth Bake Sale             p. 13 
 
Donations Needed             p. 15 

 



2 

Walk in Newness of Life                               
Pastor Clayton Faulkner 
 

With the month of February comes another journey into the season of 
Lent. For those unfamiliar, Lent is the 40 days that precede Easter 
(excluding the Sundays, because Sundays are always little Easters, 
days of resurrection!). Lent begins on Ash Wednesday (February 14) 
and ends with Easter (March 31).  

Lent is a period of grief and contrition that ends with a great 
celebration of Easter. Thus, it is known in Eastern Orthodox circles as 
the season of "bright sadness." The purpose of Lent is the preparation 
of the believer for Easter through prayer, spiritual disciplines, 
repentance of sins, almsgiving, simple living, and self-denial. In Lent, 
many Christians commit to fasting, as well as giving up certain luxuries 
in imitation of Jesus Christ's sacrifice during his journey into the desert 
for 40 days; this is known as one's Lenten sacrifice. 

The day before Lent is known as Shrove Tuesday, which is derived 
from the Old English word shrive, meaning "to administer the 
sacrament of confession to; to absolve." Pancakes are associated with 
Shrove Tuesday because they are a way to use up rich foods such as 
eggs, milk, and sugar which are not eaten during the Lenten season of 
fasting. 

When we enter the season of Lent, many people have one thing on 
their minds, and it is the 
idea of sacrifice. This idea 
has become increasingly 
common with the popular 
spiritual practice of giving 
something up for Lent. 
Giving something up for 
forty days can lead to 
increased clarity and 
personal awareness, but 
as our Ash Wednesday text 
from Matthew warns us, 
we also risk turning our 
faith into a public 
spectacle devoid of any 
true spiritual progress.  

The common themes of Lent include sacrifice, confession, reflection, 
journey, and baptism. But the focus of these themes isn’t completely 
directed inwardly. The goal of Lent is to inspire people to take action in 
their lives, both publicly and personally. This is a difficult task every 
year as we try to figure out what new thing we can do to jump start 
another season of self-denial.  

Fasting can be restrictions on any number of things. Historically in the 
church it included abstinence from wine, meat, dairy products, and 
eggs. Refraining from red meat, or all meats, is a common Lenten 
discipline among Roman Catholics and other Christians. The form of 
abstention may vary depending on what is customary; some abstain 
from meat for 40 days, some do so only on Fridays, or some only on 
Good Friday itself. There are no rules to follow, just your own personal 
spiritual disciplines you feel will guide you into devotion. 
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I would like to suggest another option for your Lenten journey. 
Perhaps instead of abstaining from something during the season, 
you instead add something to your life. Maybe during Lent, you 
begin to read a daily devotional, or a daily Bible passage (if you need 
suggestions, let me know). Or maybe during Lent, you give an 
additional offering to the church or non-profit charity close to your 
heart. Perhaps during Lent you take up more exercise, finishing each 
day with a walk around the neighborhood or something similar. 
Maybe you could schedule a small time for prayer in your calendar 
once a week. Or maybe you add daily journal writing as a discipline 
during Lent. 

The possibilities are many, but the point is this: when you think of 
the Lenten season of sacrifice, don’t automatically make it about 
giving something up. It can also be adding a new practice that draws 
you into the spiritual path of reflection. If it’s hard to imagine taking 
something away, try adding something new instead.  

The Lenten journey, travelling alongside Jesus, leads to inspiration. 
Just like Advent leads us to Christmas joy, so does Lent lead us to 
Easter inspiration. Lent inspires us to reflect, to act, to grow, and to 
learn as we make our way to Jerusalem alongside Jesus.  

 

May the road rise to meet you, 

May the wind be always at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

The rains fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, 

May God hold you in the palm of his hand. 

(An Irish blessing) 
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Notes from Rebecca 
Rebecca McDonald, Director of Worship and Music 

It seems hard to believe that the first month of the new year is already 
over! I hope your 2024 is off to a great start. Because of the holidays, 
the January newsletter went to press in mid-December. So I wanted 
to take a moment to go back and acknowledge everyone who made 
our Advent and Christmas season so meaningful by sharing their gifts.  
 
You may remember hearing a lovely anthem during Advent, “Come 
Now, O Prince of Peace.” The congregational version of this song is in 
our new ELW hymnal, and we presented a choral arrangement of it 
with the help of Peter Weber on flute (thanks, Peter!). I would like to 
thank five special ladies for their commitment to the choir, Helen 
Beckman, Nancy Bryars, Elna Ritter, Cheryl Robinson, and Laura 
Strickland. Honestly, it isn’t always easy to sing two-part 
arrangements with only five people, but these ladies work hard in 
rehearsal each week and I’m proud of their accomplishments. And to 
insert a quick advertisement, if you’ve ever thought about singing in 
the choir, please consider joining us for the spring semester. There’s 
plenty of room! 

The days leading up to Christmas were packed with music and 
fellowship. We went Christmas caroling at The Landing at Watercrest 
and Trinity Oaks, two senior living facilities in Pearland. At each place 
we passed out song sheets and loved seeing the residents singing 
along with us, as well as sharing cookies and conversation with them 
afterwards.  
 
We also went Christmas caroling in our neighborhood, braving the 
snow and ice… um, I mean, braving the humidity and mosquitoes, to 
walk up and down several blocks around the church. It was lovely to 
see people’s smiles as they opened their doors to find us singing. All of 
these visits were a wonderful way to build connections with our 
community.  
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Many thanks to Nancy Bryars, Cheryl 
Robinson, Laura Strickland, Karen Dahse, 
Eliza Wishart, Evelyn Baldauf, Chris Baldauf, 
Elliot Baldauf, Chloe Baldauf, Aimee Castillo, 
Jenaro Castillo, and Max Castillo for singing 
and sharing Christmas cheer. 
 
Our Christmas Eve services were full of 
wonderful musical offerings. We enjoyed a 
special solo by Allison Patschke and a special 
duet by Aimee Castillo and Bubba Flowers. 
Our New Life Choir presented a Christmas 
anthem, and we also formed a new group, the 
New Life Orchestra. Thanks to Peter Weber, 
Lisa Weber, Jocelyn Weber, Emily Weber, 
Austin Tatuaca, Isabella Ritchey, Max Castillo, 
Laura Strickland, Ryan Strickland, Kip Olson, 
and Jill Olson for sharing their gifts. It was 
great fun putting together 
this talented group of 
instrumentalists, and you can 
look for them to make a 
return appearance at Easter!  
 
Wow, what great seasons of 
music to start the church 
year, made possible by lots of 
talented and generous folks. I 
can’t wait for all the music 
that lies ahead as we look 
towards the seasons of Lent 
and Easter. Stay tuned, and 
see you in worship. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
 
Orange Street Cleanup: Join us for trash and litter pick up on 
Saturday, February 3 at 8:30 AM. 
 
Senior Lunch: All Seniors 55+ are welcome to join us for lunch on 
Wednesday, February 7 in the fellowship hall at 12:00 PM. Join us for 
food and fellowship as we celebrate Valentine’s Day! 
 
Souper Bowl of Caring: Help us support the Christian Helping Hands 
food pantry by bringing your shelf-stable food donations on Sunday, 
February 11. 
 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner: Join us for a meal and fellowship 
before the start of Lent on Tuesday, February 13 from 6:00-8:00 PM. 
 
Youth Fundraiser: Our students will be selling floral arrangements for 
Valentine’s Day at the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner on February 13. 
If you have empty vases at home, you can bring them to the church to 
be reused for this fundraiser.  
 
Ash Wednesday: Join us for Ash Wednesday worship with the 
imposition of ashes on February 14. We have two services at 11:00 AM 
and 7:00 PM. 
 
WELCA Lunch Out: All women of the church are welcome to join us for 
lunch on Wednesday, January 14 at 12:00 PM at El Caudillo, 3525 S. 
Main (SH 35), just south of Magnolia. 
 
Mary and Martha Bible Study: All women of the church are welcome 
to join us for a Bible study in the fellowship hall on Wednesday, 
February 21 at 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM. 
 
Midweek Lenten Worship: Join us for worship on Wednesdays during 
the season of Lent, beginning on February 21. We will gather for a 
potluck soup supper at 5:45 PM, followed by worship in the sanctuary 
at 7:00 PM. 
 
WELCA Brunch and Bunco: The Women of the ELCA are hosting a 
Brunch & Bunco event on February 25 at 12:00 PM. Please bring your 
favorite dish and if you would like to play bunco bring a $15 gift to 
reserve your spot. All women (13 years old and up) are welcome! 
Please find Cheryl Robinson or Korie Williams for any questions. 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry Gives Healing and Comfort 
 

Carol Zann was 
wrapped in healing 
and comfort thanks to 
the prayer shawl 
ministry.  

As of December 20 a 
total of 788 prayer 
shawls have been 
shared by the ministry 
of New Life. In 2023 
we shared 19 prayer 
shawls with people in 
need of care and 
support.  

We are always looking 
for more people who 
knit and crochet to 
join our team. Contact 
Julie Watkins for info. 

Quilters 

New Life Quilters sold over 20 quilts on Reformation Sunday! The rest 
were sent to Lutheran World Relief. They meet every Tuesday at 9:30 AM 
in the Fellowship Hall and all women are welcome to help make quilts 
and have fellowship with the ladies. 

Quilting is a year-round activity and once the quilts are sent to LWR, the 
work of creating more for next year begins. 
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 Thank You! From Church Council and Staff 
 
• The New Life Lutheran congregation for their continued support of 

our church. 
• The Quilter group for assisting with taking down the Christmas 

decorations. 
• The Property Team for assisting with taking down the Christmas 

decorations. 
• Rebecca M. for her leadership of our music during the Advent and 

Christmas season. 
• Our special musicians who provided music during Christmas Eve 

worship services. 
• Our New Life Orchestra for their presentation and music gifts during 

Christmas Eve worship services.  
• To all our Helping Hands in Worship volunteers: greeters, ushers, 

communion assistants, assisting ministers, altar guild, acolytes, and 
worship technology. Thank you for your dedication to our worship. 

• Nancy B. for baking our Christmas communion cookies. 
• Everyone who has donated aluminum cans for the youth recycling 

fundraiser. 
• Jennifer H. for her help with children’s worship activities and 

graphics. 
• Doug B. for fixing a broken water pipe after the freezing weather. 
• Diane T. for changing our marquee sign every week and keeping an 

eye on the property. 
• Linda S. for sending cards and reaching out to members. 
 

We appreciate you ALL so much! 

 
Financial Snapshot 

Giving in Jan 2024 (through Jan 29)           = $15,749.48 (64%) 

Giving needed per month        = $24,617.00 

Giving January—December 2023           = $270,516.00 

Expenses January—December 2023         = $262,795.00 
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Environews 
Helen Beckman 
 
Saturday, February 3 at 8:30 AM is our Orange Street Winter Litter 
Cleanup. Volunteers are needed to pick up litter on Orange Street, our 
adopt-a-spot. Refreshments and equipment are provided. Students can 
get volunteer credit for school and various organizations.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Thursday, February 8 is Garden Lecture Facebook and You Tube Live 
at 7 PM. The topic this month is “Growing Tomatoes in Brazoria 
County.”    

Saturday, February 10 is Paper Shredding Event at the Stella 
Roberts Recycle Center (SRRC) from 9 AM to 1 PM.  Paper should be 
free of staples and paper clips. Envelopes should have no plastic in the 
windows. KPB members have no charge for up to 4 boxes. Non 
members are charged $5. or .30/lb. (whichever is highest).  This event is 
now held monthly.  

I recently participated in a conversation with friends who were 
bemoaning the fact that they had to print notes to their grandchildren 
because they hadn’t learned to write cursive in school and had not 
developed a cursive signature. Well, that may be changing. California 
law now requires schools to teach cursive writing in all elementary 
schools. Studies show that handwriting boosts brain connectivity and 
may actually help with learning. Psychologists at the Norwegian 
University of Science and Technology in Trondheim put electrodes on 
the heads of student volunteers and had them either handwrite in 
cursive or type out a word that appeared on a computer screen. 
Recorded electrical brain activity showed handwriting, not typing, 
increased activity and connectivity across different areas of the brain 
which are involved in sensory and motor processing, as well as areas 
involved in memory. It seems that handwriting may be beneficial while 
learning, making notes and lists. It’s still useful for personal 
correspondence. The 
faster easier word 
processor is good for 
final drafts of essays, 
reports and formal 
correspondence, such as 
letters to your school 
board requesting that 
teaching cursive writing 
be included in 
elementary schools.  

Hoping to see you 
Saturday, February 3 for 
some exercise and 
community 
involvement.  
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Upcoming Retreats at Lutherhill 

 

Worship Lead Serve, February 16-18. Calling all 
6th-12th grade youth! Gather together with Jr. 
High and Sr. High youth from Texas, Louisiana 
and beyond for a weekend at the Hill for 
Worship. Lead. Serve. We’ll explore practical 
discipleship in daily life. What does it look like 
to follow Jesus at work and home? We’ll 
practice discipleship as we eat community 
meals, explore our faith and engage in 
meaningful conversations. We’ll also have 
plenty of time for all your favorite camp 
activities and some random improvised ones, 
too. 

 

 

Unwind, February 23-25, is a gathering for 
women of all ages to renew body and spirit. 
Gather the ladies in your life for a weekend 
away specially crafted to renew body and spirit. 
There’s something for everyone! Care for your 
body with a lazy afternoon lying in a hammock 
or an exhilarating trip down the Zip Line. Care 
for your spirit with campfire devotions or 
soulful conversations with old friends and new. 
Care for your body and spirit with a relaxing 
massage. Join us at the Hill to Unwind. 

 

 

 

Explore Retreat, March 22-24. Calling all 1st – 
6th grade youth to explore camp! Come out to 
the Hill to Explore all that camp has to offer – 
from the giant swing to slingshot, arts & crafts 
to campfire worship. This is a great opportunity 
for anyone who’d like to take a trial run at camp 
for a full weekend retreat before coming out for 
a whole week in the summer OR for the 
seasoned campers to get in a little camp fun 
before Summer. Let’s explore camp together!  

Register for all retreats at Lutherhill.org. 
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Summer Camp Options at Lutherhill 
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Meals on Wheels Update 
Barbara Flowers 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped the month of January with this 
fantastic ministry!  
 
Doug Barron, Lynn Barron, Helen Beckman, Mary Anna Vance, Lynn 
Cope, Bubba Flowers, Jennifer Washington, Tamsey Mims, Cheryl 
Robinson, and the Scott Family! A huge THANK YOU to those who 
stepped up and delivered more than one day! I really appreciate ALL of 
you! 
 
Our next delivery will be March 4-8. Check your calendar to see if you 
might be available to help. If you think this is something you might be 
interested in doing, please contact me, Barbara Flowers @ 713-817-
1012. 

 
**As always, if you know someone who might benefit from this program, 
you can call Pearland Meals on Wheels @ 281-485-5081 for information. 



13 

Christian Helping Hands Food Pantry Update 
Judy Foucheaux 

The donations to Christian Helping Hands have been very generous this month of November. With the help 
of Linda and Ronnie Stavinoha, Doug and Lynn Barron, Robin Gottleib (and sister) and a generous 
donation from Bob Leach, we have given over 1000 lbs. of food stuff, turkeys, etc. to CHH. The donations to 
the church grocery basket have been very big too. CHH is giving food to over 40 families a day, 5 days a 
week. A lot of families had a nice Thanksgiving dinner with the help of your donations. Thank you very 
much. 

Youth Bake Sale on Christmas Eve 

 

Our students gathered on December 22 to prepare cookies for their 
fundraiser on Christmas Eve. Thanks to the church for supporting 
everyone who will go to camps and the youth gathering this summer. 
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New Life Lutheran Church 

3521 E Orange St. 

Pearland, TX 77581 

Phone: (281) 485-1818 

Website: NewLifeLutheran.com 

Facebook: Facebook.com/NewLifePearland 

 

Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Clayton Faulkner 
(pastor@newlifelutheran.com) 

 

Director of Worship and Music: Rebecca McDonald 

(music@newlifelutheran.com) 

 

Church Council 

President: Bryan Bradford 

Vice President: Korie Williams 

Secretary: Tamsey Mims 

Treasurer: Julie Watkins 

At Large: Evelyn Baldauf, Lisa Hitchcock-Weber, Elna Ritter, 
Cheryl Robinson 
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Donations Needed at New Life 

Air Filters: 20x18x1 (1) and 20x20x1 (10 every other month). 

Light Bulbs: T-12 and T-8 LED/Fluorescent Tubes (Daylight) 

2’x2’ Ceiling Tiles 

Bottled water  (any size) 

Coffee (regular and decaf) 

Individual creamers (Hazelnut and French vanilla) 

8 pack of Powdered Creamer or Sugar 

Sweeteners (Equal, Sweet-N-Low, Stevia or Sugar) 

Z-fold paper towels  

2 ply toilet paper (Charmin ultra plus) 

Lawn maintenance ($560/month) 

Altar flowers ($45/Sunday - sign up in the Narthex) 

If you shop at Randalls, use their “Good Neighbor” Program 
Rewards to benefit New Life: Number 4748 

If you shop at Kroger, use their Community Awards Program to 
benefit New Life: TX769 



16 

F
e

b
ru

a
ry

 2
0

2
4

 


