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NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pearland, TX
Worship at 10:30 AM
Second Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion
April 7, 2024

Our mission is to raise disciples planted in God’s love,
growing in faithfulness, and nourishing the world.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GATHERING SONG Those Who Trust
Those who trust in the Lord

Are a strong mountain

They will not, not be moved (repeat)

Chorus

Though the world moves like mad
You, O Lord, are faithful

Jesus you, you will not

Not be changed

Those who trust in the Lord
Are as Mount Zion
They will not, not be moved (repeat)

Repeat Chorus

Christ the King sets my feet
On a firm foundation
They will not, not be moved (repeat)

Repeat Chorus

Don Chaffer
© 1999 Hey Ruth Inc (Admin. by CURB | Word Music Publishing)

EASTER GREETING
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen!
All: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

WELCOME - Pastor Clayton Faulkner



GATHERING SONG Gifted Response
This is a gifted response

Father, we cannot come to You

By our own merit

We will come in the name of Your Son

As He glorifies You

And in the power of Your Spirit

We have come to something so mysterious
Too deep for minds to comprehend
Through the open door

Where the angels sing

And the host of heaven are antheming

Chorus

And we'll sing the glory of Your name
Celebrate the glories of Your grace

We will worship You, we will worship You
And we'll make Your praise so glorious
Singing songs of everlasting praise

We will worship You, we will worship You

Repeat All
Repeat Chorus

Matt Redman
© 2004 Thankyou Music



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P:

All:

P:

All:

All:

All:

All:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, the wellspring of grace,
our Easter and our joy.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what
God has done for us. We give you thanks, O God, for in the
beginning your voice thundered over the deep and water became
the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea into
freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your
boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed
with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and
resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts,
giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our
source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever.

Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



OPENING SONG Open The Eyes of My Heart
Chorus

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord

Open the eyes of my heart

I want to see You

I want to see You

Repeat Chorus

To see You high and lifted up
Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy holy holy
Repeat all

High and lifted up

Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy holy holy

Holy holy holy, holy holy holy
Holy holy holy, I want to see You

Paul Baloche

© 1997 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music)

PRAYER - Pastor Clayton Faulkner

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35

A: 32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart
and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any
possessions, but everything they owned was held in common.
33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them
all. 3*There was not a needy person among them, for as many
owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of
what was sold. **They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was

distributed to each as any had need.

A: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 133 Please read responsively.

A:

All:

A:

All:

'How good and how pleasant it is, when kindred live together in
unity!

21t is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the
beard, upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the
collar of his robe.

31t is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the LorD has commanded the blessing: life
forevermore.

SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1--2:2

A:

All:

lWe declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at
and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life
was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to
you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to
us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you
also may have communion with us; and truly our communion is
with the Father and with Jesus Christ, the Son. *We are writing
these things so that our joy may be complete.

°This is the message we have heard from Jesus Christ and
proclaim to you, that God is light and in God there is no darkness
at all. °If we say that we have communion with God while we are
walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; “but if we
walk in the light as God is in the light, we have communion with
one another, and the blood of Jesus, God’s Son, cleanses us from
all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. °If we confess our sins, God who is faithful
and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 1°If we say that we have not sinned, we make
God a liar, and God’s word is not in us. %My little children, I am
writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous, ?who is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for
ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
Open the eyes of my heart

I want to see You

I want to see You

GOSPEL READING: John 20:19-31

P:
All:

P:

All:

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked
for fear of the Judeans, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” 2°After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. ?!Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.” *But Thomas (who was called
the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. %°So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in
his side, I will not believe.” 26A week later his disciples were again
in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” ?’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt
but believe.” 22Thomas said to Jesus, “*My Lord and my God!”
29]Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe.” 3°Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the
disciples, which are not written in this book. 3'but these are
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in
his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON - Pastor Clayton Faulkner

SONG OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art
Thou my best thought by day or by night
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light

Be Thou my wisdom and Thou my true word

I ever with Thee and Thou with me Lord

Thou my soul’s shelter and Thou my high tower
Raise Thou me heavenward, O power of my power

Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise
Thou my inheritance now and always

Thou and Thou only, first in my heart

High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art

O Lord be my vision, O Lord be my light
Shine down Your light of heaven
Breaking through my darkest night (Repeat)

High King of heaven, my victory won

May I reach heaven’s joys, bright heaven’s sun
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall

Still be my vision, O ruler of all

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall

Still be my vision, O ruler of all

Traditional Irish hymn & melody, arr. John Wasson
© 2006 PraiseCharts



NICENE CREED

P: Joining with saints, apostles, and martyrs, let us confess our faith
using the words of the Nicene Creed.

All: We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A:

All:

All:

All:

All:

All:

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let
us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good
news.

A brief silence.

Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to
the disciples, draw near to us this day. Breathe on us your Holy
Spirit, that our faith is renewed and we witness to your love. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees,
crops, wildflowers, and all growing things. Guide farmers,
gardeners, arborists, and others who tend the soil and nurture
plants into life. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police,
firefighters, paramedics, and other first responders to work for the
well-being of communities and the dignity of every person, that
none may need to live in fear. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people
crying out for justice, for an end to racism and other oppression,
and for a world where all are fed and safe. We pray for all who cry
out in suffering or pain. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors,
deacons, musicians, and other staff, administrators, and
volunteers who facilitated Holy Week and Easter worship. Open
our hearts to discern where God calls each of us to serve. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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A: Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of those who now rest in
you, especially those whose lives have been given in faithfulness
to the gospel. Grant us your peace amid our fears. God of grace,

All: hear our prayer.

P: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our
resurrected and living Lord.

All: Amen.

PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

The ministry of New Life Lutheran Church is made possible through the tithes, gifts, and
offerings of the people. We encourage you to give as an act of worship today. You can offer a
gift by texting to 833-469-0186, adding a dollar amount to the message box, and send. A link
will appear for a one time set up. Once it is set up, it takes seconds to give again. You can
also give through our website by scanning the QR code on the pew.

OFFERTORY - Houseband

OFFERING PRAYER

A: Let us pray. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May
the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us
to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true
vine.

All: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
All: Itis right to give God thanks and praise.
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All:

P:

All:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God'’s table.
Amen. Thanks be to God.

SHARING THE MEAL

Everyone is welcome to receive Jesus in bread and wine. This is Jesus' table and he welcomes all.
Pre-filled communion packets are available in the Narthex if you would prefer to receive
communion that way. Everyone else is invited to come down the center aisle maintaining two
continuous lines. You will receive a piece of bread with the words, "The body of Christ given for
you," and you can respond with, "Amen." Remain on the side of the section of pews you are
sitting in. You will receive an individual cup of either wine (red) or grape juice (clear) with the
words, "The blood of Christ shed for you," and you can respond with, "Amen." There is a basket
available for your empty cup. You will then return to your pew from the side aisle.
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COMMUNION SONG All Creatures Of Our God And King
All creatures of our God and King

Lift up your voice and with us sing

O praise Him, alleluia

Thou burning sun with golden beam

Thou silver moon with softer gleam

O praise Him, O praise Him

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

Thou rushing wind that art so strong
Ye clouds that sail in Heav'n along

O praise Him, alleluia

Thou rising moon in praise rejoice
Ye lights of evening find a voice

O praise Him, O praise Him

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

Let all things their Creator bless

And worship Him in humbleness

O praise Him, alleluia

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son
And praise the Spirit three in One

O praise Him, O praise Him

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

O alleluia, alleluia
O alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

Brent Milligan | David Crowder | St. Francis of Assisi | William Henry Draper
© Words: Public Domain; Music: 2002 sixsteps Music, worshiptogether.com songs, Moon & Musky Music

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

P: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you,
strengthen you, and keep you in God’s grace.

All: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before
us and nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this
banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy
of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.

All: Amen.

13



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS - Pastor Clayton Faulkner

BLESSING
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
All: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

P: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the
Spirit of Easter hope + bless you now and always.
All: Amen.

SENDING SONG Slumber

Days they force you back under those covers

Lazy mornings they multiply

Glory's waiting outside your window

Wake on up from your slumber and open up your eyes

Tongues are violent, personal and focused

Tough to be with your steady mind

Hearts are stronger after broken

So wake on up from your slumber and open up your eyes

Chorus

All these victims stand in line for

Crumbs that fall from the table, just enough to get by
All the while your invitation

Wake on up from your slumber and open up your eyes
Wake on up from your slumber and open up your eyes

Take from vandals all you want now

Please don't trade it in for life

Replace your feeble with the fable

Wake on up from your slumber and open up your eyes

Repeat Chorus 2x

Wake on up from your slumber and open up your... eyes

Bear Rinehart | Bo Rinehart
© 2011 NeedToBreathe Music, KMR Music Royalties II SCSp

14



DISMISSAL

A:
All:

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Song lyric permission CCLI #3220202 and One License A-740956. Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. © 2022 Augsburg Fortress.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Today is the Second Sunday of Easter: April 7

Traditional Worship: 8:00 AM
Easter Brunch: 9:15 AM
Contemporary Worship: 10:30 AM

Sunday School for Everyone: We have room for everyone, and you are welcome.

Class options at 9:15 AM include:

eElementary Class (Kindergarten through 6th grade) - downstairs Fellowship Hall
classrooms

eConfirmation Class (7th through 8th grade and parents) - conference room in office
building

eHigh School Class (9th through 12th grade) - library in office building

eAdult Class - Fellowship Hall

Introducing Godly Play: New Life will begin to offer Godly Play for children during Sunday
School beginning in August. To help us prepare for this new curriculum, we are seeking
donations for some of the items needed for the lessons. A list of items can be found in
the narthex.

Time for a New Photo Directory: We are getting a new directory and it will not be complete
without your picture! Schedule your professional photography session when you stop by
the sign-up table at church or go online at www.ucdir.com. Appointments fill up quickly,
so schedule as soon as possible to secure your preferred date and time.

WELCA Lunch Out: All women of the church are welcome to join us for lunch at noon on
Wednesday, April 10 at Portara Fresh Mediterranean (2740 Broadway St.).

Mary and Martha Bible Study: All women of the church are welcome to join us for a Bible
study in the fellowship hall on Wednesday, April 17 at 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM.

New Life’s 20™ Anniversary: In 2025, New Life will celebrate 20 years as a church! We are
putting a team together to organize the celebration. If you’d like to be a part of the
team, let Pastor Clayton know (pastor@newlifelutheran.com).

Today’s Worship Leaders (10:30 AM)

Assisting Minister Aimee Castillo

Communion Assistants Tamsey Mims

Ushers Jenaro Castillo, Max Castillo
Acolyte Max Castillo

Technology Eliza Wishart

Altar flowers are given by Pastor Clayton in honor of
Rebecca McDonald’s one year anniversary of serving at New Life.




