
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Pearland, TX 

Worship at 9:30 AM 

First Sunday of Advent 

Holy Communion 

December 1, 2024 

 

Our mission is to raise disciples planted in God’s love, 

 growing in faithfulness, and nourishing the world.  
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME – Pastor Bonnie Parker 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving 

soon. 

All: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: God of mercy, 

All: we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human authority 

alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 

 

P: God of might, 

All: we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our neighbors. We have 

trusted false promises. 

 

P: God in our midst, 

All: we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy to birth in 

us. 

 

P: A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have 

forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and 

forgiveness of God through ☩ Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. 

All: Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN       People, Look East (ELW 248)  

 
 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

          Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: HOPE 
The assisting minister or other member of the congregation lights one candle on the Advent wreath, 

while the following blessing is spoken. 

 

P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all nations to walk in 

your light and to seek your ways of justice and peace, for the night is past, and the dawn 

of your coming is near. Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath. Rouse us from 

sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes and welcome him into our 

hearts and homes, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert 

us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

  

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16 

A: 14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a 

righteous Branch to spring up for David, who shall execute justice and righteousness in 

the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is 

the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 
  

A: The word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 25:1-10   Please read responsively. 

A: 1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

All: 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies  

triumph over me. 

  

A: 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are  

treacherous. 

All: 4Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths. 

  

A: 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I  

trusted all the day long. 

All: 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 

  

A: 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to  

your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

All: 8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 

 

A: 9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 

All: 10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who keep your  

covenant and your testimonies.  
  

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

A: 9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our 

God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to 

face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 11 Now may that very God, our Father, 

and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord make you increase and 

abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13 And may 

the Lord so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God 

and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

   

A: The word of the Lord.  

All: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 21:25-36 

P: The holy gospel according to Luke. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

P: [Jesus said:] 25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 

distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will 

faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 

heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son-of-Man coming in a cloud’ with 

power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise 

your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 29 Then Jesus told them a parable: 

“Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for 

yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that the dominion of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away. 34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not 

weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day 

does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the 

face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 

escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son-of-Man.” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON – Pastor Bonnie Parker 

 

SERMON – Pastor Bonnie Parker 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (ELW 254)  
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NICENE CREED  

P: Joining together let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

All: We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long 

for God’s presence. 
  

A brief silence. 
  

A: God of righteousness, your people live in hopeful expectation of your coming. Fill your 

church with renewed passion for our shared mission, and deepen our relationships with 

other Christians and other faith traditions in our local community and across the world. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

All: receive our prayer. 

 

A: God of the cosmos, all creation shows that your presence is near. Help us sense your 

goodness and love in the sun and moon, in sprouting leaves and bare branches, in the 

roaring sea and quiet breeze. Lord, in your mercy, 

All: receive our prayer. 

 

A: God of the nations, your reign extends over all principalities and powers. Give leaders 

and all in authority hearts for justice and peace. Encourage efforts to enact policies that 

benefit the common good. Lord, in your mercy, 

All: receive our prayer. 

 

A: God of change, you accompany us through life’s transitions. Be near to all who are 

changing jobs, moving, welcoming children, or facing the loss of loved ones. Sustain 

those who are ill or suffering. In times of change, remind us of your steadfast love. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

All: receive our prayer. 

 

A: God of community, your Spirit holds us together. Sustain our care for one another. 

Inspire us to seek new ways to live together and to embrace the diversity of thought and 

identity in our communities. Lord, in your mercy, 

All: receive our prayer. 
  

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
  

A: God of memory, we give you thanks for faithful ones who have died. Tend to our grief 

and sorrow with renewed trust in your promise of abundant and eternal life. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

All: receive our prayer. 

 

P: Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the 

name of Jesus Christ. 

All: Amen. 
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PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All: And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING 

The ministry of New Life Lutheran Church is made possible through the tithes, gifts, and 

offerings of the people. We encourage you to give as an act of worship today. You can 

offer a gift by texting to 281.864.3278, adding a dollar amount to the message box, and 

send. A link will appear for a one time set up. Once it is set up, it takes seconds to give 

again. You can also give through our website by scanning the QR code on the pew. 

 

OFFERTORY – Rebecca McDonald 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you 

draw near to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with 

this food that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

  

P: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

 be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

 our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

 temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

 the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

  

P:  God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table. 

All: Amen. Thanks be to God. 

  

SHARING THE MEAL 
 Everyone is welcome to receive Jesus in bread and wine. This is Jesus' table, and he welcomes all. Pre-

 filled communion packets are available in the Narthex if you would prefer to receive communion that 

 way. Everyone else is invited to come down the center aisle maintaining two continuous lines. You will 

 receive a piece of bread with the words, "The body of Christ given for you," and you can respond with, 

 "Amen." Remain on the side of the section of pews you are sitting in. You will receive an individual cup 

 of either wine (red) or grape juice (clear) with the words, "The blood of Christ shed for you," and you 

 can respond with, "Amen." There is a basket available for your empty cup. You will then return to your 

 pew from the side aisle.  

 

COMMUNION HYMN           O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257 vs. 1-4) 
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you, strengthen you, and 

keep you in God’s grace. 

All: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. 

We thank you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for 

showering us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with 

us as we feed the hungry in your name. 

All: Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – Rebecca McDonald 

 

BLESSING 

P: God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope for the 

journey, ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 

All: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN        Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (ELW 244) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

A:  Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmauel. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
  

POSTLUDE 
Copyright permission: CCLI #3220202 and One License A-740956. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Today is the First Sunday of Advent:  December 1 

Worship: 9:30 AM  

Sunday School: 10:30 AM 

 

Sunday School for Everyone: Sunday School is at 10:30 AM. We have room for everyone, and you 

are welcome. Class options include: 

      •Godly Play Class (Kindergarten through 6th grade) – downstairs Fellowship Hall classrooms 

      •Confirmation Class (7th through 8th grade and parents) – conference room in office building 

      •High School Class (9th through 12th grade) – library in office building 

      •Adult Sunday School – Video Class (Fellowship Hall with Nolan and Donna Patschke and  

Merideth Oliver) 

   

Toy Drive: This year for Christmas, New Life Lutheran is spreading holiday cheer by participating 

in BEARing Gifts. You may drop off new, UNWRAPPED gifts in the narthex until December 8th. 

Please see the flyer in the narthex or in your email for details and gift suggestions. If you have any 

questions, please see Aimee Castillo. Thank you! 

 

Food Drive: Throughout November and December, we will be collecting canned goods for Christian 

Helping Hands Food Pantry. Your donations will help ensure our community has food for the 

holiday season. Thank you for your support! 

 

Seafarer Christmas Box Donations: We are collecting items for Christmas boxes for the Seafarer’s 

Center at the Port of Houston. A list of needed items can be found in the narthex. The seniors will be 

packing these boxes during the Senior Lunch on December 4 at noon. 

 

Children’s Christmas Party: Bring all the children you know and get in the holiday spirit on 

Saturday December 14th from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. There may even be a special jolly guest! 

 

Intergenerational Christmas Pageant: Please join us in worship at 9:30 AM on December 15th for 

an intergenerational Christmas pageant. Everyone will be able to participate in telling the story of 

Jesus’ birth. Please contact Aimee Castillo with any questions, and we hope to see you there! 

 

WELCA Christmas Party: Women of the church are invited to a potluck on Sunday December 

15th from 11:00 to 2:00. Please bring your favorite dish, a gift for the gift exchange, and a canned or 

monetary offering for Christian Helping Hands.  

  

Christmas Caroling: On Saturday December 21st at 2:00 PM we will sing carols at Trinity Oaks 

Assisted Living Center at 3033 Pearland Parkway. Feel free to bring some cookies to share. The 

residents are always so grateful for our presence – please join us! Contact Rebecca with any 

questions. music@newlifelutheran.com 

Today’s Worship Leaders (9:30 AM)      

Assisting Minister   Helen Beckman  

Communion Assistants   Nancy Bryars, Linda Hudgens 

Usher      

Technology     

 

Altar flowers are given by Cheryl Robinson 


