The birds of the air make nests in its shade.
Mark 4:32

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pearland, TX
Worship at 8:00 AM
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion, ELW Setting 10
June 16, 2024

Our mission is to raise disciples planted in God'’s love,
growing in faithfulness, and nourishing the world.






GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

WELCOME - Pastor Clayton Faulkner

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P:
All:

P:

All:

All:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God
of mercy.
Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words
of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By
Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, *F the
bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast (ELW 516)
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1 Al-might-y God, your word is cast like seed 1in - to the ground;
2 Let not the sly sa -tan-ic foe this ho - ly seed re - move,
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit- ful cares the ris - ing plant de - stroy,
4 So when the pre-cious seed i1s sown, life - giv - ing grace be - stow,
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now let the dew of heav’'n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev - ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
that all whose souls the truth re - ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.

Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Music: ST. FLAVIAN, J. Day, Psalter, 1562

GREETING

P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.

All:  And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn  prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on wus, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We

Pour

Re - new us

come to hear your

liv - ing word;

it

saves us from de - spair.

out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate

n

us

new hearts!



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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I Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all

cre - a - tion, Fa - ther

of

sur - pass - ing worth:

P:

All:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a- bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on ecarth our songs we raise.

in your prom-ise firm we stand.
God on high!

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;

For to

the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24

A:  22Thus says the Lord Gob: | myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will
set it out. | will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; | myself will
plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 20n the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in
order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it
every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of
every kind. 2*All the trees of the field shall know that I am the LorbD. I bring low the high
tree, | make high the low tree; | dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I
the LORD have spoken; | will accomplish it.

A:  The word of the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God.

PSALM 92:1-4, 12-15 Please read responsively.

A: ltisagood thing to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praise to your name, O Most High;

All:  2to herald your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night;

A:  3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, and to the melody of the harp.

All:  “For you have made me glad by your acts, O LoRrD; and | shout for joy because of
the works of your hands.

A:  2The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, and shall spread abroad like a cedar of
Lebanon.

All:  Those who are planted in the house of the LorD shall flourish in the courts of our
God;

A:  Ythey shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be green and succulent;

All:  that they may show how upright the LORD is, my rock, in whom there is no

injustice.



SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17

A:

A:
All:

®So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body
we are away from the Lord—'for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have
confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. °So
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please the Lord. °For all of us
must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for
what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. **For the love of Christ urges us
on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. **And he
died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for the one
who died and was raised for them. **From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a
human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we
know him no longer in that way. *’So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL READING: Mark 4:26-34

P:

All:

P:

P:

All:

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

?6Jesus said, “The dominion of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the

ground, 2’and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow,
the sower does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head,
then the full grain in the head. 2°But when the grain is ripe, at once the sower goes in with
a sickle, because the harvest has come.” *Jesus also said, “With what can we compare
the dominion of God, or what parable will we use for it? 3t is like a mustard seed,
which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it
Is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches,
so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 3*With many such parables Jesus
spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; **he did not speak to them except in
parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON - Pastor Clayton Faulkner



HYMN OF THE DAY For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679)
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will 18 done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it, thanks be to God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give  our neigh-bor, God’s will 18 done.
For the good we all in-her - it,  thanks be to  God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-found us,

0
y ] ] 1 L
t— M | : D )
{GIEE F— = . =
fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in  the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: AR HYD 'Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.




APOSTLES’ CREED

P:

All:

Joining together let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried,;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A:

All:

All:

All:

We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our world.
A brief silence.

Nourish your faithful people through gifts of word and worship. Guide the church in
listening to and interpreting your message of grace for this time and place in history. In
your wisdom, lead us in expanding the reach of your love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Nature sings your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night. Sustain the holy
rhythms of creation: days and seasons, hibernation and activity, phases of the moon and
tides of the sea. Let these patterns assure us of your constancy. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You raise the lowly and humble those in high regard. Raise up all who are victims of
marginalization, discrimination, and hate. As we anticipate Juneteenth, banish racism and
bigotry from the hearts of your people and remove the inclination toward anger and
violence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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A:  Tend to all who journey by faith and who wait with patience for the fulfillment of your
healing promises. Grant perseverance to people doing physical and occupational therapy,
people living with mobility concerns, and people facing chronic pain. Merciful God,

All:  receive our prayer.

A:  Asyou have loved us, so let us love one another. Empower fathers, stepfathers,
grandfathers, adoptive fathers, and chosen fathers to embody this gift of love for their
children. Where these relationships are strained or broken, bring your comfort and peace.
Merciful God,

All:  receive our prayer.

A:  God of community, today we lift up our faithful partners, Lutherhill Ministries. We
celebrate all the ways that camp brings Christ to life in loud, action-packed adventures
and quiet, awe-inspiring moments. We give thanks for their partnership in faith
formation, investing in the lives of children, youth, and adults. We ask for your blessing
as a summer of camp begins. Bless all campers and staff, at the hill, at the beach, and in
local congregations for day camp. Merciful God,

All:  receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A:  With gratitude, we remember the Emanuel Nine and all the saints who are now at home
with you. Plant seeds of their wisdom and witness in our hearts, that we grow in faith
until we join them in your heavenly dwelling. Merciful God,

All:  receive our prayer.

P: Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the Spirit
and the love of Jesus Christ.

All:  Amen.

PEACE

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.

All:  And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING

The ministry of New Life Lutheran Church is made possible through the tithes, gifts, and
offerings of the people. We encourage you to give as an act of worship today. You can
offer a gift by texting to 281.864.3278, adding a dollar amount to the message box, and
send. A link will appear for a one time set up. Once it is set up, it takes seconds to give
again. You can also give through our website by scanning the QR code on the pew.
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OFFERTORY - Rebecca McDonald

OFFERING PRAYER

A:  Letus pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us
to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this
meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.

All:  Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P.  The Lord be with you.
All:  And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
All:  We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
All: Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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san -na in the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.
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P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!
All:  Amen. Thanks be to God.

SHARING THE MEAL
Everyone is welcome to receive Jesus in bread and wine. This is Jesus' table, and he welcomes all. Pre-
filled communion packets are available in the Narthex if you would prefer to receive communion that
way. Everyone else is invited to come down the center aisle maintaining two continuous lines. You will
receive a piece of bread with the words, "The body of Christ given for you,” and you can respond with,
"Amen." Remain on the side of the section of pews you are sitting in. You will receive an individual cup
of either wine (red) or grape juice (clear) with the words, "The blood of Christ shed for you,” and you
can respond with, "Amen." There is a basket available for your empty cup. You will then return to your
pew from the side aisle.

LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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COMMUNION HYMN

As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465)

Refrain
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As the grains of wheat once scat-tered on the hill were
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1 As this cup of bless-ing is shared with-in  our midst,
2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that 18 to come when
Refrain
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may we  share the pres - ence of your love.
all  cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

P: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
keep you in God’s grace.
All:  Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

bless you, strengthen you, and

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could

A:
ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with
your own life. In your name we pray.

All:  Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS - Pastor Clayton Faulkner
VIDEO - “Sacred Spaces”

BLESSING

P.  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, - be upon you
now and forever.
All:  Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing (ELW 547)
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I Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess - ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv-ing,
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the peo - ple of God from this dwell-ing take leave.

the tasks of our ev - ry - day life we will face—
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The sup - per is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev - er car - ing,
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the  fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s chil - dren, the whole hu - man  race.
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The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, re - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed wus, with  your light now
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
lead ws; u - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall u -  nite us
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your  king - dom and an - swer your  call.
give hon - or to Christ and his name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.

DISMISSAL

A:  Goin peace. You are the body of Christ.

All:
POSTLUDE

Thanks be to God.

Copyright permission: CCLI #3220202 and One License A-740956. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Today is the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost: June 16
Traditional Worship: 8:00 AM
Bible Study with Pastor Clayton: 9:15 AM
Contemporary Worship: 10:30 AM

Mary and Martha Bible Study: All women of the church are welcome to join us for a Bible study in
the fellowship hall on Wednesday, June 19 at 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM.

Meals on Wheels: New Life will help deliver meals to our community the week of June 24-28.
Contact Barbara Flowers to sign up.

Introducing Godly Play: New Life will begin to offer Godly Play for children during Sunday School
beginning in August. To help us prepare for this new curriculum, we are seeking donations for some
of the items needed for the lessons. Please look in the narthex for a donation list.

Today’s Worship Leaders (8:00 AM)

Assisting Minister Cheryl Robinson
Communion Assistant Robin Gottleib
Usher Vince Gottleib
Technology John Gestl

Altar flowers are given by Hap and Bobbi Cummings
in celebration of their 51° wedding anniversary.
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