Then he told

this parable...
Luke 13:6

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pearland, TX
Worship at 9:30 AM
Third Sunday in Lent

Holy Communion

March 23, 2025

Our mission is to raise disciples planted in God’s love,
growing in faithfulness and nourishing the world.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GATHERING SONG The Heart of Worship
When the music fades, All is stripped away

And I simply come, Longing just to bring

Something that's of worth, That will bless Your heart

Chorus 1'll bring You more than a song

For a song in itself is not what You have required

You search much deeper within, Through the way things appear
You're looking into my heart.

Chorus Tag

I'm coming back to the heart of worship

And it's all about You, it's all about You, Jesus
I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it
When it's all about You, it's all about You, Jesus

King of endless worth, No one could express
How much you deserve. Though I'm weak and poor
All T have is Yours, Every single breath.

Chorus 1'll bring You more than a song

For a song in itself is not what You have required
You search much deeper within

Through the way things appear

You're looking into my heart.

Chorus Tag I'm coming back to the heart of worship
And it's all about You, it's all about You, Jesus

I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it

When it's all about You, it's all about You, Jesus

I'm coming back to the heart of worship

And it's all about You, it's all about You, Jesus
I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it

When it's all about You, it's all about You, Jesus
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WELCOME - Pastor Kim Little Brooks

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.
All: Amen.

P: Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s
abiding love.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Compassionate One,

All: You are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
but our lives do not always reflect you and your love for the
world. We do not show others the tender compassion

you have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the
genuine hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress others,
even though you have set us free again and again.

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.

Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross.
Amen.

P: Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide
to welcome the wandering ones home. In + Christ your sins are
forgiven. You have a place in God’s house forever.

All: Amen.



OPENING SONG How Great Is Our God

1 The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty

Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice

He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide
And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice.

Chorus

How great is our God

Sing with me, How great is our God
And all will see how great,

How great is our God

2 Age to age He stands, and time is in His hands
Beginning and the End, beginning and the End
The Godhead three in one, Father Spirit Son

The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb.

Repeat Chorus

3 Name above all names, worthy of all praise
My heart will sing, how great is our God
Name above all names, worthy of all praise
My heart will sing, how great is our God

Repeat Chorus

Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash | Jesse Reeves
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our
troubled world through the life, death, and resurrection of your Son.
Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love to
fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

All: Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-9
A: 1Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;

and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.

2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,

and your labor for that which does not satisfy?

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,

and delight yourselves in rich food.

3Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.

I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love
for David. “See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and
commander for the peoples. °See, you shall call nations that you do
not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you,

because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,

for the LORD has glorified you.

6Seek the LORD while the LORD may be found, call upon God while
God is near; 7 let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the LORD, who will have mercy on them,
and to our God, who will abundantly pardon.
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
°For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

A: Word of God, Word of Life.
All: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 63:1-8 Please read responsively.

A: 10O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you;
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and
weary land where there is no water.,
All: °Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that I might behold your power and your glory.



A:

All:

All:

A:

All:

*For your steadfast love is better than life itself;
my lips shall give you praise.

“So will I bless you as long as I live
and lift up my hands in your name.

> My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods,
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
*when I remember you upon my bed,
and meditate on you in the night watches.

’For you have been my helper,

and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.
®My whole being clings to you;

your right hand holds me fast.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

A:

All:

' | do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors
were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, ?and all were
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same
spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from
the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. ® Nevertheless,
God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the
wilderness.

® Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire
evil as they did. “ Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is
written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.”

8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-
three thousand fell in a single day. ®We must not put Christ to the test, as
some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. ' And do not complain
as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. " These things
happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to
instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 2 So if you think you
are standing, watch out that you do not fall. '* No testing has overtaken you
that is not common to everyone. God is faithful and will not let you be tested
beyond your strength, but with the testing God will also provide the way out
so that you may be able to endure it.

Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

How great is our God

Sing with me, How great is our God
And all will see how great,

How great is our God!

GOSPEL READING: Luke 13:1-9
P: The holy Gospel according to Luke.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: !Atthat very time there were some present who told Jesus about the
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus asked
them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were
worse sinners than all other Galileans? *No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you
will all perish as they did. # Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of
Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the
others living in Jerusalem? ®>No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish
just as they did.”

6Then Jesus told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard;
and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. ” So he said to the gardener,
‘See here! For three years | have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still |
find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8 The gardener replied,
‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until | dig around it and put manure on it. °If it
bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON - Pastor Kim Little Brooks



SONG OF THE DAY Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)

1 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me.

I once was lost but now I'm found

Was blind but now I see.

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved.

How precious did that grace appear

The hour I first believed.

Chorus

My chains are gone, I've been set free
My God, my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love, amazing grace.

3 The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures

He will my shield and portion be

As long as life endures.

Repeat Chorus 2x

4 The earth shall soon dissolve like snow
The sun forbear to shine

But God who called me here below

Will be forever mine

Will be forever mine

You are forever mine

Chris Tomlin | John Newton | Louie Giglio
© 2006 Rising Springs Music, Vamos Publishing, worshiptogether.com songs
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)



APOSTLES’ CREED

P:

All:

Joining together, let us confess our faith using the words of the
Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A:

All:

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the
world, and all those in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church, called to be a witness to all peoples. Grant
humility and wisdom to bishops, pastors, deacons, elders,
councils, and congregations, that they may call upon you in
making decisions. God, in your mercy

receive our prayer.



All:

All:

All:

All:

All:

All:

We pray for the earth, called to provide abundantly. Teach your
people the goodness of your generosity, that in sharing what we
have been given, all life may flourish on the planet that is our
shared home. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the nations, called to protect their inhabitants and
collaborate in the work of justice and peace. Forge bonds of
compassion and mutual care across human borders and
boundaries, that all the world may have enough to live. God, in
your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We pray for those in need, called to receive your compassion
(especially). Comfort those whose lives have been disrupted
through natural disasters and human conflict (especially). Aid
communities in coming together to mourn, heal, and rebuild. God,
in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We pray for this assembly, called to welcome its neighbors to the
table of your grace. Bless food pantries, community gardens and
kitchens, clean water projects, and all ministries that address
human hunger and thirst. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the faithful lives of those who proclaimed your
gospel in times of challenge and strife, and for all those whose
lives of love and service have ended (especially). May their withess
inspire our own. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in

your love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
Amen.
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PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING

The ministry of New Life Lutheran Church is made possible through
the tithes, gifts, and offerings of the people. We encourage you to
give as an act of worship today. You can offer a gift by texting to
281.864.3278, adding a dollar amount to the message box, and
send. A link will appear for a one time set up. Once it is set up, it
takes seconds to give again. You can also give through our website
by scanning the QR code on the pew.

OFFERTORY - Travis Lairson

OFF
A:

All:

ERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with
words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we
receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P:
All:

P:
All:

P:
All:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: All who are hungry, come!
The feast of grace is spread.

All: Amen. Thanks be to God.

SHARING THE MEAL
Everyone is welcome to receive Jesus in bread and wine. This is Jesus' table and
he welcomes all. Pre-filled communion packets are available in the Narthex if you
would prefer to receive communion that way. Everyone else is invited to come
down the center aisle maintaining two continuous lines. You will receive a piece
of bread with the words, "The body of Christ given for you," and you can respond
with, "Amen." Remain on the side of the section of pews you are sitting in. You
will receive an individual cup of either wine (red) or grape juice (clear) with the
words, "The blood of Christ shed for you," and you can respond with, "Amen."
There is a basket available for your empty cup. Then return to your pew down
the side aisle.
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COMMUNION SONG Amazing Love (You Are My King)

Verse

I'm forgiven because You were forsaken
I'm accepted, You were condemned

I am alive and well, Your spirit is within me
Because You died and rose again

Repeat Verse

Chorus

Amazing love, how can it be

That You, my King would die for me?
Amazing love, I know it’s true

It's my joy to honor You

In all I do, I honor You

Repeat Verse 1x, Repeat Chorus 2x

Tag: You are my King
You are my King
Jesus, You are my King
Jesus, You are my King

Repeat Chorus +

In all I do, I honor You
Billy Foote © 1996 worshiptogether.com songs

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

P:  Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless
you, strengthen you, and keep you in God’s grace.

All: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray. Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread
of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be
hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

All: Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
P: God our tender parent,

God the crucified one,

God the reconciling Spirit + bless you now and forever.
All: Amen.

SENDING SONG Humble Thyself / Awesome God

Humble Thyself in the sight of the Lord

(Humble Thyself in the sight of the Lord)
Humble Thyself in the sight of the Lord

(Humble Thyself in the sight of the Lord)
And He (And He) shall lift (shall lift) you up, Higher and Higher
And He (And He) shall lift (shall lift) you up, Up into Heaven
And He (And He) shall lift (shall lift) you up.

Humble Thyself in the sight of the Lord

(Humble Thyself in the sight of the Lord)
Humble Thyself in the sight of the Lord

(Humble Thyself in the sight of the Lord)
And He (And He) shall lift (shall lift) you up, Higher and Higher
And He (And He) shall lift (shall lift) you up, Up into Heaven
And He (And He) shall lift (shall lift) you up

Our God is an awesome God, He reigns from heaven above with
wisdom, power, and love Our God is an awesome God.

Our God is an awesome God, He reigns from heaven above with
wisdom, power, and love

Our God is an awesome God (last line repeat 2x)

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
All: Thanks be to God.

Copyright permission: CCLI #3220202 and One License A-740956. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Today is the Third Sunday in Lent: March 23, 2025
Worship: 9:30 AM
Sunday School: 10:30 AM

Sunday School for Everyone: Sunday School is at 10:30 AM. We have room for
everyone, and you are welcome. Class options include: *Godly Play Class (Kindergarten
through 6th grade) — downstairs Fellowship Hall classrooms, «Confirmation Class (7th
through 8th grade and parents) — conference room in office building, *High School Class
(9th through 12th grade) — library in office building, *Adult Sunday School — Video Class
(Fellowship Hall with Nolan and Donna Patschke and Merideth Oliver)

Midweek Worship During Lent: Every Wednesday evening (ending April 9th) gather for
a community meal and fellowship followed by worship. Join us for Soup Suppers at
5:30 PM (until 6:45) in the Fellowship Hall (sign-up sheets are in the narthex). At 7:00
PM we gather in the Sanctuary for worship.

Candy Donations: Church office is accepting candy donations for the Easter Egg Hunt.
Candy must be individually wrapped (no candy with sticks).

First Communion Class: If your child is ready to begin receiving holy communion,
please contact Pastor Kim Little Brooks, at email (pastor@newlifelutheran.com).

April Dates:

Palm Sunday: Join us to worship with palms, April 13th, 2025, 9:30 AM
Maundy Thursday: April 17th, 2025, Service at 7:00PM
Good Friday Fish Fry: April 18th, 2025, Dinner 5:30 Fish Fry and Service at 7:00PM

Easter Sunday: April 20th, Breakfast at 8AM, Egg Hunt at 9AM,Service at 9:30AM
Sign-up for Candy donations, Easter Lilies and Easter Breakfast Dishes.

Today’s Worship Leaders (9:30 AM)

Assisting Minister Aimee Castillo

Communion Assistant Meredith Oliver, Barbara Flowers
Usher Jenaro Castillo

Acolyte Max Castillo

Technology John Gestl

The flowers were given by Tamsey Mims.
Altar Flowers Sign-up Sheet is located in the Narthex.
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