NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pearland, TX

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Traditional Service
August 17, 2025

Our mission is to raise disciples planted in God’s love,
growing in faithfulness and nourishing the world.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

WELCOME - Pastor Grant Housewright

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS.:

P: In the name of the Father, and of the # Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Merciful God,

All: You free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life. AMEN.

P: You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of # Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
All: Amen



GATHERING HYMN Let the Whole Creation Cry (ELW 876)

! Let the whole creation cry,
"Glory to the Lord on high!"
Heav'n and earth, awake and sing,
"Praise to our almighty king!"
Praise God, angel hosts above,
ever bright and fair in love;

sun and moon, lift up your voice;
night and stars, in God rejoice.

2 Servants striving for the Lord,
prophets burning with the word,
those to whom the arts belong

add their voices to the song.
Pow'rs of knowledge and of law,

to the glorious circle draw;

all who work and all who wait,
sing, "The Lord is good and great!"

3Men and women, young and old,
raise the anthem loud and bold,
and let children's happy hearts

in this worship take their parts;
from the north to southern pole
let the mighty chorus roll:

"Holy, Holy, Holy One;

glory be to God alone!"

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE Now the Feast and Celebration (ELW 167)

Refrain Now the feast and celebration,
all of creation sings for joy
to the God of life and love and freedom;
praise and glory forevermore!

! Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain,
whose blood has freed and united us
to be one great people of God. Refrain

2 Power and riches, wisdom and might,
all honor and glory to Christ forever. Refrain

3 For God has come to dwell with us,
to make us people of God;
to make all things new. Refrain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you
call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand
with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants
and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

All: Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.



FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:23-29

L: 22Am I a God nearby, says the LORD, and not a God far off? 2*Who
can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do
I not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD. 2°1 have heard what the
prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have
dreamed! I have dreamed!” 2°How long? Will the hearts of the prophets
ever turn back—those who prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit
of their own heart? 2’ They plan to make my people forget my name by
their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot
my name for Baal. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream,
but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has
straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. 2°Is not my word like
fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

L:  Word of God, word of life.

All: Thanks be to God!

PSALM Psalm 82 Please read responsively.

L: !God stands to charge the divine council assembled, giving
judgment in the midst of the gods:

All: 2“How long will you judge unjustly, and show favor to the
wicked?

L: 3Save the weak and the orphan; defend the humble and needy;
All: *rescue the weak and the poor; deliver them from the
power of the wicked.

L: 3They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander
about in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

All: °Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, and all of you children of
the Most High;

L: 7nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.””

All: 3Arise, O God, and rule the earth, for you shall take all
nations for your own.



SECOND READING Hebrews 11:29—12:2

L: 2° By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry
land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned.
30By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for
seven days. 3By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those
who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

32 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the
prophets, 33who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered
justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 3*quenched the
power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.
35Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured,
refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection.

36 Others suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and
imprisonment. 3’They were stoned to death; they were sawn in two;
they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and
goats, destitute, persecuted, *#tormented of whom the world was not
worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and
holes in the ground.

39Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not
receive what was promised, *°since God had provided something better
so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.

12:1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so
closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,
2looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake
of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
L: Word of God, word of life.
All: Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

All: Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia!



GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56
P: The holy Gospel according to Luke.
All: Glory to you, O Lord!

P: Jesus said: "I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I
wish it were already ablaze! *°1 have a baptism with which to be
baptized, and what constraint I am under until it is completed! >! Do
you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you,
but rather division! >2From now on five in one household will be
divided, three against two and two against three; >3they will be
divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

>4He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the
west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,” and so it happens.
>>And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be
scorching heat,” and it happens. *®You hypocrites! You know how to
interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know
how to interpret the present time?”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON - Pastor Grant Housewright



HYMN OF THE DAY | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
(ELW 815)

1 want to walk as a child of the light.

| want to follow Jesus.

God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain: In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

2 | want to see the brightness of God.

| want to look at Jesus.

Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path,
and show me the way to the Father. Refrain

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ.

| want to be with Jesus.

When we have run with patience the race,
we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain

APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of
God, for God is near.

A brief silence.

A: Raise up faithful leaders for your church around the world. Inspire
global missionaries (missionaries sponsored by this congregation may
be named) with a spirit of accompaniment, as they walk alongside our
partners in the gospel in solidarity, interdependence, and mutuality.
Hear us, O God.

All: Your mercy is great.

A: Safeguard rivers and lakes (local water sources may be named)
from pollution. Sustain the work of conservationists, policy makers, and
advocacy groups seeking to protect fresh water sources.

Hear us, O God.

All: Your mercy is great.

A: Bridge divisions across partisan lines. Strengthen cooperative
efforts among lawmakers (local elected officials may be named) who
enact policies that protect our neighbors who are most vulnerable.
Hear us, O God.

All: Your mercy is great.

A: Embrace all who suffer in isolation: for those who are incarcerated
or detained, those who are fleeing from unsafe environments, and
those who are sick or homebound (especially). Reassure them of your
care in all times and places.

Hear us, O God.

All: Your mercy is great.



A: Guide the leaders of this congregation. In these late summer
weeks, inspire their planning for a new program year ahead. Kindle in
us a spirit of collaboration and support for their work.

Hear us, O God.

All: Your mercy is great.

A: With thanksgiving, we remember the cloud of witnesses who
surround us. By the example of their faith, enable us to run with
perseverance the race set before us, until that day when we join their
unending praise.

Hear us, O God.

All: Your mercy is great.

P: Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to
the one who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom
and companion.

All: Amen.

PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
The ministry of New Life Lutheran Church is made possible through the
tithes, gifts, and offerings of the people. We encourage you to give as an act
of worship today. You can offer a gift by texting to 281.864.3278, adding a
dollar amount to the message box, and send. A link will appear for a one
time set up. Once it is set up, it takes seconds to give again. You can also
give through our website by scanning the QR code on the pew.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM - Travis Lairson
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OFFERING RESPONSE - As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465)

Refrain As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill
were gathered into one to become our bread;
so may all your people from all the ends of earth
be gathered into one in you.

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst,
may we share the presence of your love. Refrain

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come
when all creation shares this feast with you. Refrain

OFFERING PRAYER

A: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the
harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the
earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.

All: Amen
GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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(HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ) (ELW 153 Setting 4)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

Lord God of pow’r and might;

Heav’'n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
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SHARING THE MEAL

Everyone is welcome to receive Jesus in bread and wine. This is Jesus' table and he
welcomes all. Pre-filled communion packets are available in the Narthex if you would
prefer to receive communion that way. Everyone else is invited to come down the
center aisle maintaining two continuous lines. You will receive a piece of bread with the
words, "The body of Christ given for you," and you can respond with, "Amen." Remain
on the side of the section of pews you are sitting in. You will take an individual cup of
either wine (red) or grape juice (clear) with the words, "The blood of Christ shed for
you," and you can respond with, "Amen." As you return to your seat by the side aisle
there is a basket available for our empty cup.

Communion

P: The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God (ELW 154 Setting 4)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant
us peace.

COMMUNION SONG If You But Trust in God to Guide You
(ELW 769)

1 If you but trust in God to guide you
with gentle hand through all your ways,
you'll find that God is there beside you
when crosses come, in trying days.
Trust then in God's unchanging love;
build on the rock that will not move.

2What gain is there in anxious weeping,
in helpless anger and distress?

If you are in your Savior's keeping,

in sorrow will he love you less?

For Christ who took for you a cross

will bring you safe through ev'ry loss.

13



3The Lord our restless hearts is holding,
in peace and quietness content.

We rest in God's good will unfolding,
what wisdom from on high has sent.
God, who has chosen us by grace,
knows very well the fears we face.

4Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving,
offer your service faithfully.

Trust heaven's word; though undeserving,
you'll find this promise true to be.

This is our confidence indeed:

God never fails in time of need.

COMMUNION HYMN How Firm a Foundation (ELW 796)

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed,

for I am your God and will still give you aid;

I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand."

3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply.

The flames shall not hurt you; I only design

your dross to consume and your gold to refine."

4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove
my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love;

and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne."
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ keep you in his
grace.
All: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply
of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as
ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.

All: Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

P: The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

+ bless you and give you peace.

All: Amen.

SENDING SONG Lead On, O King Eternal!

! Lead on, O King eternal!

The day of march has come;
henceforth in fields of conquest
your tents will be our home.
Through days of preparation
your grace has made us strong;
and now, O King eternal,

we lift our battle song.

2 Lead on, O King eternal,
till sin's fierce war shall cease,
and holiness shall whisper
the sweet amen of peace;
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for not with swords loud clashing,
nor roll of stirring drums,

but deeds of love and mercy

the heav'nly kingdom comes.

3 Lead on, O King eternal:

we follow, not with fears,

for gladness breaks like morning
where'er your face appears.
Your cross is lifted o'er us;

we journey in its light;

the crown awaits the conquest;
lead on, O God of might!

DISMISSAL

A: Go in peace. Remember the Poor.

All: Thanks be to God!

Copyright permission: CCLI #3220202 and One License A-740956.
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

August 17, 2025, Worship 9:30 AM

Adult Summer Sunday School: Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life at 10:45
and will be led by Meredith Oliver while Pastor Kim is on vacation.

Family Night at the Ballpark — Is Sunday August 31! Outing to Constellation Field (presented by
Thrivent) - Space Cowboys take on Albuquerque! Carpooling can be arranged.

20th Anniversary Committee Booklet: We are putting together a booklet of favorite memories, church
involvement, etc. Thank you to everyone who has either completed the hard copy (in the Narthex) or the
digital version of the survey. For the digital version, please type in this web page.
https://forms.office.com/t/XkKWYJ2E4z Surveys were due August 16th. Please return quickly!

20th Anniversary Committee Slide Show: for Oct 26. Photos are needed for the slide show. Email
Photos to Merideth Oliver at mloliver72@hotmail.com. Include your name, names of those in the
pictures, and approximate dates.

LWR School Kits Items Needed: Bring donated items during the month of August. Sign in Narthex.
Simple 14X17 drawstring backpacks. 70 sheet notebooks. Boxed 16c¢t or 24ct crayons. Inch plus 30
centimeters on one ruler. Pencil sharpeners. Fine unsharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers. Fine black or
blue ballpoint pens [no gel ink]. 2 2" erasers.

Altar Flowers: New price for flowers as of June 2025 is $50.00 per arrangement.

Quilters: Quilters meet on Tuesday mornings 9:30 AM. Please come to help!

Fellowship Hall Rental: Receptions and Other Events: Call or Email the office for more Information:
281-485-1818, office@newlifelutheran.com

Council Connections: Council meets on the 2" Wednesday this month. Email ideas, suggestions, or
concerns to president@newlifelutheran.com

Today’s Worship Leaders (9:30 AM)

Assisting Minister Elna Ritter

Lector Reggie Minja

Communion Assistants Merideth Oliver, Nancy Bryars
Ushers Charlie Gaevert

Technology Ryan Strickland

The flowers are given by Helen Beckman to the glory of God/
The Altar Flowers Sign-up Sheet is located in the Narthex.
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